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r%  H  E  papers  relating  to  Mr.  Hugh 

_  Bryan  were  communicated  forne  conn* 

derable  time  fince  by  that  excellent  and 
amiable  man  the  Reverend  Mr.  William  Hut- 
fon  of  South  Carolina  to  Mr.  Dennis  Do 
Berd ,  Merchant  in  London ,  with  a  defign 
that  they  fiiould  be  laid  before  the  world* 
The  memoirs  of  Mrs,  Huifon  were  pub li died 
fome  little  time  fince  in  South  Carolina  by 
her  mournful  furvivor  the  above  mentioned 
Mr.  HutfoUy  and  from  thence  have  been 
tranfmitted  into  the  hands  of  a  few  friends 
of  the  Editor’s  in  England . 

The  accounts  of  both  thefe  perfons  are 


fuch  as.  in  our  opinion,  well  deferve  the  pub- 
lick  view,  and  admirably  delineate,  and  may 
therefore  powerfully  recommend,  the  true 
manner  of  life,  which  is  at  once  the  cha- 
racleriftic  and  the  ornament  of  a  chnftian. 

Bleffcd  be  God  that,  while  fuch  multitudes 


of  mankind  are  abandoned  to  their  vices^ 
diflipated  in  vanity  and  trifling  amufemerir, 
or  immerfed  in  the  love  and  purfuit  of  neu 
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°s,  and  the  cares  of  the  prefent  life,  thera 
are  a  divine  few  (may  the  Lord  increafe  their 
numbers,  and  make  them  a  thoufand  times 
more  than  they  are)  who,  under  a  deep  and 
diflreffing  fenfe  of  their  guilt  and  pollu¬ 
tion,  have  cordially  embraced  an  all-fuffici- 
ent  Saviour,  and  felt  the  influences  of  re¬ 
newing  and  fandlifying  grace  upon  their 
hearts,  and  thus  are  enabled  to  live  to  the 
Lord,  and  under  the  delightful  conftraint  of 
omnipotent  power  and  love,  prefent  their 
bodies  and  fpirits  to  him ,  as  holy  and  accept¬ 
able  facrificcs ,  and  their  reafonable  fervice  *. 

How  rational  the  choice  and  condikft  of 
fuch  perfons  !  What  is  a  life  of  fin  but  a 
life  fuhjedt  to  unknown  terror  and  anguifh, 
and  a  life  that  will  furely  end  at  laft  in  total 
and  irretrievable  wretched nefs  and  ruin  ! 
What  miferable  comforters  are  the  bubbles 
of  ambition,  the  dirt  of  avarice,  or  the 
vapours  of  fenfual  and  forbidden  pleafures, 
when  the  foul,  as  it  fhortly  will,  is  order¬ 
ed  to  decamp  from  earth,  and  take  up 
its  final  abode  in  the  everlafting  ftate  !  Then 
may  the  fpirit  juftiy  and  bitterly  cry  out, 
My  gods  are  taken  away ,  and  what  have 
1  moref?  And  however  hard  the  finner 

#  Rom.  xii.  i.  +  Judg.  xviii.  24. 
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was  to  be  perfuaded  that  thefe  objefts  that 
drew  out  his  whole  defires  and  purfuits 
were  but  broken  cifterns ,  death  will  prove  them 
to  be  fuch,  and  the  laft  drop  of  their  imagina¬ 
ry  confolation  will  then  fail,  and  fail  for  even 
But  on  the  other  hand,  where  fouls,  under 
the  operations  of  divine  grace,  choofe  the 
infinite  and  eternal  God,  as  manilefting 
himfeif  in  the  riches  of  his  mercy  through 
jefus  Chrift,  for  their  father  and  friend, 
their  fovereign  and  portion  ^  when  they  take 
up  their  fupreme  delight  in  him,  and  are 
ready  to  obey  him  either  in  a  courfe  of  ac¬ 
tive  duty  or  patient  fuffering  *,  when  they 
look  not  to  the  things  which '  are  Jeen 5  which 
are  temporal ,  but  to  the  things  which  are  not 
feen ,  which  are  eternal  p  \  when  they  are 
breathing  after  the  heavenly  country,  their 
inheritance*'  and  home  •,  when  they  can¬ 
not  fpend  one  day  without  fome  converfes 
with  their  God  and  Saviour,  fome  holy  traf- 
fick  with  the  world  of  glory  in  a  free  and 
uninterrupted  exchange  of  prayers  hopes 
humiliations  confefiions  praifes  thankfgiv- 
ings  on  their  fide,  for  thofe  incomparable 
bleffings  the  peace  of  God  which  paffeth  all 
imderftanding,  that  grace  that  is  fufficient  tor 
't*  2  Cor.  iv.  1 8. 

A  2  them* 
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them,  that  ftrength  which  lhall  be  perfected 
in  their  weaknefs,  and  the  witneffings  of  the 
divine  fpirit,  with  their  fpirits,  that  they  are 
the  children  of  God  ;  wherever  this  is  the 
cafe,  what  a  rational  and  glorious,  what  a 
ferene  and  comfortable  life  do  fuch  fouls  lead 

in  the  flefh  ?  And  when  they  are  called  hence, 
they  leave  the  fhores  of  time  and  launch  into 
the  infinite  abyfs,  not  as  malefactors  forcibly 
dragged  away  into  banifhment  and  flavery9 
but  as  the  children  of  God,  and  the  heirs  of 
that  inheritance  of  glory  and  bappinefs  which  is 
incorruptible ,  undefiled ,  and  that  fades  not  away ? 
referved  in  heaven  for  them  *. 

Thefe  heavenborn  minds,  as  they  are  thus 
loved  of  God,  and  lovers  of  him,  lo,  du¬ 
ring  their  fojournment  in  mortal  flefh,  they 
are  the  excellent  of  the  earth.  Their  faith 
fetches,  as  it  were,  a  divine  fire  from  heaven 
that  enables  them  to  be  burning  and  /hitt¬ 
ing  lights  among  men.  They  hold  forth  the 
word  of  life  to  a  dark  and  finful  world,  as  the 
urn  holds  forth  its  lamp,  or  the  light-houfe 
its  beaming  and  falutary  blaze  to  the  ma¬ 
riner  benighted  and  bewildered  upon  the 

*  i  Pet.  i.  4. 
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tracklefs  and  perilous  ocean  f:  Whatfoever 
things  are  true ,  whatfoever  things  are  ho- 
neft ,  (or  venerable)  whatfoever  things  are 
juft ,  whatfoever  things  are  pure,  whatfoever 
things  are  lovely ,  whatfoever  things  are  of 
good  report  ||  thefe  are  the  things  which 
thefe  holy  perfons  purfue  and  pra&ife.  They 
are  the  trees  of  right eoufnefs,  the  planting  of 
the  Lord ,  and  in  them  he  is  glorified  *.  Their 
fruits,  like  thofe  of  the  vine,  are  acceptable 
to  VGod,  and  ufeful  to  man.  They  that 
dwell  under  their  jhadow  enjoy  their  bleffings. 
The  grace  of  God  in  their  hearts  teaches  them 
to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts ,  and  to 
live  fob erly,  righteoufly,  and  godly ,  in  the  pre- 

f  The  reader  will  here  obferve  that  we  have  our  eye 
upon  the  words  of  the  apoftie,  Phil.  ii.  15.  that  ye 
n:ay  he  hlamelefs  and  harmless,  the  Jons  of  God ,  without 
rebuke  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  per-verfe  nation ,  among 
whom  ye  Jhine  ( or  fhine  ye)  as  lights  in  the  world ,  holding 
forth  the  word  cf  life.  That  the  apoftie  in  this  e.xpreftion 
refers  to  light-houfes  placed  upon  fhores,  and  darting 
their  luftre  by  night  over  the  ocean  to  diredl  mariners 
to  their  port,  is  the  fentiment  of  that  eminent  com. 
mentator  Bcza,  whofe  words  are  as  follow.  Vtdetur 
enim  d  Pharo  fumpta  Tranfatio,  uhi  accenfss  Face s 
nanjigantihus  in  Alto  Pcrtum  quaf  prat  end  an  t  in  quem  ap¬ 
pellant.  Nempe  quod  honefia  fandtaque  Fidelium  Vita , 
quafi  Lux  aliqua  caster  is  Hominibus  pralucens ,  ad  Enjangelii 
Fortum  eos  dirig  at .  Beza  in  Loc. 

H  Phil.  iv.  8.  *  If.  lxi.  3. 
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fent  world §.  The  facred  principles  within, 
enlivened  by  that  breath  which  fir  ft  kindled 
them,  break  forth,  and  diffufe  a  luftre  over 
their  feveral  relations  and  characters  in  life, 
and  hence  they  are  good  hufbands,  wives, 
parents,  brethren,  fillers,  members  of  church¬ 
es,  fubje&s  to  their  princes,  and  citizens  of 
mankind. 

Such  do  the  perfons  appear  to  be  whofe 
memoirs,  fome  golden  threads  of  whofe 
facred  mantles  are  here  prefented  to  the 
public  view.  And  ’tis  with  pleafure  that 
we  are  now  adding  their  names  to  that  cloud 
of  vvitnefles,  that  are  bidding  us  lay  aftde 
every  weight ,  and  the  fm  which  does  fo  eafily 
hefet  us,,  and  run  with  patience  the  race  that 
is  fet  before  us ,  looking  unto  Jefus ,  the  author 
and  finijher  of  our  faith  *. 

What  cenfures  the  wicked  and  prophane 
may  pafs  upon  the  following  fheets  we  can 
eafily  fuppofe  ;  but  let  them  be  advifed  to 
confider  the  end  of  the  converfation  of  thefe 
chriftians,  and  go,  and  do  likewife,  rather 
than  make  thefe  and  fuch  like  patterns  of 
piety,  the  fubjeftof  their  fport  and  derifion# 
They  are,  as  we  have  good  realon  to  con¬ 
clude,  happy  with  their  God  and  Saviour  in 

^  Tit.  ii.  ii.  *  Heb.  xii.  u 
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a  blifsful  eternity  e,  and  the  fhafts  of  the 

keeneft  fatire  can  no  more  reach  them  or 
difturb  their  felicity,  than  a  flight  of  arrows 
fhot  upward  can  wound  the  meridian  fun  % 
but  they  may  turn  back  with  dreadful  ruin 
upon  the  heads  of  thofe  who  fent  them  upon 
fuch  a  malignant  errand. 

As  for  truly  pious  per  Tons,  they  may  find, 
if  we  miftake  not,  not  only  entertainment, 
but,  under  the  divine  bk  fling,  fpiritual  pro¬ 
fit  in  thefe  papers.  As  face  anfwers  to  face, 
fo  does  the  experience  of  one  chriftian  anf- 
wer  to  another:  interpofing  feas,  diverfity  of 
climate  and  country,  and  remoteft  diftances 
of  place  in  this  habitable  globe,  make  no 
difference  in  this  refpedt  *,  and  we  may  look 
upon  it  as  no  inconfiderable  privilege  among 
the  many  we  enjoy,  that  we  have  fo  many 
Jives  of  the  true  faints  and  fervants  of  God, 
in  which,  though  they  are  dead,  yet  they  are 
ftill  fpeaking  to  us.  4  The  fcripture,  fays 
c  the  excellent  Dr.  Bates,  +  has  lighted  up 
«  excellent  examples  of  holinefs  in  the  lives 
{  of  the  faints  upon  earth,  for  our  diredtion 
c  and  imitation.  There  is  great  advantage 
‘  by  looking  on  examples :  they  are  more 
<  inftrudtive  than  naked  precepts,  and  more 

f  Bates  on  fpiritual  perfe&ion,  p.  559.  fol.  edit. 

4  clearly 
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clearly  convey  the  knowledge  of  our  duty  * 

*  a  work  done  in  our  fight  by  another,  di- 
c  reels  us  better  in  the  pra&ice  of  it,  is  more 

*  acceptable,  and  of  more  powerful  efficacy 

*  to  reform  us,  than  counfel  and  admonition 
c  by  words.  A  reproof,  if  fpok.en  with  an 

*  imperious  air,  wherein  vanity  has  a  vifible 
4  afeendant,  is  heard  with  diftafte,  and  often 
€  with  difdain  j  but  an  excellent  example 

*  is  a  filers t  reproof,  not  directed  imme- 
4  diately  to  irregular  perfons,  but  dilco- 

*  vers  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  leaves 

*  the  application  to  themfelves  \  and  the 
6  impreflion  is  more  quick  and  penetrating 

*  than  that  of  words,  In  difficult  precepts, 
6  no  argument  is  more  effectual  than  exam- 

*  pies,  for  the  poffibility  of  doing  them  is 

*  confirmed  .by  inftances  in  others,  and  the 
4  pretence  of  imfirmity  is  taken  away.  The 
4  command  binds  us  to  our  duty,  exam- 


c  pie  encourages  us  to  performance.  T  he 
c  pattern  of  the  angels  who  are  pure 
‘  fpirits,  is  not  fo  influential  upon  us,  as 
6  the  pattern  of  the  faints  ^  that  is  more 
6  correfpondent  and  proportionate  to  our 

*  prefent  ftate  *,  as  the  light  of  the  ftars  that 
c  are  fo  vaftly  diftant,  is  not  lo  ufeful  in 

*  managing  our  affairs,  as  the  light  of  a 

'  4  candle 
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«  candle  that  is  near  us.  The  faints  are 
c  nearly  allied  to  us  they  are  cloathed  with 
c  the  fame  frail  garment  of  flelh,  they  had 
6  like  paffions,  and  were  in  the  fame  con- 
c  tagious  world,  yet  they  were  holy  and 
6  heavenly  in  their  affedtions  and  actions. 
c  The}7  lived  in  civil  converfation  with  men, 
c  and  fpiritual  communion  with  God.  This 
6  will  take  away  the  pretence  of  infirmi- 
c  ty,  for  we  have  the  fame  word  of  grace, 

6  and  fpirit  of  grace  to  ftrengthen  us.9 

That  the  fpirit  of  God  may  blefs  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  thefe  memoirs,  to  the  convidlion 
and  converfion  of  thofe  finners  into  whofe 
hands  they  may  providentially  fall,  and  to  the 
excitation,  eftablilhment,  and  comfbit  of  his 
own  people,  that  fo  thefe  holy  perfons  who 
fo  much  glorified  God  in  life,  may  glorify 
him  after  their  death,  is  our  fervent  prayer, 
as  fincere  friends,  we  truft,  to  the  intcrefts 
of  true  piety  in  the  world. 


Feb.  ii  th*  1760. 
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Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr* 
William  Hut f on  of  South-  Carolina  to  Mr. 
Dennis  De  Berdt,  Merchant  in  London , 
relating  to  the  Life  and  Character  of  Mr. 
Bryan . 

South- Carolina,  Alayn,  1755.' 

4  H  E  author  of  the  enduing  papers  was  Mr. 

A  *  Hugh  Bryan ,  a  gentleman  of  character 
in  civil  life,  having  been  honoured  with  commif- 
hons  both  in  the  magijlr acy  and  militia ,  of  this 
province.  He  was  born  in  the  year  1699,  and 
died  the  lad:  day  of  December ,  1753.  ’Tis  a 
ciicumflance  I  recollect  with  pleafure,  that  he 
was  my  particular  friend,  one  with  whom  I  have 
taiven  fweet  co un fel ,  and  indeed  one  of  the  dea- 

cons 


— 


— 


- - — - 


[  2  ]  • 

*  cons  of  our  church.  His  manner  of  life  from 
t  his  youth  up,  you  have  fome  little  hints  of  in  the 

<  letter  which  gives  the  account  of  his  converfion. 

«  Though  I  have  heard  him  fpeak  frequently  and 

*  freely  of  the  divine  difpenfations  towards  him, 

‘  both  in  a  way  of  providence  and  grace,  yet  I 
t  cannot  recollect  any  material  paffages  except  one, 

<  which  relates  to  his  being  taken  captive  by  the 
t  Jndians,  and  even  of  this  I  am  not  able  to  give  fuch 

*  a  circumftantial  account  as  I  could  wifh.  The 
4  truth  of  the  fa£l  I  can  however  after  t,  and  the 
‘  circumftances,  which  perhaps  are  the  mod  rna- 

<  terial,  that  I  can  recollect  are  as  follow.. 

<  lt  happened  in  that  Indian  war,  which  broke 

t  out  in  the  year  17155  and  was  fo  memorable  as 

‘  to  the  events  of  it,  that  it  {lands  for  one  of  the 

4  orand  teras  of  Carolina ,  that  he  was  taken,  I 

4  think,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  was 

4  difpofed  of  as  a  Have  to  one  of  the  party  that 

4  took  him  by  the  king  of  that  people  to  whom 

t  the  party  belonged.  He  was  in  captivity  among 

4  them  in  the  whole  near  a  year ;  during  which 

4  time,  the  providence  of  God  remarkably  ap- 

4  peared  in  his  favour  in  feveral  inftances.  I  have 

4  only  two  or  three  in  my  memory,  which  may 

4  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  reft.  His  Indian, 

4  or  rather  half  Indian  matter,  (for  he  was  what 

4  they  call  a  mixed  breed)  was  killed  in  an  en- 

4  lavement  with  the  white  people,  by  whic 

4  means,  though  ftill  in  captivity,  he  got  more 

4  freedom.  The  Indian  king  always  flood,  h, 

‘  friend 
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4  friend  when  the  Indians  under  him  folicited  for 
4  his  death,  which  was  very  common  for  them  to 
4  do,  when  they  heard  of  any  fuccefs  of  the  Caro • 
4  linians  againft  them,  and  they  were  particularly 
4  earned  upon  the  point,  when  they  heard  of  the 
4  death  of  one  of  their  great  men’s  fons.  But  the 
4  Indian  king  always  interpofed  on  his  behalf,  and 
4  would  not  fufFer  them  to  hurt  him,  out  of  regard 
4  to  his  father,  who  was  a  very  hofpitable  man, 
4  and  had  been  very  kind  to  the  Indians  \  though 
4  it  is  not  very  common  with  them  to  remember 
4  favours,  efpecially  in  a  time  of  war,  and  there 
4  were  inftances  often  in  this  war,  of  perfons  who 
4  had  been  very  kind  to  them,  and  yet  were  very 
4  cruelly  treated  by  them.  A  circumdance  which 
4  I  the  rather  take  notice  of  to  fhow  how  much 
4  providence  was  concerned  in  his  prefervation . 

4  Y ou  might  be  furprized  to  hear  that  he  met 
4  with  a  Bible  among  the  Indians ,  yet  fo  it  was  •> 
4  his  Indian  miftrefs  gave  him  one,  and  a  volume 
4  of  bifhop  Beveridge's  private  thoughts,  both  which 
4  the  Indians  had  taken  from  fome  white  family 
4  they  had  killed.  Mr.  Bryan  endured  many  hard- 
4  (hips  while  among  the  Indians ,  and  though  his 
1  good  behaviour  gained  him  fo  much  favour,  that 
4  he  fared  no  worfe  than  their  own  Indian  boys> 

4  yet  you  may  eafily  imagine,  that  at  bed  his 
4  cafe  was  bad  enough.  At  length,  thro’  the  good 
c  providence  of  God,  he  was  brought  by  them  to 
4  the  Spanijh  fettlement  at  St .  Auguftine  on  the 
4  coaft,  and  from  thence,  being  releafed  by  the 

B  2  4  Indi- 
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Indian  king,  who  had  always  been  fo  friendly  to 
him,  he  returned  again  to  his  own  land  in  peace, 
to  the  great  joy  of  his  father,  family,  and  friends  ; 
and  here,  as  he  advanced  in  years,  he  grew  in  fa¬ 
vour  with  all  who  knew  him,  and  at  length  by  his 
integrity  and  induftry,  attended  with  the  divine 
bidding,  he  obtained  a  good  report,  and  a  good 
fortune  ;  though  the  latter  afterwards,  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  Ioffes  and  difappointments,  became  much 
encumbered,  an  event  which  however  might  be 
wifely  ordered  for  his  fpiritual  good,  and  was 
perhaps  a  mean  of  fending  him  the  oftner  to  that 
fountain  from  which,  as  appears  by  his  journal, 
he  frequently  received  fuch  large  fupplies  of  di¬ 
vine  refrefhment.  He  was  always  a  friend  and  a 
credit  to  religion,  though,  as  you  will  find  by 
the  firft  letter  which  gives  an  account  of  his 
converfion,  he  built  upon  a  wrong  foundation  ; 
the  cafe,  ?tis  to  be  feared,  of  too  many,  who, 
becaufe  they  are  not  here  fufFered  to  run  into 
the  fame  excefs  of  riot  with  others,  bids  them- 
fekes  in  their  hearts,  faying,  they  (hall  have  peace. 
Mr.  Bryan ,  after  having  been  convinced  of 
his  dangerous  miftake,  and  brought  into  the 
light  and  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  continued  fleadfall 
in  faith,  joyful  through  hope,  and  a  pattern  of 
humility,  'piety  and  patience,  through  the  whole 
of  his  chriftian  couife,  till  the  happy  time  came 
when  he  exchanged  this  life  for  a  better.  I  heard 

of  his  illnefs  juft  after  my  arrival  in  Cbarles-Tnvn , 
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:  and  got  home  *  time  enough  to  fee  him  die  in 
:  peace,  and  commit  his  remains  to  the  dufl  in 
hope  of  a  joyful  refurre£tion  to  eternal  life.  But, 
ah  J  Sir,  to  part  with  fuch  friends  is  very  affedt- 
ing,  though  I  think  I  never  was  io  fenfible  of  mv 
lofs  in  Mr.  Bryan ,  as  fince  I  have  been  looking 
over  his  journal.  I  think  I  never  before  fo  well 
knew  the  value  of  my  friend,  and  ah  !  how  it 

fhames  me  to  find  how  far  he  had  got  above 
me. 

But  I  muit  mention  to  you  how  thefe  papers 
came  into  my  hand.  You  muft  know,  Sir,  that 
Mr.  Bryan  kept  no  regular  diary,  but  it  was  his 
cuftom  when  he  was  in  a  good  frame,  now  and 
then  to  note  it  down,  which  he  did  fometimes 
in  his  pocivet-book,  fometimes  on  a  {beet  or  two 
of  paper,  and  at  others,  if  he  happened  to  be 
abroad,  even  upon  the  back  of  a  letter,  with  a 
defign  I  imagine  when  he  did  fo,  afterwards  to 
tranfcribe  what  he  writ  :  but  being  much  hur¬ 
ried  in  his  worldly  bufinefs,  by  reafon  of  his  in¬ 
cumbrances,  ne  had  not  time,  as  I  fuppofe,  for  his 
purpofe,  and  therefore  the  collection  was  cnly 
made  from  thefe  imperfect  originals,  at  firfr  by 
his  widow,  who,  out  of  regard  to  his  memory 
picked  them  up  as  fhe  found  them  among  his 
papers,  and  put  them  together.  One  day”  not 
long  ago,  being  at  Mr  Bryan’s  houfe,  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  take  them  in  hand,  and  upon  looking 

Mr.  Hutfon  had  been  a  voyage  to  Great-Britain^ 
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into  the  contents,  I  was  fo  pleated  and  refrefhed 
that  I  determined,  with  her  leave,  to  get  them 
copied  out,  which  accordingly  I  have  done.  And 
now  I  fend  you  my  dear  friend’s  piclure,  with 
free  liberty  to  fhew  it  to  whom  you  pleafe,  nay, 
to  be  quite  plain,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  have  it 
publifhed  from  the  prefs.  The  view  of  it  has 
done  me  fo  much  good  that  I  can’t  help  hoping 
it  may  be  ferviceabie  to  others  alfo.  — 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  much  obliged  friend 
and  fervant,  for  Jehus’  fake, 


William  Hutson, 


■  r" 


\  -  ■  - 


_ 


[  7  ] 

number  I. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Hugh  Bryan  to  bisSifltr,  giving 
an  account  of  his  experiences  towards  God. 

Dear  Sifter, 

IHave  been  too  indolent  in  writing  to  you  to 
keep  up  that  harmony  and  union  which  ought 
to  be  betwixt  two  who  were  formed  in  the  fame 
womb,  though  God  knows  i  love  you  as  a  kind 
lifter.  The  diftant  fixations  of  our  dwellings 
makes  it  difficult  to  converfe  often  face  to  face  ;  yet 
by  letters  we  might  have  a  correfpondence,  ana 
now  and  then  entertain  each  other  with  the  occur¬ 
rences  of  life  that  happen  in  our  way.  Nothing  in 
this  life,  except  our  union  with  the  holy  Spirit,  can 
give  more  true  delight,  than  a  union  and  harmony  or 
fouls  that  take  fweet  counfel  together  in  the  things 
of  God.  I  fhall  proceed  to  give  you  an  account 
of  t?iy  converfion. —  For  many  years,  I  eage.,y 
fought  to  advance  my  fortune  in  worldly  goods, 
fuppofmg  it  to  be  confident  with  my  duty  to  God 
and  man  —  firft,  to  God,  in  that  I  fought  to  him 
daily  by  prayer,  I  frequented  his  ordinances,  and 
propofed  if  1  fhould  acquire  an  eftate  to  be  liberal  to 
the  poor.  Secondly,  to  man,  I  endeavoured  to  oo 
what  was  juft,  (overlooking  at  the  fame  time,  that 
iuflice  which  was  due  to  my  poor  fiaves,  who  were 
fpending  their  ftrength  and  lives  foi  me,  arm  we>e 
left  in  "their  ignorance  of  the  common  iarvation 
thro’  Jefus  Chrift— )  And  on  confidering  my  h.e. 
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1  flattered  my  felf  that,  although  I  knew  my  felf 
to  be  far  thort  of  loving  God  with  my  whole  foul 
and  ftrength  tho’  I  was  guilty  of  many  fins  and 
imperfections  ;  tho’  I  was  often  led  aftray  by  the 
paffions  of  my  corrupt  heart,  and  the  delufive 
temptations  of  the  devil  •  yet  as  I  had  a  regard  to 
God,  his  name,  his  word,  his  ordinances,  and 
loved  thofe  who  feemed  to  fear  him,  I  hoped 
he  would  gracioufly  accept  the  defires  of  my  heart, 
and  place  ail  my  deficiencies  on  the  all-fufficiency 
of  Jelus  Chrift. —  And  having  often  experienced 
the  condefcending  goodnefs  of  God,  in  the  anfwer 
of  my  prayers,  I  concluded  my  ftate  fafe,  and 
counted  my  felf  amongft  the  true  Ifrael  of  God.— 

J  confidered  not  that  God  required  the  whole  heart, 
and  all  the  faculties  and  powers  of  foul  and  body 
to  be  devoted  to  his  fervice  ;  that  I  mull  be  re¬ 
generated  and  changed,  and  muft  put  off  the  old, 
man,  my  corrupt,  filthy,  devilifh  depraved  na¬ 
ture,  with  the  affections  and  lulls  thereof,  and  put 
on  the  new  man—  That  I  muft  be  born  of  the 
fpirit,  and  changed  by  the  omnipotent  power  of 
God,  from  that  devilifh  bafenefs  of  fpirit  inherent 
in  corrupt  nature,  to  a.  fpirit  of  iove?  peace,  purity* 
holinefs,  to  the  image  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  I  muft 
be  united  to  him  by  one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  an  1, 
as  the  branches  from  the  vine,  muft  receive  ftremjth 
and  nourifhment  from  him  continually  to  brino- 
forth  good  fruits  acceptable  to  God  ;  and  that  with¬ 
out  this  change  of  heart,  this  new-birth  wrought 
in  me,  by  the  power  of  his  holy  Spirit,  and  this 
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union  with  Chrift  by  the  fame  fpirit,  I  could  claim 
no  part  in  his  atonement  for  finners,  was  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  loft  and  undone,  and  juftly 
condemned  by  the  law  to  all  the  curfes  of  damna 
tion.  And  thus  ignorant  and  blind  was  I,  wuh 
refpefl  to  our  new  birth,  or  manner  of  acceptance 
thro’  Jefus  Chrift.  I  was  wandering  as  in  the 
midnight  darknefs,  until  the  laft  winter  it  pi  cafe  d 
God  to  afflifl:  my  wife  with  a  fevere  fit  of  ficknefs, 
who,  having  had  much*  fuch  a  faith  as  my  own, 
(but  more  zeal)  when  her  life  was  defpaired  of,  and 
death  feemed  to  approach,  was  ft  ruck  with  hcrrox 
and  bitter  anguifh  of  foul  ;  fhe  could  not  find  the 
leaft  comfort  for  her  foul,  although  her  zeal  had 
been  fuch,  as  to  make  it  her  pra&ice  to  retire  feven 
times  a  day,  (as  did  the  holy  David)  to  pray,  and  to 
give  praifeto  God,  and  although  fhe  fought  diligent¬ 
ly,  by  attending  the  ordinances,  by  failings,  and  by 
doing  good  &c.  to  prepare  herfelf  for  the  acceptance 
of  God  thro*  Jefus  Chrift.  Under  this  anguifh  and 
horror  flie  lay  fome  days,  until  being  brought  to  fee 
the  depravity  and  bafenefs  of  her  conupt  nature,  the 
pollutions  of  her  foul,  and  the  inefficiency  of  all  her 
religious  works  and  endeavours,  and  that  the  fata- 
faction  made  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs, 
performed  in  our  ftead,  could  only  be  the  foie 
caufe  of  our  Juftification,  pardon  and  acceptance, 
and  that  in  him  alone  was  all  h  r  help,  and  then 
cafting  herfelf  i  ntircly  on  his  ali-iufficie  cy ,  '-he 
light  of  God’s  fpirit  darted  in  upon  her  foul,  and 

fhe  brake  out  into  raptures  of  praife  and  thank!- 
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giving,  and  from  that  time  had  peace  and  com¬ 
fort  of  foul,  and  an  aflurance  of  divine  favour, 
and  lived  a  life  of  faith  in Jefus  Chrift.  On  this  great 
goodnefs  of  God  to  my  wife  I  found  my  foul  much 
moved  with  love  to  him,  and  was  enabled  to 
pray  with  fervour  of  defire,  and  fo  continued  for 
iome  time  after,  and  refolved  on  a  more  ftrid  life, 
and  more  devoted  to  his  fervice  than  formerly  ; — I 
began  to  pray  publickly  in  my  family,  and  was  more 
zealous  to  attend  all  the  means  of  grace;  — I 
fought  to  know  the  date  of  my  heart,  and,  con- 

fidering  holy  David’s  watering  his  couch  with  his 
*eais,  1  longed  to  have  a  due  fenfe  of  my  iinfulnefs, 
d  to  feel  in  feme  mealure  the  weight  of  my  guilt, 
that  fo  I  might  loath  the  occafions  thereof,  and  to 
be  more  engaged  to  fear  and  love  God.  But  I  look- 
ed  on  the  late  goodnefs  to  my  wife,  as  a  miracu¬ 
lous  difpenfation.  —  I  knew  not  that  fuch  glorious 
manifeftations  of  his  fpirit  were  common  to  his 
children  at  their  new- birth  in  Jefus  Chrift,  as  an 
evidence  of  his  everlafting  love;  however  I  was 
convinced  that  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift* 
perfectly  fullfilling  the  law  of  God,  by  his  fa- 
tisfa&ion  made  to  expiate  our  guilt,  and  by  his 
mediation  only  poor  finners  could  he  accepted, 
and  not  by  any  works  of  righteoufnefs  done,  or 
that  could  be  done  by  us.  No,  our  carnal  nature 
is  altogether  depraved,  full  of  impurity  and  fin, 
all  our  righteoufnefs  is  as  filthy  rags,  and  an 
abomination.  Can  &  clean  thing  come  out  of  an  un - 
dean  ?  faith  Job.  I  knew  that  in  Chrift:  alone 
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were  our  rightmfnefs ,  and  fanttificalion ,  W  r«- 
;  —  I  knew  that  I  mull  repent  of  my  fins, 
and  call  my  felf  by  a  lively  faith  on  the  mercies  of 
God  in  Chrift,  to  be  juftified,  fanaified,  and  faved 
thro’  him  ;  but  yet  I  continued  ignorant  of  the 
Hate  of  my  heart,  and  of  the  change  which  was  to 
be  wrought  in  my  new-birth  by  the  power  of 
God’s  holy  Spirit,  yea,  I  knew  not  that  I  was 
yet  in  my  fins,  unconverted,  till  about  'June  lad 
pad,  when  being  very  defirous  to  hear  Mr.  White- 

field,  I  carried  my  wife,  and  my  neice  Mrs.  B - - 

up  to  his  houfe-  in  Georgia.  We  arrived  on  Friday, 
and  that  evening  he  expounded  on  the  new  bntn, 
and  alferted  that  whofoever  was  born  of  the  fpirit, 
and  united  to.  Jefus  Chrid,  would  be  fenfible  of  a 
great  change.  ’Fhis  {truck  my  heart  I  was  cer¬ 
tain  I  had  never  felt  any  afflifiing  forrow  for  fin, 
neither  could  I  find  any  afiurances  of  a  real  cnange 
in  my  heart,  but  the  contrary ;  —  I  began  to  fe3 
that  I  was  in  the  very  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  bonds 
of  iniquity  I  went  out  into  the  Common  to  me¬ 
ditate,  and  to  pray,  and  to  feek  earnedly  of  God  to 
let  me  know  the  greatnefs,  and  feel  the  burden  of  my 
guilt,  and  to  give  me  true  repentance,  and  a  lively 
faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  acceptance  thro’  him  ; 
I  fpent  that  evening  in  prayer,  but  found  my 
heart  hard,  and  my  afFedlions  cold,  fo  that,  tho 
my  guilt  was  great,  highly  aggravated  by  my  abufe 
of  many  fingular  and  great  mercies,  which  God’s 
condefcending  goodnefs  had  from  time  to  time  be¬ 
llowed  on  me,  tho’  I  law  the  damnation  of 

hell 
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hell  was  my  juft  portion,  and  that  his  mercy  alone 
Arftained  me,  yet  1  could  not  grieve,  or  look  up 
with  any  warmth  of  affection.  My  fins  which 
I  had  formerly  overlook'd,  now  flar’d  me  in  the 
face ;  I  faw  that  my  natural  mildnefs  of  temper 
gravity,  kindnefs,  liberality,  juftice,  and  temper¬ 
ance,  not  leading  me  into  the  fame  excefles  of 
wrath,  envyings,  licentioufnefs,  hard-heartednels, 
covetoufnefs,  fraud,  prophaneneft,  &c.  which  many 
others  fell  into,  had  deceived  me.  —  On  the  other 
hand,  the  innate  pollutions  of  my  foul,  as  worldly 
and  felf-love,  applaufe  of  men,  lukewarmnefs  of 
affedtions,  and  ingratitude  to  God,  ftothfulnefs  in 
his  fervice,  unprofitable  and  flnful  thoughts  and 
difeourfe,  &c.  thefe  and  many  more  fins  of  the 
like  nature)  I  found  had  lain  under  covert  in 
the  fecret  recefTes  of  my  foul  unobferved,  til]  now 
on  a  ftridl  fearch,  affifted  by  the  light  of  God’s 
fpirit)  I  dilcovered  them  to  my  amazement.  I  look¬ 
ed  unto  Chrift,  but  could  not  apply  him  to  my 
foul ;  —  I  faw  that  I  had  no  help  in  me,  and  that 
without  his  righteoufnefs  and  atonement  applied 
to  my  foul,  I  mufl  be  damned.  To  expert 
thoie  L  entfits  of  Chriif  without  an  hearty  contri¬ 
tion  and  feeling  fenfe  of  my  guilt,  of  my  ingrati¬ 
tude  and  impending  mifery  and  an  abfolute  renunci¬ 
ation  of  all  worldly  good,  and  felf-love,  (my  darl¬ 
ing  fin)  for  Chrift’s  fake,  I  looked  on  as  preemp¬ 
tion  ;  I  thought  on  his  faying,  that  except  a 
nan  hate  father  and  mother ,  and  even  his  own  life 
afoy  he  cannot  be  my  difcfle  :  and  JVhofoevcr  loveth 

father 


[  13  ] 

father  or  mother,  orfon  or  daughter,  more  than  me,  is 
not  worthy  of  me,  I  found  my  heart  to  continue 
hard  as  the  rock,  and  knew  that  it  was  jufr 
that  God  fhould  give  me  up  to  a  reprobate  mind. 
My  ingratitude  racked  my  foul  ;  to  flee  from  his 
juftice  was  impoflible ;  to  bear  it  was  intolerable. 
1  examined  again  my  heart,  fearing  at  lead;  my 
concern  fhould  proceed  only  from  a  fervile  fear  of 
pumfhment,  and  finding  my  heart  fincere,  (tho’ 
too  cold  and  hard,)  I  appealed  to  God,  beging  to 
know  yet  more  of  my  finful  and  wretched  ftate  j  I 
found  my  fe If  now  willing  to  have  parted  with, 
not  only  of  all  that  I  was  poffeffed  of,  but  ten 
thoufand  worlds  if  in  my  power,  to  have  purchafed 
an  affurance  of  God’s  pardon  and  favour  thro’  Chriff, 
tho  to  be  but  the  very  meaneft  of  his  fervants. 
After  fome  time  fpent  in  thefe  thoughts  and  prayers 
I  went  to  bed,  with  a  heavy  heart,  and,  as  I  awaked 
in  the  morning,  this  text  of  feripture  was  im. 
prefied  on  my  mind.  Hunger  and  th'.rjl  after 
righteoufnef,  and  you  fall  le  filed.  I  arofe  and 
went  out  to  meditate  on  the  text,  and  to  pray 
and  fpent  that  day  chiefly  in  devotion,  taking  fome 
.comfort  from  the  text  aforefaid,..but  found  my 
heart  yet  hard.  In  the  evening  I  determined, 
wuh  God’s  permiffion,  to  fee k  him  the  next  day 
in  the  holy  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  and 
offered  my  felf  to  Mr.  W - ,  who  after  exami¬ 

ning  me  of  my  faith,  &c.  contented.  I  fpent  the 
evening  in  devotion.  The  next  morning,  as  I 
awaked,  this  text  was  imprefs’d  on  my  mind, 
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Behold  the  bridegroom  comeih,  go  ye  forth  to  meet  him. 
1  arofe  immediately  and  opened  a  book,  intend. ng 
to  walk  out,  but  looking  into  it,  foune  at  the 
place  1  had  opened,  ufeful  directions  lor  examina¬ 
tion  before  the  receiving  the  facrament,  and,  my 
heart  being  enlarged  with  a  ray  of  light,  that  dart¬ 
ed  into  my  veiy  foul,  I  prayed,  with  my  wife  and 

jvjrs.  g _ who  was  alfo  to  communicate,  over 

the  commandments,  and  went  to  the  holy  facra¬ 


ment,  in  which  I  received  further  illuminations 
and  affurance  of  God’s  favour  to  my  foul.  Since 
that  time  the  affetfions  of  my  foul  are  changed  ; 
I  delight  no  more  in  worldly  goods,  but  in  a  die 
of  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  my  foie  joy  and  comfort 
are  center’d  in  him,  who  out  of  the  riches  of 
his  fulnefs  {lengthens  my  foul  with  the  grace  of 
his  holy  fpirit,  and  I  can’t  reft  under  the  hidings 
of  his  face,  until  he  reftores  the  comfort  of  his 
love.  I  vet  learn  more  and  more  the  wretched 

bafenefs  of  my  corrupt  nature,  and  the  vanity  of 

this  life,  and  of  all  worldly  enjoyments ;  1  am 
wearied  with  the  many  evils  that  intercept  at  times 
my  communion  with  the  holy  fpirit,  I  watch,  I 
ftrive,  I  pray  daily  againft  the  enmity  and  ftrug- 
lin-rS  of  my  carnal  heart,  which,  tho  lo  overcome 
s  to  be  kept  under  bv  theaffiftance  of  divine  grace, 
vet  too  often,  Satan  taking  an  advantage  thereby, 
do  foil  me,  which  occaiions  heavinefs  of  heart, 
P'.-h  as  St.  Paul  complain’d  of,  faying,  1  find  a 
P„  in  my  members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  my 
Pul,  bringing  it  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin 


[  15  ] 

and  deaths  yet  at  times  I  am  tranfported  with- 

raptures  of  joy  from  the  rays  or  divine  light  and 
love  darted  into  my  foul,  which  fill  my  mouth 
with  thanks  and  fongs  of  praife.  Indeed  the  good- 
nefs  of  my  God  to  my  foul  is  beyond  expreffion  I 
none  can  know  it  but  thofe  who  have  felt  it;  it  is 
a  heaven  begun  upon  earth.  By  fai.h  I  have  it  in 
a  kind  of  poileflion,  and  can  fay  with  St.  Pan! 9 
henceforth  is  laid  tip  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs . 
And  with  Job,  ?ny  redeemer  liveth  whom  1  /hall  fee 
for  my  felf  &c,  And  1  rejoice  in  hope  ;  being  fully 
allured  that  he  is  faithful  who  hath  pro  mi  fed,  and 
that,  tho’  I  am  as  an  unwholefome  vapour,  as  the 
flench  of  a  loathfom  carcafe  by  reafon  of  the 
pollution  of  my  depraved  nature  remaining  in 
me,  yet  in  Chrift  I  have  a  compleat  righteoufnefs . 
in  him  I  have  Wifdom ,  righteoufnefs ,  fandlifi  cation  % 
and  redemption  i  Cor .  i.  30.  which  he  hath  fealed 
to  me  by  the  gift  of  his  holy  fpirit,  whereby  he 
enables  me  to  cry  Abba  father  :  Not  from  any 
ivorhs  of  righteoufnefs  which  I  have  done ,  or  can  do, 
but  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  me^  by  the  wofhing 
of  regeneration ,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ^ 
which  he  hath  fhed  on  me.  Pit,  iii.  5,  6.  By  his 
free  grace  and  favour  he  hath  faved  me  thro  faith 9 
an  l  that  net  of  my  felf  it  is  the  free  gift  of  God .  Eph.  i  u 
8.  Pie  hath  faved  me ,  and  called  me  with  an  holy  cal- 
lings  &c.  rl  ho’  he  hideth  his  face  from  me  at  times, 
and  I  am  troubled,  and  tho’  at  fuch  feafons  weeping 
may  endure  for  a  night,  yet  joy  cometh  in  the  morn- 
ng  and  his  everlafling  love  he  will  never  entirely  take 
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away  from  me.  O  dear  filter !  This  union  with  the 
bleffed  Jefus,  this  treafure,  this  happinefs,  this  joy, 
is  only  worthy  of  our  anxious  care.  This  is  the 
true  and  chief  end  of  our  being,  that  we  may  know 
the  Lord  to  be  our  God,  to  tafte  that  he  is  gracious, 
to  contemplate  his  divine  excellencies,  and  fer 
forth  his  glory  and  praife  for  ever.  This  is  the 
happinefs  of  angels,  and  of  glorified  faints,  who 
fing  inceffant  fongs  of  praife,  &c.  continually  cry¬ 
ing  holy,  holy ,  holy^  Lord  God  almighty ,  heaven  and 
earth  are  full  of  the  mejefly  of  thy  glory ,  thou  alone 
art  worthy  to  receive  glory  and  honour ,  and  might  and 
majrjiy ,  and  dominion,  and  praife ,  and  thanks ,  for  ever 
and  ever.  O  let  us,  tho’ feeble  unworthy  creatures, 
yet  join  with  thofe  who  excell  in  fhength,  in  the 
delightful  concert !  I  fhould  rejoice  to  hear  that 
you  have  experienced  this  happy  change  of  heart, 
this  union  with  Jefus  above  mention’d. 

Indeed  without  it,  however  moral  we  have  been 
in  our  lives,  we  may  juftly  conclude  that  we  have 
never  been  wafh’d  from  our  original  corruption 

by  the  blood  of  the  holy  Jefus,  and  have  no  part 
in  him,  for  whomfoever  he  accepts  and  juftifies, 
he  alfo  fan&ifies,  and  changes  the  difpofitions  of 
their  fouls  ;  he  fills  them  with  love,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoff.  Inftcad  Oi  delighting 
m  worldly  goods,  we  fhall  delight  henceforth  in  do¬ 
ing  the  will  of  God,  and  fpeaking  of  his  wondr¬ 
ous  goodnefs,  efpecially  of  what  he  has  done  for 
our  fouls.  The  fpirit  of  Chrifl  dwelleth  in  us, 
except  we  are  reprobates,  and  it  powerfully  quick¬ 
ens 
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tns  and  excites  us  to  thofe  things  which  are  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  him,  therefore  by  this  you  may 
prove  your  felf  :  but  firft  ftarch  the  holy  fcriptures^ 
and  fee  whether  thofe  things  are  fo  or  not.  Dea^ 
Sifter,  I  have  no  thought  that  you  are  regardlefs  of 
God,  and  the  welfare  of  your  foul,  but  my  fear 
is  left  you  ftiould  reft  your  felf,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  I  did,  and  be  deceived  in  the  true 
ftate  and  condition  of  your  foul,  as  1  was.  Since 
I  wrote  the  above,  1  have  been  in  a  low  weak 
condition  of  body  which  yet  continues,  and  find" 
ing  that  fitting  to  write  hurts  me,  I  delay'd  copying 
over  fair  what  I  had  wrote  to  fend  you,  but  not  find¬ 
ing  as  yet  any  likelihood  of  health  foon,  I  was  not 
willing  to  delay  any  longer,  left  it  might  not  be 
in  my  power  to  write,  I  am  entirely  refigned  to 

the  will  of  God,  and  defire  that  he  might  difpofe 
of  me  to  his  own  glory.  That  his  blefling  may 
reft  on  you  and  your  family,  that  he  may  give  you 
the  earned:  of  his  blefted  fpirit,  an  affurance  of  his 
favour  here,  and  eternal  comfort  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
when  time  fhall  be  no  more,  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  loving  Brother, 

o  J 


Feb.  5.  1740  1, 


H.  B. 


_ _ 
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NUMB.  II. 

A  letter  from  Mrs,  Bryan  to  her  Sifter,  confirming 
fine  pnjfagcs  mentioned  in  the  former  letter . 

October  , - 1739* 

Dear  Sifter, 

Am  forry  I  had  fo  little  difeourfe  with  you  con¬ 
cerning  your  better  part,  when  you  was  here 
with  me  laft  ;  being  very  defirous  to  know,  if  it  has 
pleafed  God  to  blefs  your  frequent  fickneftes  laft 
winter  to  you.  As  for  me  I  have  learned  by  happy 
experience  that  it  was  good  for  me  that  I  have 
been  afHicfed,  and  muft  own  that  I  had  wrong 
notions  of  religion  ’till  lately.  Had  any  one 
told  me  before  that  illnefs,  that  we  were  to  be 
born  again  of  God,  and  feel  the  power  of  God  in 
our  hearts,  convincing  us  that  we  were  the  children 
of  God,  and  making  fo  intire  a  change  in  us,  as  to 
make  us  new  creatures,  and  to  be  fo  entirely  altered, 
not  only  in  our  outward  a 61  ions,  but  in  our 
thoughts,  words,  and  deftres,  as  to  endeavour  to 
make  them  all  tend  to  God’s  glory,  or  elfe,  that 
we  were  not  in  a  ftate  of  falvation,  I  fhould  have 
thought  it  very  ftrange,  and  what  could  not  be 
true  \  but  I  am  now  as  much  convinced  of  it,  as 
that  I  am  now  writing.  Indeed  we  may  feel  the  Spirit 
of  God  in  our  hearts,  and  be  as  fure  of  it,  as  that 
we  feel  any  thing  we  have  in  our  hands.  Be  not 
furprifed  that  I  tell  you  fo,  for  I  have  experienced 

it.  For  ever  be  adored  my  great  and  good  God 

for 
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tor  making  me  a  partaker  of  his  rich  and  free  grace 
in  jefas  Chrift,  me  who  was  fo  unworthy  !  You 
know  what  an  outward  profeffion  I  made  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  I  thought  I  was  fincere,  I  not  only  made  it 
my  endeavour  to  be  conftant  at  church  and  facra- 
ments,  and  in  performing  my  morning  and  evening 
devotions,  but  endeavoured  to  follow  David’s  rule, 
f even  times  a  day  to  retire  to  pray,  and  to  praife 
God,  and  I  kept  ftridl  falls,  and  yet  was  a  ftranger 
to  true  piety  ;  I  built  on  a  wrong  foundation,  and  no 
wonder  that  the  building  fell,  for  as  foon  as  I  was  fo 
ill  as  to  be  given  over,  and  death  looked  me  in  the 
face,  I  was  fo  far  from  having  any  comfortable 
hopes,  that  I  was  feized  with  great  fear,  and  found 
all  that  I  had  done  would  avail  nothing  in  order 
to  my  juftification,  and  fo  was  forced  out  of  my 
felf  to  rely  entirely  on  Chrift,  and  beged  of  God 
to  have  mercy  on  me,  for  his  fake  alone,  and 
that  1  might  be  found  in  him ,  not  having  my  own 
righteoufnfs .  hut  that  which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  And  one  morning,  as  I  looked  up  to  him 
in  prayer,  he  darted,  as  it  were,  a  ray  of  light  and 
joy  into  my  foul,  which  affeefted  me  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  words  cannot  exprefs.  He  gave  me  as 
great  an  afturance  that  my  prayers  were  heard,  and 
that  lie  had  forgiven  me,  as  if  an  angel  had  been 
fent  to  tell  me  of  it,  and  likewife  that  I  fhould  re¬ 
cover,  tho*  it  was  months  before  I  did.  Once 
after  that,  I  thought  I  was  a  dying,  being  taken 
with  a  great  difficulty  in  breathing,  and  I  felt 
a  little  damp  on  my  fpirits,  even  then  after  my 

a  flu- 


afiurance,  tho?  I  can  never  fufHciently  blefs  God  for 
letting  me  know  the  difference  of  dying  with  com- 
fortablehopes,  and  being  in  great  doubts  ;  for  words 
cannot  exprefs  the  fear  and  aftonifhment  which  feize 
a  foul  in  the  immediate  views  of  death  when  it  is 
doubtful  what  will  become  of  it  to  all  eternity. — 
To  think  you  are  a  going  to  a  place  from  whence 
you  can  never  return,  and  yet  not  to  know  certainly 
what  that  place  may  be,  only  that  it  mu  ft  be  a  place 
<©f  the  greateft  happinefs  or  mifery,  is  furprizingly 
fhocking !  —  And  now  let  me  acquaint  you,  why  I 
had  no  benefit  under  thofe  means  of  grace  which  I 
mentioned  as  formerly  obferved  by  me.  It  was 
owing  to  a  falfe  notion  I  had,  which  I  learnt  from 
the  books  I  had  read,  and  the  dodirines  I  had  heard 
preach’d  by  our  clergy,  that  our  works  were  a  means 
of  our  juftification,  and  that  C'hrilVs  merits  were  to 
make  up  the  deficiencies  of  them.  That  we  were 
to  be  faved  by  faith  alone  ^  without  any  regard  to 
works  pad,  prefent,  or  to  come,  was  what  I  never 
heard  any  of  our  clergy  preach.  I  believed  the 
fcripture,  and  that  there  was  fuch  an  one  as  our 
Saviour,  who  was  both  God  and  man,  and  that 
he  dyed,  and  rofe  again,  and  that  there  was  none 
other  name  given  under  heaven,  whereby  we 
might  be  faved,  but  thro’  him,  but  I  was  fo  far 
from  having  a  living  faith  in  Chrift,  that  I  kne^v 
not  what  it  was.  The  firfl  thing  that  I  would 
have  you  to  do,  dear  Sifter,  for  I  believe  you  are  as 
ignorant  of  that  faith  as  I  was,  is  to  go  to  God  as 
a  poorfinner,  to  beg  falvaticn  of  him  as  his  free  gift, 
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and  earneftly  pray  to  him  to  give  you  a  living  faith, 
whereby  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  may  be  apply ’d  to 
your  heart ;  for,  if  you  have  a  true  faith,  it  will 
work  by  love ;  you'll  find  it  exciting  and  enabling 
you  to  do  every  good  word  and  work,  you’ll  do 
good  works  then  from  a  right  principle,  not  with 
a  view  of  j unifying  your  felf,  but  purely  out 
love  and  gratitude.  I  beg  you  would  not  reft 
your  felf  fatisfy’d  in  your  prefent  condition,  becaule 
you  have  fome  reafon  to  think  your  felf  better  than 
fome  you  are  acquainted  with,  but  in  treat  that  you 
would  cry  earneftly  to  God  night  and  day,  to  give 
you  a  living  faith.  Never  be  eafy  or  think  your 

felf  in  the  way  of  falvation  'till  you  find  or  feel  fome- 
thing  in  your  foul  like  what  I’ve  exprefs’d ;  for  it 
would  be  as  wife  for  you  to  go  to  fleep  when  your 
houfe  is  on  fire  over  your  head,  as  to  be  eafy  in  an 
unregenerate  ftate,  and  in  fuch  a  ftate  you  mud  be, 
’till  you  find  as  intire  a  change  in  your  heart,  as  if 
you  was  become  another  perfon.  I  hope  it  has 
pleafed  God  to  blefs  the  reading  of  thofe  books  to 
you,  which  you  took  home  with  you  ;  and  mult  beg 
of  you  to  read  your  bible  with  more  diligence  and 

attention  then  ever  ;  never  let  a  day  pafs  without 
reading  fome  part  of  it,  and  when  ever  you  go  to 
read,  beg  earneftly  of  God  to  enlighten  your  tin- 
derftanding,  and  blefs  your  reading  to  you  ;  ex¬ 
amine  your  heart  by  what  you  read,  and  when 
you  have  done,  beg  to  God  to  make  you  both  wil¬ 
ling  and  able  to  do  as  you  are  commanded.  One 

thing  I  muft  not  omit,  which  was  of  great  benefit 

to 
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to  me,  which  was  the  reading  of  Mr,  Whiiefidd's 
fermons,  where  I  met  with  things  fo  much  like 
what  pafs’d  in  my  own  foul,  -that  it  gave  me 
a  great  opinion  of  the  author,  for  I  thought  it  was 
impoffible  he  fhould  treat  of  thofe  things  as 
he  does,  if  he  had  not  experienced  them,  and 
that  m  a  more  extraordinary  manner  then  I  had  :  I 
think  there  was  a  particular  providence  in  fending 
thofe  fermons  to  me,  when  1  flood  fo  much  in 
neea  of  infirudlion,  and  was  prepared  to  receive  it. 
If  you  have  not  read  his  Sermons,  I  beg  you  will 
them,  and  likewife  his  J 'ournah,  from  which 
i  alfo.  received  great  advantage.  I’ve  now  laid  by 
all  plays  and  romances,  and  fuch  like  entertain¬ 
ments,  and  defire  to  know  no  other  diverfion'but  that 
cf  doing  good.  You  may  judge  by  this  letter  that 
there  is  fome  change  wrought  in  me,  though  I  own 
with  fhame  it  is  the  firft  letter  I’ve  wrote  on  this 
fuhjedl  to  you  ;  tho’  the  difference  of  our  age  might 
have  made  you  expedf  letters  of  advice  before  now 
from  me,  which  I  hope  you  will  forgive,  for  I  will 
-now  endeavour  to  give  you  the  bed:  I  can,  according 
to  my  poor  capacity,  and  will  pray  that  God  will 
'blefs  my  advice  to  you  ;  tho’  I  confefs  I  am  unfit  to 
teach,  becaufe  I  am  but  beginning  to  learn  wh3t  it  is 
•to  be  a  chriflian,  but  I  trufl  that  a>  God  has  given  me 
a  hearty  defire  to  know  and  do  his  will,  fo  he  will 
give  me  grace  faithfully  to  perform  the  fame,  which 
that  he  may  do  lor  us  both,  is  the  prayer  of, 

Your  affedlionate  Siller, 

C.  B.i 
P.  So 
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P.  S.  One  thing  I  wou’d  have  you  obferve  is, 
that  I  felt  and  experienced  thofe  things  I  tell  you 
or,  before  I  had  read  Mr.  IVbitefield's  works 
on  the  Ntvj'Birth  or  Jij}ificationy  or  heard,  or 
thought  any  fuch  things  were  to  be  felt  or  known, 
fo  that  I  would  not  have  you  think  that  I  was 
led  away  by  him  with  his  Enthufiaftick  noti¬ 
ons,  as  the  world  is  pleas’d  to  call  them. 

N  U  M  B.  III. 

A  letter  from  Air.  Hugh  Bryan  to  his  Child. 

July  i6th9  1740W 

Dear  Child, 

ClOnfidering  the  continual  fcene  of  vanities  be- 
<  fore  you  in  that  town  where  you  are,  which 
pafs  under  the  names  of  neatnefs,  and  innocent 
diverfions,.  and  amufements,  I  (hall  not  be  fur- 
prized  to  hear  that  my  lad  was  a  difagreeable  let— 
ler,  injoyning  unnecefTary  redraints,  and  laying 
you  under  an  obligation  to  be  lingular,  and  con- 
fequently  to  be  pointed  at,  and  perhaps  ridiculed; 
but,  my  Dear,  let  fuch  thoughts  put  you  upon  fee k- 
ing  to  God  for  his  directions  for  that  true  wifdom 
by  which  only  you  may  underftand  his  will.  God 
will  give  liberally,  (fee  James  1.  ver.  5.)  if  we 
feekwith  honed  and  holy  intentions  to  promote  his 
glory,  in  devoting  our  lives  to  his  fervice,  which 
only  is  the  true  end  of  our  being.  Pi  ay  to  God 
for  the  light  of  his  Spirit  to  fearch  the  feriptures, 

(the 
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(the  light  of  your  own  reafon  can  never  under- 

ffand  them  effedually,)  and,  after  you  have  prayed 
and  read,  fpend  fome  time  in  meditating  on  what 
you  have  read,  refolving  by  God’s  affiffance  to 
pra&ice  what  you  fhall  find  to  be  your  duty  how 
difficult  foever  it  may  Teem.  If  you  have  doubts, 
open  your  mind  to  your  aunt  or  your  uncle,  or 
write  to  me  for  advice  :  you  muff  not  be  afham’d 
to  let  me  know  your  doubts  or  ignorance  of  any 
thing  that  concerns  your  foul’s  happinefs,  or  your 
condud  in  life.  The  foul  that  leeks  happinefs 
muff  be  open,  and  willing  to  receive  reproof,  as 
well  as  inffrudion  •  remember  and  bear  conftantly 
in  mind,  that  in  your  baptifmal  vow,  you  have 
abfolutely  renounced  all  the  vanities  of  this  world, 
and  that  every  fuperfluous  thing  is  a  vanity  which 
you  are  to  fhun.  All  difeourfe  which  has  no 
tendency  to  your  own  good,  or  to  the  good  of 
others,  is  idle,  unprofitable,  and  finful,  and  your 
actions  are  to  be  governed  by  the  fame  rule  there¬ 
fore  when  you  find  in  you  an  inclination  to  any 
vanities,  lift  up  your  prayer  to  God  for  ffrength 

to  enable  you,  and  refolve  immediately  to  turn 
your  heart  to  fome  objed,  or  fubjed  that  may 
be  agreeable  to  his  will.  Confider  the  thoughts 
of  your  heart,  efpecially  the  firff  motions  of  your 
foul  every  morning,  whether  they  are  raifed  with 
love  and  thankfullnefs  to  God  for  his  goodnefs,  or 
running  after  other  objeds ;  if  the  latter,  then  im¬ 
mediately  throw  them  off,  as  proceeding  from  the 
evil  one,  and  as  tokens  of  the  ill  fiate,  and  finful 

dir- 
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difeafe  ot  your  own  foul,  and  pray  heartily  for  the 
Jove  of  God  to  be  implanted  in  your  foul,  and  for 
his  falsifying  grace  and  holy  fpirit  to  purify  and 
cleame  all  its  affections.  Thefe  ffrff  fprings  of 
thought  from  the  foul  in  a  morning  are  a  true  in¬ 
dex  of  the  affeCtion  or  ffate  of  the  foul,  for  a 
good  tree  doth  not  bring  forth  evil  fruits,  neither  doth 
a  corrupt  tree  bring  forth  good  fruits,  and  the  fame 
foun  tain  doth  not  fend  forth  bitter  waters  and  fweet : 
as  the  fruit  is,  to  is  the  tree,  and  as  the  ftreams, 
10  is  the  fountain  ;  an  unregenerate  wicked  foul  will 
be  continually  tending  forth  wicked,  impure,  earth. 

,  li^ht,  empty ,  vain,  trifling  and  unholy  thoughts, 
and  every  fcul  that  is  regenerated  and  fanctifyed  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  will  breathe  forth  in  holy  praifes 
and  devout  affections  its  ardours  and  ftrong  de¬ 
fires  to  him,  feeking  with  longings  and  fervency 
after  further  and  ftronger  communications  of  the 
fame  Spirit  to  mould  it  into  love  and  obedience  to 
his  will,  that  his  name  may  be  glorified  by  all 
its  faculties  and  powers.  At  leaf  fuch  a  foul 

W1  gr‘eve  and  mourn  when  fuch  a  frame  of  fpirit 
is  wanting.  And  now,  my  Dear,  can  it  be  a  re- 
firaint  on  a  foul  thus  difpofed,  to  refrain  vain  fonzs 
dancings,  and  fine  drefs,  or  light  and  unprofitable 
tiifcourie  and  diverfions  ?  Or  will  not  fplritual 
fongs,  hymns,  and  pfalms  of  praife  be  more  no¬ 
ble,  and  fu. table,  and  agreeable  to  raife  its  af¬ 
fections  to  the  true  objeds  of  its  love  r  And  will 
not  a  p'ain  clean  drefs,  profitable  difcourfe  that 
may  inform  the  judgment,  and  fuch  diverfions 

U  only 
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only  as  may  fit  and  prepare  both  body  and  foul  for  the 
true  and  only  end  of  its  being,  (namely,  to  glorify 
God)  be  its  only  delight  and  conftant  aim  and 
happinefs,  even  in  this  life  ?  Then,  and  not  till  then 
can  it  truly  fay  with  the  holy  Pfalmiji ,  If  bom  have 
1  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
that  1  defer e  b,  fide s  (or  like  unto)  thee ,  Pfal.xxiii.  25. 
for  thou,  O  God,  art  the  ftrength  cf  my  heart  and  my 
portion  for  ever .  This  is  the  happinefs  of  the  godly 
perfon  even  in  this  life,  and  fuch  an  one  can  fay 
further  ;  God  is  on  my  fide ,  I  will  not  fear ,  but 
mill  rejoice  in  him ,  the  God  of  my  Jalvation  ;  is 
fpirit  Jha'l  comfort  and  fupport  me,  and  by  his  power , 
fhall  1  be  delivered  out  of  all  adverfities .  O  !  reft  not, 
my  Dear,  in  the  love  of  worldly  goods;  get  out  of 
this  fpiritual  Sodom ,  from  the  vain  fenfual  delights 
which  pollute  the  foul,  left  you  be  confumed  with 
the  wicked  ;  flee  to  your  moft  gracious  redeem¬ 
er,  feek  to  him  with  ftrong  and  conftant  prayers 
to  accept  and  juftify  you  by  his  free  grace,  and 
fandtify  your  corrupt  nature  by  his  holy  Spirit, 
that  your  whole  foul  and  body  may  be  prepared 
for  his  fervice,  and  devoted  Entirely  to  do  his  will. 
Let  this, advice  fink  deep  into  your  heart!  Pray 
over  it  as  I  do,  that  the  blefiing  of  God’s  Spirit 
may  accompany  your  foul  in  the  perufal  of  it.  To  his 
moft  gracious  favour  and  protection  1  commit  you  ; 
and  may  he  reward  the  kindnefs  of  your  Uncle 
and  Aunt  with  all  fpiritual  and  temporal  Bleflings, 

as 
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as  may  be  rr.oft  expedient  for  them.  —  My  love 
waits  on  them  :  my  family  was  well  four  days  pad. 

From  your  affectionate  Father, 

*//.  B. 

NUMB.  IV. 


Another  Utter  from  Mr .  Hugh  Bryan  to  his  Child . 

October  14th ,  1740. 

Dear  Child, 

f/^Nowing  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  the  na 


JLl^.  tural  enmity  of  our  hearts  to  the  true  love  of 
him  and  his  ways,  I  would,  if  poffible,  perfwade 
you.  Indeed  my  foul  is  in  pain  for  you  till 
Chrift  be  formed  in  you,  for  til!  then  there  can  be 
no  more  true  fellowfhip  and  communion  betwixt 
God  and  the  foul,  than  betwixt  light  and  dark- 

■Smmi 

nefs,  God  and  Belial :  and  in  nothing  are  we  more 
apt  to  deceive  ourfelves,  than  in  the  true  date  of 
our  hearts  towards  God  ;  our  hearts  are  very  de¬ 
ceitful,  and  continually  prone  to  evil  ;  and  felf-love 
is  partial,  it  feeks  to  put  favourable  conftruCtions 
on  all  our  thoughts,  words,  and  actions;  we  are 
apt  to  fay  of  bur  fins,  as  Lot  of  the  city  of  Zoar ,  Is 
it  not  a  little  one  ?  Forgetting  the  infinite  purity  and 
truth  of  God,  that  he  hates  all  fin  and  will  not  clear 
the  guilty,  for  he  is  juji  as  well  as  merciful.  If  wc 
break  one  tittle  of  the  commandments  we  are  guilty 
of  ail,  and  fhall  be  juftly  condemned  for  our  fin,  ex¬ 
cept  we  repent,  and  by  faith  lay  hold  on  the  righte- 
©ufnefsof  Jefus  Chrid.  Our  mod  perfeft  obedi- 
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tr.ce  is  chargeable  with  imperfection  and  fin;  and 
even  our  moil:  ardent  prayer  and  penitential  cries, 
iland  in  need  of  our  Lord’s  atonement  and  medi¬ 
ation.  But,  for  ever  blefied  be  the  name  of  the 
holy  Jems,  who,  feeing  our  mifery,  and  knowing 
the  true  va'ue  of  our  fouls,  did,  out  of  his  free 
grace  and  love,  become  our  furety,  and,  to  fave 
us,  took  upon  him  our  nature  and  .fullfilied  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  whole  law  of  God  in  our 
Bead.  He  ihed  his  mofl  precious  blood,  and  died 
to  expiate  our  guilt  ;  he  arofe  again  for  our  j uni¬ 
fication,  and  afcended  and  entered  into  his  glory 
with  the  Father,  where  he  ever  makes  interceilion 
for  the  fins  of  fuch  as  come  to  him  ;  that  all  ihofe 
who  truly  believe  in  him  fhould  not  perifh,  but 
have  ev'erlafting  life.  My  Dear,  fearch  your  heart 
diligently,  in  your  prayers  beg  cartufily  and  con¬ 
stantly  of  God  to  fhew  you  even  the  mofl  fecret 
fins  of  your  life,  left  you  be  deceived  and  fall  fhort  of 
the  grace  of  God  ;  led,  not  embracing  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  Ins  mercy  in  the  drivings  of  his  Spi  it  with 
your  foul  now  to  reclaim  you,  by  putting  you 
in  mind  of  your  miferable  deprav’d  nature,  and 
your  daily  fins  of  commifiion  and  om  fiion,  of 
thoughts,  words,  and  deeds,  (  each  of  which  dderve 
damnation)  and  of  God’s  great  willingnefs  to  re¬ 
ceive  you  to  the  arms  of  his  mercy,  thro’  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  his  foil,  your  day  of  grace  be  pair, 
'and  he,  for  your  obfiinate  refufal  or  neglect,  with¬ 
draw  his  holy  Spirit,  and  leave  you  to  the  awaken¬ 
ings  of  a  wounded  confcience  and  of  his  awful  judg¬ 
ment* 
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inent.  Remember  Ejau ,  who,  having  once  flight* 
ed  his  father’s  blefiing,  could  not  afterwards  ob¬ 
tain  it,  tho  he  fought  it  carefully  zuith  tears .  Con- 
fider  the  infinite  condefcention  of  God  the  Father* 
God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghofl:,  jointly 
concurring  in  the  work  of  our  redemption,  giving 
the  knowledge  of  fin  by  his  holy  law,  and  of 
the  way  for  pardon  and  falvation,  in  his  holy 
gofpel.  Our  gracious  redeemer  therein  holding 
forth  the  tenders  of  his  love  and  pardon  to  all  that 
will  come  to  him  to  be  faved,  I  have  not  now 

*  .7 

time  to  enlarge  on  the  condefcending  goodnefs  of 
God  to  us ;  1  can  only  fay  it  is  infinite  ;  and  could 
we  love  him  with  a  feraphick  love,  and  praife  his 
holy  name  with  the  tongue  of  angels  to  all  eter¬ 
nity,  it  would  be  infinitely  fhort  of  his  fuper- 
abounding  love  to  us  in  Jefus  Chrift.  My  Dear, 
be  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  means ;  read  your  Bible, 
not  in  a  fight  or  fuperficial  manner,  but  with 
a  heart  feeking  to  God  to  reveal  the  truth  and 
light  thereof  to  your  foul.  Read  alfo  IVhitefield\ 
and  Allein's  works,  and  books  of  that  nature  * 
look  not  upon  them  as  too  ftridt,  for  if  you  do, 
and  content  your  felf  with  a  lefs  degree  of  holinefs 
than  they  require,  as  confident  with  fcripture5 
you’ll  find  your  felf  deceived,  when  probably  it 
will  be  too  late.  The  foul  that  is  truly  converted 
firives  to  be  holy  as  God  is  holy,  and  to  abound 
in  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit :  thro5  the  miftaken  no¬ 
tions  of  religion,  the  true  ways  of  God  feem  to 
the  unregenerate  and  carnal  world*  as  rigours  and 
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feverities,  heavy  burthens  grievous  to  be  born,  and 
inconfiftent  with  his  goodnefs  ;  they  know  not 
they  are  lick,  their  palates  are  vitiated,  their  eyes 
and  underftandings  blinded  thro’  the  malignant 
difeafe  of  their  fouls,  and  therefore  they  conclude 
the  moft  favory  meat  to  be  naufeous,  or  at  be  ft 
infipid.  But  the  foul  that  is  made  whole  by 
the  fan£tify  ing  virtues  of  the  blood  of  Chrift 
has  quite  a  different  taile,  it  favours  the  things  of 
God,  its  greatefl  care  is  to  be  found  in  his  likenefs, 
imitating  the  holinefs  and  love  of  the  bleffed  Jefus, 
and  wou’d,  if  poflible,  be  filled  with  a  feraphick 
Jove  to  the  author  of  its  being;  it  rejoices  in  the 
communications  of  his  grace  and  holy  Spirit  to 
animate  and  flrengthen  it  to  do  his  will,  and  if 
at  any  time  it  finds  a  coldnefs  or  lukewarmnefs 
towards  him,  it  is  reillefs  and  difconfolate,  feek- 
ing  with  the  utmoft  importunity  the  quickning 
rays  of  his  Spirit  to  kindle  up  the  fparks  of  its 
affedfion  to  flame  out  towards  him  ;  it  will  admit  of 
no  rival  to  take  pofl'eflion  in  his  room,  its  thirflings 
are  only  for  the  living  God,  to  have  conftant  com¬ 
munion  and  fellowfliip  with  his  Spirit,  thereby 
to  advance  his  glory ?  and  folace  it  felf  in  his  love  ; 
it  looks  on  the  ornaments  of  drefs  and  fafhion  as 
delufive  toys  that  enfnare  the  foul,  and  on  the  gay- 
ety  and  mirth  of  this  world,  as  the  product  of  de¬ 
prav’d  minds,  intirely  ignorant  of  the  true  joys 
of  religion.  The  foul  that  has  tailed  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  gift,  Ioaths  thefe  huffs,  as  only  fit  for  fw7ine. 
So  divine  and  weighty,  and  of  fuch  infini  e  con- 
are  thefe  fubjefrs  I  write  of,  and  lo 

pre- 
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precious  an  immortal  foul,  especially  to  me,  one 
that  is  fo  nearly  allied  and  even  linked  andrivctted 
in  mine  as  yours  is,  that  I  know  not  when  to 
end  my  perfwafions.  O  that  the  great  God  may 
imprefj  thefe  things  on  your  foul  with  power, 
and  direft  you  with  h‘s  trut'ns  ■  —  ^  fuppofe,  before 
this,  you  muft  have  heard  of  your  Mamma  s  death  ; 
my  lofs  in  her  is  great ;  fne  was  my  fmcere  friend, 
and  faithful  monitor ;  her  convention  was  fa- 
vory  and  inftrucling,  flowing  from  a  h.eart  dili¬ 
gently  attentive  to  underftand  the  fear  of  God  and 
love  of  truth  :  her  end  was  glorious,  being  fill  d 
with  a  divine  love,  and  a  flrong  faith  ;  I  repine 
not,  neither  do  I  grieve,  becaufe  God  did  graci- 
oufly  incline  his  ear,  and  anfwer’d  our  poor  un¬ 
worthy  prayers  for  her  in  the  agonies  of  death  ; 
he  furnilhed  her  lamp  with  frefh  oyl,  and  took  her 
away  rejoycing  in  his  falvation.  0  that  God  may 
enable  us  fo  to  live,  that  we  may  die  the  death 
of  the  righteous,  and  that  our  latter  end  may  be 
like  hers  ^  Her  dying  words  I  inclofe  for  your  pe- 
S, I  have  (thro’  God’s  bleffing)  now  a  good 
ffate  of  health  ;  a  little  longer  time  is  given  me 
to  improve  for  the  fervice  of  my  mafler.  Mr.  B— 
and  Mrs.  B —  are  well.  Our  love  waits  on  your 
Uncle  and  Aunt  :  I  received  a  letter  to  day  from 
\r  q _  fne  is  well,  and  very  thankful  that 

fhe  was  fent  to  Georgia  for  learning. 

\ 

From  your  affectionate  Father, 

H.  B. 


N  U  M  B, 
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N  U  M  B.  V. 

A  Liter  from  Mr.  Hugh  Bryan  to  bis  Sijler. 

n  c-n  ^cv-  7^>  1740. 

Dear  Sifter,  /n 

Am  in  health  of  body,  and  I  truft  in  my  God 
that  h.s  goodnefs  to  me  fhall  redound  to  his 
glory.  N—  G—  was  well  laft  Friday  :  Mr.  H— 
writes  we  much  in  commendation  of  her,  and  fhe 
anKj  me  for  lending  her  to  Georgia,  hoping  it 
win  tend  to  her  eternal  welfare.— God,  whofe  com- 
paflions  never  fail  thofe  who  fmcerely  feek  him, 
has  greatly  manifefted  his  love  to  my  Brother  7— 
has  caufed  the  light  of  his  Spirit  to  break  in  upon 
h.s  foul,  and  has  difpell’d  the  clouds  of  darkneG 
and  defpair,  with  which  he  was  overcaft,  fo  that 
h,s  mourning  is  turn’d  to  joy,  and  he  is  thankfully 
ihewmg  forth  the  praifes  of  our  redeemer.  His 
wife  has  alio  prevailed,  and  rejoyces  in  hope  of 
the  glory  of  God’s  favour  in  thrift.  Mrs.  H— 
is  under  ftrong  convictions.  O  that  God  may 
g.ve  her  ftrength  and  patience  to  bear  up,  and 
wait  his  time  for  the  moving  of  the  waters,  to 
heal  her  foul  !  Brother  R - ’s  fami!y  was  in 

health  laft  week  ;  I  have  not  heard  from  Brother 
.S’  fmee  you  was  up.  I  hope  they  are  all  near 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  that  he  that  has  begun 
a  good  work  in  their  hearts  will  perfect  it,  to  their 
eternal  comfort  and  his  glory.  My  Niece,  Mrs.  B— 

continues  full  of  Jo  ve  and  joy  from  the  refrelhments 

4  ©f 
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f.c  me  Almighty.  Mr.  B—  is  feeking  under  con- 
vidions,  and  ftriving  and  waiting  to  obtain  the 
happy  change.  Mr.  J- - 's  hall  >.  throng  d 

every  evening  with  the  inhabitants,  who  join  wth 

him  in  praye  s  and  praifes;  and  the  humility  and 
love  in  his  behaviour  (peak  him  to  be  a  ler^an 
of  Jefus  Chr.ft.  O  that  God  vvou  d  perfect  him 
more  and  more  for  the  edification  of  the  churn, 

and  his  own  eternal  bleflednefs !  —  1  am  g!‘e  M 
hear  the  reproaches  that  are  devifed  againft  1  . 

jjf  left  they  fhoulci  alienate  the  heaitso  omc 

from  the  truths  fpoken  by  him  ;  tho  God,  who  is 
able  to  bring  good  out  of  evil,  will  doub.lefs  dd- 
pofe  all  things  to  his  own  glory,  and  to  t .  g 
of  his  faithful  fervants.  1  o  his  name  e  g  ory 

£1Csia0er,Ck"us  who  have  been  made  par- 
-  takers  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  tatted  thegoodnefs 

of  divine  love,  be  zealous  Mr  toe  honour  of  _ 
n  pj  -a  and  for  the  welfare  of  our  friends, 
Stg  alwap  in  convention  that  which  tends 
to  edification,  and  by  example  and  precept^endea- 
vour  to  win  over  thole  about  us.  .e  ?  > 

ers  be  continually  amending  m  their  behalf  \  ho 

knows  but  God  may  have  regard  to  our  fuppl.ca 

lions,  thro’  the  Son  of  his  love,  and  6lv®  us 
more  abundant  reafon  to  rejoyce  in  him  or  g 
ing  others  of  our  dear  friends  to  be  fellow  heirs 
with  us  in  the  inheritance  of  the  faints.  ‘ 

been  in  pain  for  S.fte.  u - ,  Mit  ro  _ 

ef  your  Brother  and  her  Father  to  Mr. 


' 
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fte  ftould  thi,lc  the  more  lightly  of  his  doflrinej, 

faJ  fl3Way  from  her  love  to  Chrirt.  O  that 

.nd"^fnfr  Md  e“  faith  in  hint 

her  p  J Kr  f0Uft1  V;;th  fuch  love,  as  may  make 

Y  ?,  !  aga‘nft  a!I  the  affau!ts  the  enemy  ' 

,  .  d°We]1  t0  often  to  ftrenpthen  each 

me  -Gord.  I  find  the  incumbrances  in  the 

on  *  °f  th,s  vvor!d  d°g  and  dull  my  aftctfti- 

loaths'r  T  Pa  Sreat  bUrthCn  a’,d  tr°ub,e  ;  m7  f°ul 

Joaths  thole  hufks,  and  I  am  too  deeply  indeed  to 

», ,  k  of  them  o  ddJii  ,^3 

»°T  t!a°“fe’  tak'S  *»  few. 

to  be  7  r  a  *j  i0ns‘  *  watch  over  my  heart  and  pray 

J  d:md  "°m  lh'r'r“'«.  twain  too ota 

fold  b,  them  day's  „peri<nee  ftew]  ^ 

=■  depravity  of  my  nature,  that  I  am  all  weak- 

”*>  ™P«f.aion,  and  (in,  and  tha,  [  ftand  every 
moment  need  of  the  guidance  and  / 

a  fupernatoral  tvifdom  a„d  pa„r  M  leep  n( 

h  mam  V1  an<^  lnc^*neme  t0  w^at  is  good.  The 
life  f,  indeed  very  fit,,  Spared  to  * 

rC,  our  paffions  are  ftrong,  our  judgments 

eak  our  enemy  powerful,  fubtil  and  experienced, 

therefore  our  bleflcd  Saviour  advifes  us  „  watcl 

end Pray,  and  to  abide  in  him  ;  and  the  apofile  PW 

advttes  us  to ■ ;,/  tf,  «**  ameur  ofGJ,  that 

ice  may  be  able  to, ftand  cgairrjl  the  wile!,  and  fiery 
darn  0f  the  deviL  Wg  muft  dai,7  ^ 

J  7  Pp;  f°  k0OW  the  ^e  of  our  hearts, 
mu  u  y  confider  the  impreffions  of  God’s 

fcpint  on  our  fouls,  and  what  thoughts,  words, 

or 
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or  aflions  obftruft  that  communion  and  harmony, 

which  a  union  with  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  require*. 
The  fruits  of  this  blefled  union,  the  apoftle  tells 
us,  are  love,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft, 

A  fenfe  of  our  pardon  and  reconciliation  thro 
Chrift  felt  in  the  foul  by  the  operations  of  his 
bleffed  Spirit,  filling  it  with  love  unfpeakable  and 
full  of  glory,  draws  it  to  delight  it  felf  in  its 
beloved,  and  it  gladly  ftrives  to  be  moulded  more 
and  more  into  his  likenefs,  to  be  holy  as  he  is 
holy  in  all  the  faculties  and  powers  of  foul  and 
body.  From  this  union  of  Spirits  with  Chrift’s 
we  more  clearly  difcern  his  glorious  perfections 
revealed  in  his  word,  and  our  natural  baleneis 
and  mifery  ;  as  alfo  his  boundlefs  love  and  con- 
defcention  in  calling  us  to  a  ftate  of  falvation, 
thro’  the  facrifice  and  oblation  of  his  precious 
blood  ;  for  not  by  any  works  of  rigbteoufnefs  that 
we  have  done  (or  can  do)  but  from  his  fovereign  free 
grace  and  favour,  he  calleth  us  to  this  glorious 
liberty  of  heirfhip  with  himfelf  of  eternal  glory, 
altho’,  in  the  judgment  of  our  confidences,  we 
juftly  deferve  damnation.  From  thefe  confideratU 
ons,  and  feeling  the  rays  of  divine  light  and  love  in 
the 'foul,  the  foul  is  tranfported  into  extafies  of  joy 
and  thankfulnefs,  loft  in  wonder,  love,  and  praife; 
our  heaven  is  begun  on  earth,  by  faith  we  have 
it  in  poffeffion,  and  by  thofe  manifeftations  of 
divine  light  and  love  to  our  fouls,  we  tafte  the 
fweetnefs  of  that  bread  of  life,  that  heavenly 
manna  of  our  fouls,  our  compaflionate  Jefus,  and 
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W'  our  folves  in  his  ,ovc.  0  itopendous  lore  * 
ho  can  feel  it,  and  not  be  lifted  up  into  ran 

r.  ;°  "Ch°  f0r"’  >»“"«  praife  ?  But 

t  ,  r,!r  oomniiferate  thei 

dcp  Otab.e  folly  and  blmdnefe,  who,  being 

rant  of  thofe  rays  from  the  fun  of  mhteoufnefi 

?,n,fn?  °n  the  ^  cftcero  our  in,atd  Velin 

,e  rplnt’  and  J°y  ^  the  Holy  Gholl  to  be  a 
religious  frenzy  raifed  by  the  Length  of  heated 

imagination,  or  feme  diforder  of  the  body.  V  1 

r  [IT:  if  tbe  compofition’  ~ 

the  mod  minute  infect,  thou  wilt  nre 

•  ,  de,;y  the  e&ntial  truths  of  God  reveal’d 

in  h,s  word,  and  the  operations  of  his  i„fn  t ^ 
Spirit,  because  not  i  ,  I;,nnite 

the  rhch  of  Zt  I°7  ^  W'“h>" 

Let  us  ever  adore  and  o'rsT 

.  dU0'e  and  praife  our  good  God  who 

has  inclined  our  hearts  to  believe  and  receive  his 

truths  and  has  not  left  us  to  the  power  and  ma 

ice  of  the  tempter  and  deftroyer  of  fouls,  Dear 

lam  telling  you  that  which,  (I  hope)  yeu 

know  better  t  an  my  felf,  but  you  will  excufe  me 

U  you  consider  what  I  write  as  a  mi-  ’ 

mind  you  of  your  great  oblDa-W  ^  f°  ^ 

gleft  the  gift  of  God  nfe,  ^  C°  ne' 
r  •  .  .  ,n  y°u>  hut  zealouflv  to 

perfeverc  in  whatfoever  mav  ren,t  *  .  •  } 

the  good  of  others  and  v  °  hl$  ^ry. 

.  fa  .  s>  and  your  eternal  comfort  T 

Jong  to  Pee  you;  I  could  ;i  r|  .  .  ' 

(vvulioin  fiatieryj  that  I  loved  you  as  a  Hr  1  0  -1  °“ 
but  now  much  more,  beloved  of  my'  L„) 

I  find  a  union  of  fouls  with  all  who  are  „ '  “'j' 

to 
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to  him  ;  we  are  all  one  in  him,  feparate  members, 
but  yet  of  the  fame  body,  and  joint  heirs  together 
of  his  fulnefs  ;  therefore  as  our  diftance  from  each 
other  will  not  admit  of  frequent  converfation 
together,  let  us  correfpond  by  writing,  let  us  fym- 
pathize  with  each  other  in  forrow  or  joy,  and  pro¬ 
voke  unto  love,  and  to  good  works.  My  love  waits 

on  Brother  T - ,  Brother  and  Sifter  S - , 

Sifter  B - ,  and  all  friends.  Mrs.  B — —  falutes 

you  with  love,  May  cur  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl  him- 
felf  and  God,  even  our  Father ,  who  hath  loved  usy 
and  given  us  ever  la  fling  conflation^  and  good  hope  thro 9 
grace ,  comfort  your  hearts ,  and  keep  y.u  blamelefs 
and  havmlefs  without  rebuke ,  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  crooked 
and  perverfe  generation ,  among  whom  may  you  fbirig 
as  lights  in  the  world !  That  you  may  be  fruitful 
in  every  good  word  and  work  to  the  glory  of  his 
free  grace,  is  the  prayer  of. 

Your  affectionate  Brother, 

H.  B . 

Dear  Sifter, 

Pray  for  me  that  my  faith  may  be  ftrong  in 
the  Lord* 


E 
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NUMB.  VI. 

4  letter  from  Mr .  Hugh  .Bryan,  to  Major  J _ . 

B— - 

Nov.  27//;,  1740* 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Me!  o  fed  is  a  letter,  which  if  put  into  our 
Weekly  Gazette  might  probably  have  fome  good 
effect.  Our  God  has  fuftered  long  with  us,  and 
I  rear  left  the  late  fire  may  be  followed  whh  more 
fevere  ftrokes  of  his  difpieafure.  Certainly  we 
ftand  in  need  of  having  our  hearts  humbled  by 
fcourgings,  ft  nee  the  fatherly  difpenfations  of  di¬ 
vine  bounty  and  favour  have  only  been  abufed  to 
fecurity.- —  Surely  never  could  there  be  more  need 
for  mourners  in  Zion  than  at  this  dav  amon^  us, 
becaufe  that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and 
men  choofe  darknefs  rather  than  light,  and  have 
trampled  on  the  blood  of  the  everlaftins  covenant, 
defpiftng  ti  e  riches  of  God's  free  grace  in  Jefus 
Chnft,  whom  they  fet  at  nought,  and  even  among 
thofe  who  profefs  to  love  Chrift,  and  bow  before 
him  as  his  people,  too  many  do  in  works  deny 
him  refting  in  the  outfide  fhell  of  religion:  they 
referve  their  hearts  (tho’  the  only  acceptable  fa- 
criftce  in  his  fight)  for  the  joys  and  vanities  of 
worldy  good,  and  the  fervice  of  his  enemy  the 
devil.  Surely  this  is  refting  on  a  fpider’s  webb, 
and  if  fuch  fouls  are  not  rous’d  from  their  fecurity, 
they  will  drop  thro’  into  hell.  God  will  not  ac¬ 
cept  of  lefs  than  the  whole  heart.  All  the  fa¬ 
culties 
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cul ties  and  powers  of  our  fouls  and  bodies  aie  to  ee 
entirely  given  up  and  devoted  to  his  fervice,  (tho 
all  are  too  little,  too  mean  to  make  a  due  return 
of  love  and  praife  )  otherwife  how  fhould  the  gate 
be  Jiraight  and  the  ivay  narrow  that  leads  to  life  d 
Plow  fhould  it  be  as  eafy  for  a  Camel  to  go  thro ’  a 
needle  s  eye^  as  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  ?  Here  lies  the  difficulty  in  refigning 
the  whole  heart,  in  renouncing  the  world,  the 
profits  and  pleafures  thereof,  and  giving  up  all  in 
affection  for  ChriiVs  fake.  This  made  the  young 
rich  man  go  away  forrowful,  tho’  he  thought  he  had 
kept  the  other  commandments,  and  had  reited  him- 
felf  there.  Too  many  in  our  days  follow  his  ex¬ 
ample,  and  are  fo  deluded  as  to  imagine  thatChrifFs 
precepts  to  his  followers,  not  to  lay  up  for  tkemfelves 
treafures  on  earthy  to  be  crucified  unto  the  world 
to  take  up  their  crops  daily  and  follow  him ,  &c. 
have  not  that  fignification  in  them  which  they 
plainly  import.  O  deluded  fouls  !  has  he  told 
us  that  thro ’  much  tribulation  we  muft  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven ,  and  fhall  we  feek  that  heavenly 
inheritance  in  the  ways  of  worldly  indulgences  and 
eafe  l  Did  he  with  patience  and  humility  go  the 
thorny  way,  by  reproaches,  mockings,  fcourgings5 
buffettings,  and  exquifite  fufrerings  ;  why  then 
fhould  we  expert  to  follow  him  on  beds  of  down  ? 
Can  we  give  him  all  the  affections  of  our  fouls,* 
heartily  defiring  that  his  will  may  be  done 
in  and  by  us,  in  all  things  that  may  advance  his 
glory  and  intereff,  whether  by  our  poverty,  re» 

E  2  proaches 
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proaches,  necefiities,  perfections,  or  even  cur 
ceath,  by  buffering  and  bearing  all  things  for  his 
ffke  ?  jJotn  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrain  us  to 
ihive  heartily  (as  thofe  that  are  running  a  race,)  to 
imploy  all  the  faculties  and  powers  of  our  fouls 
bodies,  and  our  fubftance  for  his  glory  and 
fei vice  ?  Have  we  felt  in  our  fouls  a  real  borrow 
lor  fin,  prefling  us  down  under  its  burthen  l  Have 
we  feen  ourlelves  loft  undone  creatures,  and 
that  we  had  no  help  in  our  felves  ?  Have  we 
been  driven  to  fee k  for  refuge  in  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
caft  our  felves  entirely  on  him,  and  apply  him  to 
our  fouls  by  faith,  for  righteoufnefs,  juftification, 
fandlification,  redemption,  and  eternal  life  ?  And 
have  we  experienced  the  powerful  influences  of 
his  holy  Spirit  in  our  fouls,  filling  our  heai ts  with 
love,  and  peace,  and  joy,  and  does  he  continue  to 
excite,  quicken,  and  ftrengthen  us  to  love  and  fear 
him,  and  to  do  his  will  ?  Then  are  we  indeed 
his  dsfciples,  and  may  a  fibre  our  hearts  before  him, 
that  zve  are  pojjed  from  death  unto  life ,  tho’  indeed 
narrow  is  the  z uay  that  leads  to  life ,  and  few  there 
be  that  find  it ,  compared  to  thofe  many  that  go 
the  broad  uay  to  dejlrudiim .  By  their  fruits  ye 
fhall  know  them  ;  a  fig-tree  doth  not  bear  olive  • 
berries ,  neither  a  vine  figs ,  and  the  fame  fountain 
doth  not  yield  fait  water s  and  freflo .  Tilde  things 
I  hope  you  know  better  than  my  felf,  but  let  us  ftir 
up  each  other  unto  love  and  good  works  :  1  fhal] 
be  glad  of  a  correfpondence  of  this  nature,  and  let 
many  of  us  as  have  obtained  grace  and  fiavou 

thro* 
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thro3  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (hew  our  gratitude 
by  {driving  to  advance  his  kingdom  in  the  hearts  of 
all  about  us,  with  whom  we  converfe  ;  let  us 
be  improving  our  talents  diligently  to  his  glory,  that 
we  may  in  the  great  day  be  able  to  give  account 
of  cur  ftewardjhip  with  joy ,  and  may  not  he  afraid 
with  any  amazement .  We  know  it  is  written, 
he  that  converteth  a  /inner  from  the  error  of  his 
way ,  frail  fave  a  foul  from  death ,  and  hide  a 
multitude  of  fins.  My  refpecls  wait  on  you  and 
your  fpoufe  :  that  you  both  may  be  fill’d  with  the 
1  ,ve  of  God,  and  that  his  gracious  favour  and  pro¬ 
tection  may  be  more  and  more  manifefted  to  your 
fouls  to  add  new  vigour  to  your  faith  and  zea 
for  his  glory,  is  the  prayer  of.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  fervant  in  Jefus  Chrift. 

II.  £  , 


N  U  M  B.  VII. 

A  letter  from  Mr *  Hugh  Bryan  to  his  Sifter. 

Jan.  2 2d.  1 740*  I. 

Dear  Sifter, 

I  Rejoiced  the  laft  Cummer  to  hear  that  God  had 
fill'd  you  with  his  love,  and  that  you  had  de¬ 
voted  yourfelf  to  be  a  follower  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  His  condefcentionsto  us  are  infinite,  and  the' 
returns  of  love  that  we  poor  duft  can  make,  could 
we  fpend  an  eternity  in  devoting  all  the  faculties  and 

E  j  power 
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powers  of  our  fouls  and  bodies  to  do  his  will,  and 
fetting  forth  his  glory  and  praife,  all  would  be 
too  mean,  too  unworthy  to  be  mentioned  as  any 
recompenfe  for  his  favours.  How  highly  does  he 
honour  us,  in  calling  us  out  of  darknefs  into  his 
marvellous  light,  from  the  flavery  of  fin  and  death 
to  liberty  and  eternal  life,  from  being  children  of 
the  devil  to  be  his  children,  and  heirs  of  eternal 
glory,  whilft  many  others,  perhaps  our  fuperiours 
in  both  natural,  and  acquired  accompli fliments  of 
body  and  mind,  as  to  temporals,  are  left  hill  in 
their  hate  of  nature,  in  blindnefs  and  darknefs  of 
heart,  ignorant  of  the  power  of  converting  grace, 
and  of  the  fweetnefs  of  the  communications  of  di¬ 
vine  love  in  their  fouls,  having  no  affurance  of 
God's  everlafting  and  unchangeable  love  to  them 
thro'  Chrift  jefus.  Indeed,  dear  Sifter,  we  are  highly 
obliged  above  the  carnal  world  ;  and  our  dear  Lord 
faith  of  him  to  ivbcm  much  is  given,  that  of  him 
(hall  much  be  required :  the  fins  of  God’s  children 
ftab  him  to  the  very  heart,  in  that  they  brino- 
contempt  on  his  holy  ways,  and  cccafion  his  ene¬ 
mies  to  blafpheine  and  to  triumph  in  their  rebel¬ 
lion  againft  him.  This  confideration  fhould  make 
us  careful  to  walk  circumfpeGly,  and  fill  us  with 
an  holy  zeal  for  God,  to  employ  all  our  ftrength 
of  Soul  and  Body  fo  as  may  promote  his  glory 
and  intereft  5  this  and  nothing  lefts  can  be  agree- 
able  to  his  commandment  of  loving  him  with  all 
$ur  hearts )  and  with  all  cur  Jhength ,  and  nothing 

ftiort 
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fhort  of  this  love  can  be  acceptable  to  him.  The 
heart  that  is  divided  in  its  affe&ions  can  have 
no  true  peace,  no  communion  or  fellowfhip  with 
the  holy  Jefus,  and  if  we  have  tafled  that  he  is 
gracious,  and  felt  his  love  in  our  fouls,  and  now 
find  that  he  is  withdrawn,  and  that  a  cloud  over- 
fpreads  our  hearts,  I  believe  we  (hall  find,  on  a 
fitldl  fearch  into  them,  that  we  are  fallen  from 
our  fteadfaftnefs,  that  we  have  admitted  feme  rival 
of  his  into  our  fouls,  and  provok’d  him  to  with¬ 
draw  from  us.  I  know  this  is  not  always  the 
cafe  in  times  of  defertion  ;  fometimes  he  with¬ 
draws,  to  fhew  us  our  weaknefs,  and  to  humble 
us,  but  I  think  that  you  will  find  by  a  drift  ob- 
fervation  of  the  difpofitions  of  your  heart  in  the 
general,  that  fin  is  commonly  the  caufe  of  God’s 
hiding  his  face,  and  leaving  us  under  darknefs 
and  trouble,  therefore  under  defertion  we  ought 
to  fearch  our  hearts  diligently,  and  to  be  earned 
with  God  to  fhew  us  our  hidden  fins,  to  affid 
us  to  fee  and  know  ourfelves,  even  as  he  knows 
us,  and  to  cleanfe  our  hearts  from  whatfoever  is 
offenfive  to  his  will,  and  never  let  us  take  any  red 
in  our  felves,  under  the  hidings  of  his  face,  but 
feek  him  with  redlefs  and  earned  defires,  un¬ 
til  we  find  the  confolation  of  his  holy  Spirit  re¬ 
turn  into  our  fouls :  let  us  never  have  the  lead 
confidence  in  our  own  ftrength,  but  always  re¬ 
member  St,  Peter  $  denial  of  his  Lord,  and  fear 
led,  whlljl  we  think  ive  Jiand ,  we  Jhould  be  left 
to  fall.  Let  us  walk  clofely  with  God,  committing 
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our  felves  intirely  to  his  care,  and  let  us  not  fear 
the  frowns  even  of  our  belt' friends,  according  to 
the  flefh,  when  his  honour  and  our  fouls  wed  fa  re 
are  concerned.  Remember  our  Lord’s  faying,  he 
tint  denieth  me  he] ore  men ,  him  veil l  /  al]0  deny 
before  my  Father  and  the  holy  angels.  And  again. 
He  that  loveth  Father  or  Mother,  mere  than  ml, 
is  not  worthy  of  me  :  therefore,  my  dear  Sifter,  if 
you  ftould  meet  with  oppofition  from  your  friends, 
according  to  the  flefh,  account  it  a  trial  of  your 
faith  and  fteadfaftnefs  in  Chrift ;  behave  to  fuch 
friends  with  all  meeknefs  and  gendenefs  of  Spirit, 
but  be  refolute  and  fteadfaft  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift* 
and  confent  noton  any  confrderation  to  betray  or 
deny  him,  by  doing  or  confenting  to  any  thin^ 
inconfifteiit  with  his  holme's  and  dignity,  but 
feek  to  him  immediately  for  fuccour  and  direction, 
and  to  ftrengthen  your  faith  in  him.  It  was  want  of 
faith  which  made  St.  P.ter  deny  Chrift.  Our  - 
ch.iftian  life  in  the  feripture  is  compared  to  a 
warfare;  St.  Paul  advifes,  that  we  Jhou’ul  fight  the 
good  fight  of  faith ,  that  fie  we  may  lay  hold  on  eter¬ 
nal  life-,  and  our  bleft'ed  Saviour  tells  us,  that  thror 
natco  tr  it  mat  ion  we  mvjl  inter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  He  himfelf  was  made  ferfiedi  thro ’  fiuf. 
fertngs,  and  bore  not  only  the  curfe  of  God  due 
for  our  fins,  but  alfo  the  contradidlion  of  finners , 
the  fpightful  malicious  ufage  of  thofe  very  wretches’ 
whofe  fouls  he  came  to  five  from  damnation,  and 
for  whom  he  prayed.  Father  forgive  them ,  f.r  they 
know  not  what  they  do.  j_,et  his  example  teach 
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us  not  only  to  fufler  patiently  for  his  fake,  but  to 
pity  and  pray  with  true  companion  of  foul  for 
the  eternal  welfare  of  our  perfecutors.  Exceeding 
great  and  precious  are  the  promifes  of  God  to  his 
fervants,  and  we  know  that  he  is  faithful,  and  will 
never  fail,  nor  foifake  his  children,  that  all  things 
fhall  certainly  work  together  for  their  goof  and  that 
for  his  own  name  fake,  he  will  keep  them  by  his  power 
thro ’  faith  unto  falvation,  —  What  fhall  harm  you, 
(faith  the  apoflle  Peter)  if  you  are  followers  of  that 
which  is  good  And  again,  it  is  faid,  You  fhall  reap 
if  you  faint  not  f:  therefore  again  I  repeat  it,  let  us 
walk  clofe  with  God,  and  let  us  not  be  afhamed 
to  confefs  a  crucified  Chriif,  and  that  not  only 
with  our  lips,  but  in  our  lives,  by  devoting  all 
the  faculties  and  powers  of  our  fouls  and  bo¬ 
dies  to  his  fervice.  Let  it  be  our  conftant  em¬ 
ployment  to  confider  his  divine  excellencies,  and 
his  infinite  love  to  wretched  bewildered  man,  and 
to  our  feives  in  particular.  Let  us  duly  examine 
and  try  our  feives  whether  our  evidences  from 
heaven  are  fure  or  not  ;  whether  the  life  which 
we  now  live,  is  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  ; 
whether  his  Spirit  dwells  in  us,  witneffing  with 
our  fpirits  that  we  are  his,  one  with  him,  as  he 
and  the  Father  are  one.  If  fo,  then  have  we  put 
off  the  old  man,  our  former  and  corrupt  affections, 
and  are  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds,  and 
walk  no  more  according  to  our  former  lulls,  but 

*  i  Pet.  iii.  13.  f  Gal.  vi.  9. 
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according  to  the  will  of  him  who  hath  changed, 
fanbiined,  and  created  us  in  Chrilt  Jefus  unto 
gv^od  works.  If  thefe  evidences  are  in  us  then 
we  we  happy  indeed,  and  may  allure  our  hearts 
hv.do,e  him,  tnat  we  are  palled  from  death  unto 
and  that  neither  angels  nor  principalities ,  nor 
pozce?  s,  nor  heights ,  nor  depths ,  nor  life ,  nor  deaths 
fhau  ever  he  able  to  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God , 
‘ivbah  is  m  fej'us  Ghr  'fl  our  Lord *.  But  let  us 
nevei  red  Dior t  -of  this  happy  Hate,  nor  Hatter  our 
felves  wiih  lafety  without  thefe  evidences  of  our  di¬ 
vine  union,  but  let  us  be  reaching  forward,  driving 
continually  for  the  mark  of  the  prize  of  our  high 
calling  of  God  in  Chrid  Jefus,  and  let  us  not  loi¬ 
ter  in  his  fervice.  It  the  rays  of  his  love,  here 

fhimng  into  our  fouls  dll  us  with  extacie-s  of  joy 
far  exceeding  the  greater!  delights  of  world:y  good, 
then  how  much  greater  will  the  full  enjoyment  of 
God  be,  when  we  dial]  fee  him  face  to  face?  Eye 
vato  not  feen ,  nor  ear  heard ,  neither  hath  it  entered 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  the  great  good  which 
Goa  hut  to  prepared  for  thrfe  who  love  him  J.  That 
he  may  comfort  your  heart  with  his  love,  and 
fiiengthen,  edablilh  and  build  you  up  more  and 
moie  caiiy,  in  your  mod  holy  faith,  to  his  eternal 

Gioiy  and  your  inexpreflible  confolation,  is  the 
prayer  of 

^tour  loving  Brother  in  Chrid, 

H.  B. 

*  Rom.  viii.  38,^39.  f  2  Cor.  ii.  9. 

N  U  M  B. 
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N  U  M  B.  VIII 

A  letter  from  Air.  Hi  h  Bryan  to  his  Sifer  Mrs , 

iVi - ~  B- - 

Dear  Sifter, 

Heartily  fympathize  with  you  in  your  conflict. 
May  God  be  your  fupport  1  I  hope  before  this 
time  he  has  difpell'd  he  clouds  of  darknefs,  and 
has  reftored  the  rays  of  the  glorious  fun  of  righte- 
oufnefs  to  warm,  comfort,  and  rejoice  your  foul. 
Gcd  to  humble  his  dear  children,  and  to  try  their 
faith,  hides  his  face,  (hows  them  their  own  vile- 
nefs  and  infufficiency,  and  fullers  them  to  go 
mourning,  until  they  cry  out  with  David ,  Pfal. 
xxXviii.  vcr.  2,  3,  5,  6.  and  10.  Thine  arrows 
fick faf  in  me ,  thy  hand  prejfetb  me  foie —  there 
is  no  ioundnefs  in  my  fefb  hecaufe  of  thine  anger 
neither  is  there  any  rejl  in  my  hones ,  hecaufe  of  my 
fins , —  my  wounds  f  ink  and  are  corrupt ,  hecaufe 
of  v  y  foolifhnefs ,  1  am  troubled  and  bowed  down 
greatly ,  1  go  mourning  all  the  day  long .  —  my  heart 
fanteth ,  my  frength  faileth  ;  as  for  the  light  of 
my  eyes ,  /V  A  alfo  gone  from  me.  And  again  PfaL 
Jxxxviii.  ver.  1,  14,  15.  O  Lord  God  of  my  fal- 
vation,  I  have  cried  day  and  night  before  thee. 
Lord,  why  cafteft  thou  off  my  foul?  Why  hideft 
thou  thy  face  from  me  ?  I  am  cf lifted  and  ready 
to  die  \  while  I  fuffer  thy  terrors  1  am  ciijlrafted — 
Thus  doth  God  bring  us  low,  and  make  us  vile 
and  miferable  in  our  own  eyes,  that  we  may  the 
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better  underftand  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his 
loving  kindnefs  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  the  great 
and  glorious  bleftings  which  we  enjoy  thro’  him, 
and  that  we  may  walk  more  circumfpeiftly  under 
the  light  of  his  favour,  efpecially  when  filled  with 
the  rays  of  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  fhining  in 
jftrength  and  glory  into  our  fouls.  Dear  Sifter, 
take  care  of  diftrufting  his  mercy  ;  this  proceeds 
from  want  of  faith.  Remember  he  faith,  that  no 
temptation  hefalleth  ns  hut  Jncb  as  is  common  to  men — 
that  his  grace  Jhall  be  fufficient  for  ns ,  that  his 
Jirength  Jhall  he  made  pefedi  in  cur  zvcahif — 
that  he  will  not  fuffer  us  to  he  tempted ,  above  what 
we  are  able  to  bear ,  but  will  with  the  temptation  give 
ns  a  way  to  efcape —  that  the  very  hairs  of  our 
head  are  all  numbered  &c. —  that  all  things  / hall 
work  together  for  good  to  than  who  love  him  —  trve9 
he  hideth  his  face  from  us ,  and  we  are  troubled ,  be¬ 
cause  his  light  is  departed,  yet  he  hath  allured  us 
that  his  everlafting  Ive  he  will  never  entirely  take 
away  from  us,-~-  he  will  finely  return  with  mercy 
to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  and  reftore  the 
joys  of  his  falvation. —  His  gifts  and  callings  are 
without  repentance , —  and  whomfever  he  loveth  he 
loveih  to  the  end —  and  with  him  there  is  no  vari- 
ablenefs  nor  foadow  of  turning.  Comfortable  is  that 
prayer  of  our  dear  Redeemer.  St.  John ,  chap.  xvii. 
Holy  father ,  keep  thro ?  thine  own  name ,  thofe  whom 
thou  has  given  me ,  that  they  may  be  one ,  as  we  are* 
thofe  that  thou  gavefl  me  I  have  kept ,  &c.  I  pray  n't 
that  thou  fhouldd ft  take  them  out  of  the  world ,  but  that 

thou 
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thou  fhould'jl  keep  them  from  the  evil , —  fanftify  them 
thro *  thy  truth .  77;y  word  is  truths—  neither  pray 
1  for  theje  alone ,  hut  for  them  alfo  which  Jhail 
believe  on  me  thro*  their  word ,  that  they  all  may  be 
one,  as  thou  father  art  in  me ,  and  I  in  thee  ;  that 
they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us,  I  in  them ,  and  thou  in 
me  ;  that  they  be  made  perfect  in  one ,  and  that  the 
world  may  know  that  thou  hafl  fent  me,  and 
baft  loved  them  as  thou  hafl  loved  me,~  and 
again,  thou  loved*Jl  me  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world .  Verfes  i  j,  12,  15,  17,  20,  21,  23,  24. 
Certainly  our  dear  Lord  did  never  pray  in  vain, 

and  thefe  his  petitions  are  granted  unto  all  believers 

* 

in  him.  As  a  father  pitietb  his  children ,  even  fo 
(and  with  greater  compaflion)  the  Lord  pitietb  them 
that  fear  him . —  Jefus,  touched  with  a  fellow  feeling 
of  our  infirmities,  having  been  tempted ,  and  made  like 
unto  us,  fin  only  excepted,  though  he  may  hide 
his  face  from  us  for  a  time,  yet  he  will  never 
withdraw  entirely  that  love  wherewith  he  loved 
us  in  the  day  of  cur  efpoufals.  Call  to  mind  your 
former  experiences.  Plead  before  him  your  mifery 
and  his  gracious  promifes,  arid  flay  your  foul  on 

his  faithfulnefs,  whofe  promifes  are  all  Yea  and 
Amen.  Look  not  on  your  own  unworthinefs,  but 
on  his  all-fufficient  fullnefs,  who  is  the  true  anti¬ 
type  of  the  brazen  ferpent  that  was  lifted  up  in  the 
wildernefs  for  the  healing  of  the  people,  that  who¬ 
mever  looked  upon  it  might  be  faved  from  death. 
God’s  glory  is  then  mod  magnified  in  us,  when  we 
a£t  faith  in  him  under  the  greateft  trials  and  de- 
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fertions.  O  difiruft  not  his  goodnefs  and  mercy 
for  they  endure  for  ever  ;  only  believe  and  you 
/hall  fee  the  glorious  goodnefs  of  God  for.  he  is 
rich  in  mercy  to  all  that  call  upon  him  ;  the 
humble  and  contrite  heart  he  will  not  defpife  ; 
he  gently  leads  thofe  that  are  heavy  laden,  and 
carries  his  lambsin  his  arms.  Indulge  no  defpairing 
thoughts,  thefe  are  indeed  the  delufions  of  the 
enemy,  and  difhonour  our  dear  Lord  Jefus  ;  lay  your 
felf  at  his  footftool,  wreftle  there  until  he  (hall 
grant  your  prayer,  and  make  your  enemy  to  fee 
from  you.  Confider  the  confli&s  of  the  faithful 
in  all  ages  ;  you  will  find  that  they  underwent 
temptations,  defertion,  and  fiery  trials,  agreeable 
to  which  the  divine  word  has  told  us,  that  thro 9 
much  tribulation  we  tnuji  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven*.  Our  chriftian  life  is  compared  to  a 
warfare,  in  which  we  wrefile  not  with  fiefh  and 
blood  only,  but  againft  principalities  and  powers 
of  darknefs,  in  which  combat,  it  may  pleafe  God, 
to  fuffer  Satan  the  old  ferpent  to  bruife  our 
heel,  to  enfnare,  and  perhaps  give  us  a  fall  to 
{hew  us  our  own  weaknefs,  and  that  in  God  alone 
is  all  our  help,  but  yet  he  will  caufe  us  again  to 
arife  with  redoubled  (Length,  to  bruife  that  wick¬ 
ed  ferpent’s  head.  Dear  Sifter,  although  I  am  ftead- 
faft:  in  faith,  and  have  no  doubts  of  God’s  love 
to  me,  yet  I  have  not  for  fome  time  paft  been 
favoured  with  the  warm  rays  of  his  divine  tranfport- 
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ing  love,  which  ufed  frequently  to  fhine  into  my 
foul.  It  is  his  pleafure  to  withold  thofe  comforts, 
which  I  am  entirely  unworthy  to  receive,  I  am 
therefore  refigned  and  thankful  for  what  remains, 
and  waiting  at  his  footftool  in  the  means  of  his 
appointment,  believing,  that  in  his  own  good  time, 
lie  will  yet  again  comfort  my  foul  with  ravifhing 
manifeftations  of  his  love  :  In  the  mean  time  I  am 
affured  that  neither  men  nor  devils  fhail  be  able  to 
pluck  me  out  of  his  hand  ;  in  like  manner  comfort 
yourfelf  in  him  who  is  mighty  and  willing  to  fave. 
Believe,  and  he  will  make  his  goodnefs  pafs  before 

you,  he  will  pluck  your  feet  out  of  the  miry  clay, 
and  reflore  joy  and  gladnefs  to  your  foul*  even 
the  joys  of  his  falvation. 

Jefus  my  great  high  prieft  has  dy’d  $ 

I  feek  no  facrifice  befide. 

Thy  blood  did  once  for  all  atone. 

And  now  it  pleads  before  thy  throne. 

My  Lord,  my  conqueror,  and  my  king,- 
Thy  fceptre  and  thy  fword  I  fmg  • 

Thine  is  the  vift’ry,  and  I  fit 
A  joyful  fubjedt  at  thy  feet. 

Afpire  my  foul  to  glorious  deeds, 

The  captain  of  falvation  leads. 

March  on,  nor  fear  to  win  the  day, 

1  ho’  death  and  hell  obftrudt  the  way. 
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Shou’d  death  and  hell,  and  powers  unknown, 

Put  all  their  forms  of  mifcbief  on, 

I  {hall  be  fafe,  for  Chrift  difplays 

Salvation  in  more  powerful  ways. 

That  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  may  comfort  your 
foul,  and  eftablifh  you  more  and  more  daily  in 
your  moft  holy  faith,  and  give  you  a  full  aflu- 
rance  of  his  eternal  love  unto  you,  fuch  as  may 
make  you  able  to  ftand  againft  all  tne  a.iauus 
of  the  enemy,  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  Brother, 

H.  B. 

* 

P.  S.  My  love  waits  on  Brother  T —  and  all 
friends.  That  the  bleffing  of  our  God  in  Chrift 
jefus  may  be  their  continual  comfort  is  the  fincere 
prayer  of  Yours,  &c. 

NUMB.  IX. 

$  letter  of  Mr.  Hugh  Bryan  to  his  Daughter , 

Mrs.  E -  T - 

Oil  alter  %d,  1741. 

Dear  Child, 

I  Am  weak,  and  not  able  to  ride  fo  far  as  the 
meeting.  I  have  been  brought  very  low,  fince 
X  faw  you,  by  a  flux  and  fever,  but  I  thank  God 

I  am  now  (I  hope)  in  a  fair  way  to  recover ; 

my 
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my  fever  has  left  me,  my  appetite  increafes,  and 
I  get  fome  ftrength ;  every  ficknefs  brings  me 
more  acquainted  with  my  mortality,  and  that  I 
am  not  long  to  be  an  inhabitant  here.  Indeed  the 
difficulties  and  difappointments  incident  to  this 
life  with  refpe£t  to  my  fpiritual,  as  well  as  my 
temporal  concerns,  I  mean  the  want  of  a  feeling 
grateful  fenfe  of  God’s  goodnefs,  a  fluggifhnefs 
of  heart  in  his  fervice,  the  temptation  of  unprofi- 
table  converfation  in  company,  and  the  like,  make 
me  weary  of  this  ftate  of  tryal  and  imperfedtion* 
The  fweets  of  this  world,  profits,  pleafure,  &c» 
have  too  often  deceived,  and  their  delufive  flatteries 
rather  pall,  than  excite  a  guft  in  my  afFedtions  to¬ 
wards  them.  My  hope  of  eternal  blifs  thro’  a  blef- 
fed  Jefus  makes  me  covet  death  rather  than  life  if 
it  be  his  will.  However,  not  my  will,  but  the  will  of 
my  God  be  done  concerning  me  !  I  delire  patiently 
to  wait  till  my  change  come,  and  I  know  afiiiredly 
that,  notwithftanding  I  am  by  nature  a  finful,  pol¬ 
luted,  wretched,  hell-deferving  creature,  yet  that 

thro’  the  atonement  and  fatisfadlion  of  our  dear  Re¬ 
deemer,  and  his  free  gift  of  grace  bellowed  on 
me,  he  hath  abfolved  and  cancelled  my  guilt,  and 
in  his  righteoufnefs  I  (hall  appear  with  accep¬ 
tance  before  God,  for  his  faithfulnefs  is  engaged 
for  his  people,  and  not  an  hair  of  our  heads  fhal! 
fall  to  the  ground  without  his  will.  Great  is 
the  happinefs  of  all  thofe,  who,  from  a  well  ground¬ 
ed  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  God’s 
dealing  with  their  own  fouls,  can  reft  themfelves 
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t>n  him  with  comfort,  and  aflure  themfelves  that 
lie  is  indeed  their  God,  and  the  rock  of  their  fal- 
'Vation.  Peace  (hall  reft  in  the  fouls  of  fuch, 
even  under  the  agonies  of  death,  and  they  often 
rejoice  at  the  approach  of  it,  that  their  fouls  may 
enjoy  full  communion  with  their  God.  And  in¬ 
deed  without  this  afiurance  there  can  be  no  real 
comfort  in  a  foul  under  the  apprehenfions  of  death. 
It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  our  fedateft  thoughts,  and 
moft  diligent  enquiry  and  ff riving  to  attain  to  this 
Iiappy  ftate.  Warnings  of  mortality  are  daily 
founding  in  our  ears,  and  call  loudly  on  us  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  death  and  judgment.  The  cry  is,  Repent , 
turn  you ,  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  now  is  the  day 
ef  falvation ;  harden  not  your  hearts ,  provoke  not  a 
jealous  God ;  who9  though  abounding  in  mercy  to  the 
humble  and  penitent  that  tremble  at  his  luord ,  yet  is 
jealous  of  the  hon:ur  of  his  holy  laws ,  and  will  re- 
compenfe  fury  and  indignation  againft  the  abufers  of 
his  grace  and  patience .  The  deftrudiion  of  fuch 
without  repentance  is  certain,  and  may  fall  upon 

them  in  the  height  of  their  jovial  days,  and  at 
■a  time  when  they  expedi  not  :  Delays  in  this  cafe 
are  moft  dangerous,  ’tis  trifling  with  the  great  God 
our  maker.  My  Dear,  refiedfc  on  your  condition 
of  foul,  and  lofe  no  time  in  feeking  to  him  for 
grace,  for  the  life  of  your  foul.  The  foul  that  is 
-acquainted  with  God  delights  to  contemplate  him, 
rand  in  the  tokens  of  his  favour.  My  love  waits 
4&n  you#  friends.  From  your  loving  father, 

H.  B . 
The 
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The  DIARY  of  Mr.  Hugh  Bryan , 
colleded  from  his  own  papers. 

My  foul  for  ever  fhall  record 
The  loving- kindnefs  of  the  Lord* 

June  23d,  T  ORD’s  day  morning  at  Accalee  at 
1751.  1  J  my  dear  daughter’s  grave  :  the 

thoughts  of  her  mourning  for  a  fight  of  me  at  her 
*leath  mov’d  me  much  ;  but  my  God  gave  me 
glorious  confolation.  My  Spirit,  as  it  were,  clafped 
him  in  the  arms  of  faith  and  love.  O  how  ami¬ 
able  is  my  God  !  His  loving- kindnefs  is  better  than 

life ,  to  me  the  vileft  of  his  children. 

July  jtb.  Lord’s  day,  at  Savannah  in  Georgia . 
Whilft  joining  in  publick  worfhip  at  church  I 
found  my  God  prefent.  O  how  amiable  art  thou 
in  thy  fan&uary,  my  God,  my  king  !  How  glori¬ 
ous  the  manifeftation  of  thy  grace  to  the  foul 
that  longs  for  thee  ! 

Auguft  11th.  Lord’s  day  morning,  at  Mr.  J— 
JJ—s.  I  had  great  confolation  in  Chrift  Jefus# 
O  how  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindnefs  my  God, 
my  Saviour  !  Again  at  night,  how  amiable  wert 
thou  unto  my  foul,  my  Lord,  my  God.  I  reded 
under  thy  fhadow  with  great  delight.  O  how 
unfpeakable  is  the  fatisfacfion  which  fuch  favours 
yield,  as  well  as  the  obligations  which  they  bring 
mG  under  .to  love,  obey,  and  praife  thee  ! 

2i ft.  Wednefday  at  Mr.  B - s.  My  God 

gave  me  great  joy  in  believing.  O  who  can  con¬ 
ceive 


ceive  the  ten  thoufandth  part  of  the  Jove  and  con- 
e  cention  of  his  glorious  majefty,  to  poor  fouls 
t  at  truft  only  in  his  falvation  !  My  foul  fhall 
truft  only  in  him,  as  long  as  I  live,  and  confide 
Slone  in  his  falvation. 


2 5*L  Lord’s  Day-  My  foul  was  drawn  out  in 
oly  defires  after  God,  I  breathed  out  praifes  and 
thankfgivmgs  to  him,  whom  my  foul  delighteth 
to  b  efs.  1  he  following  words  were  very  com¬ 
fortable  to  me  i  furely  in  bleffmg  I  will  blefs  thee, 
md  multiplying  1  will  multiply  thee.  And  again,’ 
confidenng  my  outward  difficulties,  I  thought  on 
the  following  words,  the  cup  which  my  father  hath 
given  me, ,  Jhall  /  not  drink  it  ?  O  my  deareft 
heavenly  Father,  purge  out  my  corruptions,  re¬ 
fine  and  purify  my  heart  from  drofs  and  corrup¬ 
tion,  tho’  it  be  by  the  hotteft  fire  of  afflidion  and 
adverfity,  that  my  prefent  ftate  of  weaknefs  can 
ear  up  under ;  nail  my  affections  to  the  crofs  of 
my  redeemer;  bathe  my  foul  i„  the  fountain  of 
his  blood,  and  take  away  all  my  guilt  ;  f0  ffiall  I 
rejoice  in  thee  for  ever.  Was  enabled,  by  the 
divine  affiftance,  to  fpeak  with  freedom  to  mv 
poor  negroes,  and  to  pray  with  them,  with  fome 
enlargement  of  heart.  Bleffed  be  God  for  the 
gift  of  his  quickmng  fpirit  to  fome  of  them.  O  that 
my  whole  houfhold  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
embrace  the  offers  of  his  grace  ! 

Sept.  4 th .  At  home  on  my  bed  in  the  morning 
how  precious  waft  thou  unto  me,  O  my  God  !  How 

did  my  foul  breathe  out  thy  praife,  and  thirft  for 
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an&ification  ?  O  that  I  could  glorify  thee  on  eartn 
ny  king,  my  God,  and  my  glory.  Keep,  O  keep 
me  holy,  thou  life  of  my  life,  and  ftrength  of 

mv  foul,  for  thy  own  name’s  fake. 

2  th.  Lord’s  Day  morning ;  on  my  bed  I  awoke 
with  my  God  prefent :  His  love  poffefs’d  my  heart. 

O  happy  foul !  O  glorious  meeting  !  His  embraces 
are  fweeter  than  honey,  more  delirable  than  go  , 
more  delightful  than  mufick,  more  refreflnng  t  an 
fhowers  to  the  parched  fields,  or  water  to  the  t  it  J 
traveller  ;  they  are  health  to  the  lick,  ftrengt  to 
the  weak,  food  to  the  hungry,  water  to  the  thirl  y, 
peace  to  the  difquieted,  joy  to  the  mourners,  and 
life  to  the  dead.  My  Jefus  is  my  refurrea.on 
and  my  life,  my  king,  my  God,  my  glory,  my 
falvation  ;  and  he  hath  allured  me,  that  with  loving- 
kindnefs  he  will  draw  me,  that  in  bleffing  he  wi 
blefs  me,  and  in  multiplying  he  will  multiply  me. 
He  hath  caufed  my  foul  greatly  to  rejoice  in  him, 
and  to  glory  in  his  falvation.  I  fhall  breathe  forth 
his  praifes  whilft  I  have  being,  and  I  wi  e 
clare  his  loving-kindnefs  and  faithfulnefs  to  the 
children  of  men  ;  for  he  is  near  to  all  that  ca 
upon  him  in  fincerity,  who  hope  only  m  his 
favour,  and  devote  themfelves  folely  to  his  fear ; 
my  foul  has  often  found  him  a  prefent  help  in 
time  of  trouble,  a  God  near  to  fave  in  times  of 
diftrefs;  and  I  will  therefore  magnify  his  name 

for  ever. 

i oth.  Tuefday  morning  on  my  bed,  1  awoice 

with  the  following  words,  “  1  will  be  with  t  ee 
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tourh  Tb’CS\r  a  feVen  there  013,1  no  ev 
ou-n  thee.  Deareft  Lord  my  God,  do  tho 

prepare  me  f0r  thy  PIeafure  for  I  am  thine,  an, 
v  will  be  done  in  me  ! 

tub.  In  the  morning  I  had  fweet  communio. 

it  my  God  :  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  foal 

JoJmw  me  all  my  days,  and  I  fhal]  abide  undei 
almighty  favour  ! 


151b.  Lord’s  Day  morning:  I  found  much  fecret 
confolation  in  God,  and  he  vouchfafed  me  his  gra¬ 
cious  affi fiance  in  family  prayer.  How  excellent 
f  is  grace  .  it  enlargeth  the  heart,  makes  the 
tongue  eloquent,  and  fills  the  mouth  with  praifes. 

precious  Jefus !  O  my  beloved,  thou  haft  pur- 
cnafed  grace  and  glory  for  the  unworthy  re- 
belhous  children  of  men  ;  and  for  me  alfo,  tho'  a 
chief  finner.  O  fill  me  with  thy  Spirit,  and  may 
■gratitude  to  thee  for  thine  abundant  mercy  fojne 
thro’  my  whole  life  and  convention  ! 

Sept.  2 9<h.  1  awoke  in  the  morning,  and  prayed 
for  the  divine  prefence,  and  my  God  gracioufly 
heard  ^  my  petitions  for  afiiftance.  I  attended 
upon  tne  Sacrament  with  comfort.  But  vain  and 
unfuitable  thoughts  intruded  into  my  heart,  and 
hanafs’d  my  poor  foul  foon  after.  But  blefTed  be  my 
God,  who  heard  my  cry,  and  drove  out  this 
legion.  Truly  he  that  kcepeth  Ifrael  neither  flunu 
breth  nor  Jleepeth  he  was  my  helper  and  deliverer, 

glory  to  his  holy  name  !  At  our  private  fociety 
in  the  evening,  Mr.  G -  being  in  prayer,  my 

loul  was  lifted  up  to  God,  to  ftrengthen  him  that 
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2  might  pray  to  edification.  And  O  how  won- 
;rful  was  the  difplay  of  his  grace  flied  abroad  in 
ty  foul  ,  my  frail  tabernacle  was  fcarce  able  to 
ibfift  under  the  glory  of  his  prefence.  1  faid, 
urely  this  is  none  other  than  the  houfe  of  God  and 
ie  gate  of  Heaven  !  My  foul  did  cleave  to  him, 
ad  long  to  afcend  to  be  for  ever  with  him  freed 
om  fin  and  corruption.  My  words  can’t  defcribe 
ay  rapture;  O  the  heights  and  depths  ol  the  love 
fi  God  in  thrift  Jefus  !  O  love  unparalell’d  and 
□11  of  glory  !  Be  thou  devoted,  O  nay  foul  and 
ody,  with  all  your  powers,  to  love,  fear  and  ferve 
im,  who  thus  humbles  himfelf  to  raife  and  mag- 
iify  me.  O  (hew  forth  your  zeal  for  the  honour 
nd  glory  of  your  God  ;  be  ftrong  in  the  power 
>f  his  might,  and  prove  your  felves  faithful.  And 

3  my  God,  my  Jefus  !  poflefs  my  foul  with  a  holy 
ortitude  ;  caufe  my  bow  to  abide  in  ftrength,  and 
n  thy  name  my  horn  fhall  be  exalted  againfl  the 
aowers  of  hell ;  for  thou  only  art  my  ftrength  and 
iay  falvation,  my  rock,  my  king,  my  God,  and 
ny  glory  :  I  will  extoll  thee  for  ever  and  ever, 
amen. 

October  Sib.  About  3  o’clock  in  the  morning, 

[  awoke  and  lifted  up  my  heart  to  thank  and  blefs 
my  God,  and  begg’d  to  behold  his  glory,  that  my 
foul  might  (land  more  in  awe  of  his  majeffy,  and 
loath  my  fell  before  him,  and  fear  the  appearances  of 
fin  :  And  he,  ready  to  hear  the  prayer  of  faith, 
fwift  in  mercy  to  cherifh  holy  defires,  revealed 
a  ray  of  his  glory  to  my  foul.  I  was  laid  low 

before 
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before  him,  and  faid  with  Job,  1  have  before  hear 
of  thee ,  with  the  hearing  of  the  ear ,  (and  have  fel 
thy  power  and  love)  now  mine  eye  feeth  thee ,  where 
fore  I  abhor  my  felf  in  duft  and  afnes.  And  0 
the  manifeftation  ftruck  no  terror,  but  diffus’c 
^t  fell  thro  my  foul,  and  fill’d  it  with  heavenlj 
tranfport.  IVIy  foul  mounted  up  aloft,  as  upor 
the  wings  of  an  eagle,  and  looked  down  on  th< 
world  and  its  glories  with  an  holy  contempt,  ai 
vanity  and  nothing.  No  words  can  exprefs  the 
tranfcendant  fweetnefs  that  I  found  in  my  God, 
whiHl  I  appeared  in  my  own  eyes  as  very  no¬ 
thing,  a  vanity,  intirely  refigmd  to  his  will,  to  be 
difpofed  of  at  his  pleafure.  T  hus  for  upwards  of 
an  hour  (I  fuppofe)  l  lay  under  the  glorious  mani- 
feftation,  breathing  forth  love,  and  blefiing<,  and 
praifes  to  the  moil  high  God,  the  dear  delightful 
objedf  and  centre  of  my  foul  :  I  then  awaked  my 
wife,  told  her  of  his  gracious  favour*  and  de¬ 
fied  her  to  help  me  give  thanks  unto  his  holy 
name;  and  we  arofe,  gave  thanks,  and  pray’d 
accordingly  :  truly  God  is  love,  perfedf  love  ;  and 
he  that  dwelleth  in  God  dwelleth  in  love.  O 
that  his  example  of  love  may  ever  bow  mv  heart 
to  the  meaneft  of  his  creatures  that  bear  his  ima^e* 
to  lye  at  their  feet  and  aflift  them  in  works  of 
love  for  his  fake,  Amen. 

In  the  morning  I  went  out  to  the  grove  to 
private  prayer,  and  was  importunate  with  God 
that  he  would  difplay  the  power  of  his  grace,  and 
fpread  the  light  of  his  gofpel  over  the  world. 

that 
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that  he  would  blefs  and  endow  his  minifters  with 
wifdom  zeal  and  eloquence,  and  profper  their 
labours,  and  particularly  in  this  place.  I  intreat- 
ed  him  for  my  friends,  particularly  the  afflidted, 
and  laid  before  him  the  difconfolate  cafe  of  M~ 
B —  and  her  children,  and  my  defire  of  being 
affifting  if  he  would  enable  me,  and  he  immedi¬ 
ately  fill’d  my  foul  with  his  gracious  prefence, 
and  the  following  words  came  to  me  ;  c;  Arife,  go 
ei  hence,  thou  art  accepted.”  And  in  my  way 
homeward,  I  had  the  following  words,  cc  Surely 
“  bleffing  I  will  blefs  thee,  &c.  Re  thou  diligent 

in  bufmefs,  fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord.” 
My  foul  do  thou  magnify  the  Lord,  and  forget 
not  his  benefits,  &c.  rejoice  in  his  name  evermore, 
but  with  fear  and  trembling  ;  remembring  the 
wormwood  and  the  gall,  and  the  wiles  of  the  old 
dragon  that  feeks  thy  blood. 

9 th.  In  my  bed,  about  four  in  the  morning,  I 
awoke  and  lifted  up  my  foul  to  thank  and  blefs  my 
God  for  his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  and  found  him 
prefent.  I  breathed  forth  his  praifes  with  delight 
for  fome  time,  and  my  affections  were  more  and 
more  raifed.  I  refled  as  on  the  bread  of  my  Lord 
Jefus,  ravifh’d  with  the  pleafures  of  his  love  :  I 
admired  the  greatnefs  of  his  purchafe  for  me  a 
finner  of  pardon,  peace,  grace  and  glory  ;  that 
he  fhould  exalt  me  to  be  a  pried  unto  God, 
to  offer  fpiritual  facrifices  unto  him,  thro’  his 
holy  fpirit,  from  the  altar  of  my  heart.  I  beg¬ 
ged  of  him  to  perfume  my  imperfect  breathings 

G  with 


[  62  ] 

with  the  incenfe  of  his  blood.  I  look’d  up  to  his 
father,  as  my  father,  with  great  delight  and  fe- 
curity  of  foul,  affured  of  my  guilt  being  taken 
away.  O  happinefs  inexp'edble  !  I  had  in  poftef- 
fion  a  goodly  treafure,  the  pearl  of  great  price, 
brighter  than  diamonds,  more  precious  than  rubies, 
or  the  moll  fine  gold  ;  in  comparifon  with  which 
I  efteemcd  this  great  world  and  the  glories  of 
it,  but  as  drofs  and  dung.  But  was  my  happi¬ 
nefs  now  compleat  ?  No  !  I  faw  my  felf  yet  in 
the  flefn,  frail  and  finful ;  I  knew  the  rage,  fub- 
tilty,  and  power  of  the  devil,  and  feared  woi  nd- 
ing  the  honour  of  him  who  had  fo  greatly  ho¬ 
nour’d  me  ;  X  begg’d  my  Lord  Jefus  to  pray  for 
me,  that  my  faith  nvght  not  fail,  and  to,  (Lengthen 
me  to  walk  before  him  with  a  perfedt  heart,  to 
fulfil  his  will,  and  adorn  my  holy  profeftion. 

X  knew  my  dear  partner  in  life  too  to  be  in 
darknefs  and  heavinefs,  and  was  enabled  to  plead 
with  the  moil  high,  that  as  he  had  given  me 
favour  in  his  fight,  he  wou’d  alfo  have  mercvon 
her,  and  grant  her  the  joys  of  his  falvation  ;  I 
pleaded  the  glory  of  his  mercy  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
and  his  gracious  promife,  on  which  he  caufed 
me  to  hope  ;  X  begg’d  him  to  enable  us  to  walk 
in  all  his  commandments  and  ordinances  blame* 
dels,  as  Zacharias  and  Elizabeth  did,  that  we  might 
go  hand  in  hand  and  mutually  help  each  other 
in  our  way  to  heaven  ;  and  that  he  would  make 
ns  bleftings  to  thofe  that  were  about  us.  X  lay 
low  in  a  ienfe  of  my  own  unworthinefs,  and 
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my  fotr!  did  magnify  the  Lord,  my  fpirit  rejoiced 
in  God  my  Saviour,  becaufe  he  had  wafhed  me 
in  his  own  blood,  and  begun  a  work  of  fanciih- 
cation  in  my  heart  and  highly  exalted  me.  O 
the  freenefs  of  his  grace  to  a  polluted  worm  l 
who  can  conceive  the  love  and  condeicention  of 
God  to  believers  in  [efus  Chrift  :  It  is  the  won¬ 
der  and  joy  of  angels,  and  will  be  the  admira¬ 
tion  and  glory  of  the  faints  thro’  ail  eternity* 
O  my  foul  lye  thou  low  under  the  fprinkling  of 
his  blood,  and  pay  thy  adorations  and  honours 
at  his  feet  for  ever  and  ever. 

loth.  In  the  morning,  at  private  prayer  in  my 
houfe,  I  was.  enabled  to  wreftle  with  God  for  ac- 
ceptance  thro’  my  redeemer,  that  he  will  give 
me  uprightnefs  and  fandbfication  of  heart,  and 
wifdom  to  walk  before  him,  and  guide  my  family 
affairs  with  diferetion  ;  I  begg’d  he  wou’d  let  me 

i 

prevail  with  him  for  my  poor  fervants,  that  they 
might  be  delivered  from  the  power  of  the  devil, 
remembred  the  kindnefs  of  my  benefactors,  and 
be^’d  of  God  to  reward  their  temporal  kindnefs  to 
me,  with  fpi ritual  kindnefs  to  their  fouls.  I  beg?d 
alfo  for  A—  M—  and  his  wife,  that  their  hearts 
might  be  enlarged  to  fcatter  their  treafures,  as  up¬ 
on  the  waters,  to  the  poor  and  deffitute,  and  that 

he  would  draw  their  fouls  to  love  him,  as  their 
chief  good,  and  to  efleem  their  wealth  as  a  talent 
to  be  improved  for  his  fervice.  My  foul  intreated 
for  our  king,  and  the  heir  next  to  fucceed  him, 
that  their  hearts  might  me  filled  with  godly  iear 
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to  rule  in  righteoufnefs,  that  under  them,  we  might 
live  peaceable  and  quiet  lives,  in  all  godlinefs  and 

honefty.  The  Rev.  Mr.  W - lay  near  my  heart  ; 

\  intreated  for  him  and  all  faithful  minifters,  that 
Cod  would  favour  them  with  his  continual  prc- 
fence,  and  give  them  wifdom,  eloquence  and  zeal 
for  his  glory.  My  fpirit  was  mov’d  with  zeal  for 
the  interefl  of  my  redeemer,  in  this  world,  but 
more  particularly  in  this  land  :  I  befought  him 

to  raife  up  Mr,  H - to  be  powerful  and  fuc- 

cefsful  in  his  fervice  here  ;  I  pitied  poor  Haves  feat- 
tered  up  and  down,  as  fheep  without  a  fhepherd  ; 
my  foul  was  mov’d  for  them  before  the  Lord. 

Cur  little  fociety  lay  on  my  heart;  I  intreated 
the  Lord  to  countenance  and  blefs  it,  and  make 
it  a  tabernacle  of  his  reft.  My  Spirit  was  raid’d 
to  feek  a  blefling  on  our  church,  that  God  wou’d 
eftablifli  a  people  among  us,  as  long  as  the  Sun 
and  Moon  endureth,  and  never  let  them  want  a 
teaching  prieft  after  his  own  heart. 

O  my  foul,  greatly  art  thou  favour’d  of  thy 
Lord.  Lye  low  therefore  at  his  footftool,  adore 
and  fear  him  ;  and  while  he  gracioufly  cheers  and 
lefrefhes  thee  with  angels  food,  and  heavenly  de¬ 
lights,  be  circumfpe£t  and  watch  and  pray  and 
cleave  to  him  for  protection  and  fafety,  for  grace 
and  ftrength,  for  wifdom  and  a  lively  zeal  to  perfe- 
vere  in  thy  fpi ritual  courfe,  to  advance  his  glory 
and  thy  falvation.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  O  my 

foul,  and  forget  not  his  benefits ;  but  rejoice  with 

fear 


fear,  left  thou  fall  from  thy  glory  to  his  difhonour, 
thro’  thy  frailty,  and  the  fubtilty  of  the  devil. 

1 6 tb.  Wednefday  morning  4  o’clock  in  the  cab- 
bin  of  my  boat,  on  Port  Royal  river,  in  my  way 
to  Georgia,  I  had  fweet  communion  with  my  God* 
In  the  fulnefs  of  my  foul,  with  all  the  powers  of 

my  heart,  I  did  there  again  devote  my  felf  and  aU 
that  I  have  unto  him  for  ever  and  ever  to  be  di(- 
pofed  of  at  his  will.  I  intreated  for  my  wife,, 
and  hope  1  was  accepted  ;  I  long’d  for  more  fanc- 
tification  and  uprightnefs  of  heart.  The  Lord 
hath  comforted  me  in  adverfttv,  and  caufed  me 
to  reft  upon  him  with  delight,  and  to  breathe 
forth  thankfulnefs  and  praifes  to  his  holy  name. 
O  bow  J, ball  1  render  unto  him ,  according  to  hi 
benefits . 

19 th,  I  vifited  a  dear  fervant  of  the  Lord,  Mrs* 
M —  -  and  had  delightful  entertainment  in  con- 
verfation  ;  the  love  of  the  redeemer  pcflefled  her 
heart,  and  the  favour  thereof  thro7  her  difcourfe- 

reviv’d  my  Spirit. 

20 tb.  Lord’s  day  morning,  on  bed  at  Captv 
H~  — 3  s,  at  two  I  woke,  and  found  my  God  pre¬ 
sent.  I  breath  d  forth  praifes  and  bleftings  unto- 
him.  My  foul  cleaved  to  him  in  ftrong  ardours,  and 
thirftings,  and  was  jealous  of  my  wandring  heair,. 
left  I  fhou'd  caufe  him  to  withdraw  his  p  re  fence., 
O  glorious  goodneis  !  O  wonderful  intercourfe  ! 
My  God  is  perfe£l  love.  But  alas  my  weaknefs  ! 
The  devil  darted  an  arrow  of  blafphemy  into  my 
mind  :  It  Ihock’d  me,  and  laid  me  low  in  a  fenfe  o t 
my  own  vilenefs,  O  my  vilenefs  !  my  viknefs !! 
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O  my  deprav'd  heart,  how  Toon  art  thcu  fallen 

•  — 

from  thy  glory  !  O  wherefore  is  God  merciful 
to  me  a  finner  ?  O  horrible  blafphemy  !  I  loath’d 
the  thought.  O  wicked,  fubtle,  pov/erful  Spirit  ! 
I  cry’d  unto  my  God,  and  he  delivered  me,  and 
calm’d  my  foul,  and  filled  it  again  abundantly  with 
his  glory.  O  love  !  love  !  unparalleird  and  full 
of  glory  !  I  panted  for  greater  fanclification  of 
heart,  to  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  in  all  well 
pleafing,  O  that  I  could  abftain  from  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fin,  and  be  holy  as  he  is  holy  !  O 
that  I  could  (hew  forth  the  honour  of  his  name, 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Heard  the  Re¬ 
verend  Mr.  Z - -  preach  from  Pfahn  cxix.  ver. 

c) 2d.  unlefs  thy  law  had  been  my  delight ,  C5V.  From 
thefe  words  he  excellently  fhew’d  the  comforts 
arifin^  to  the  people  of  God  from  his  word  ;  and 
that  others  could  have  no  comfort  nor  delight 
therein.  That  the  natural  man  had  no  fpiritual 
difcerning  nor  relifh  for  fpiritual  things.  That  the 
holy  fcriptures  adminidred  light,  (Length,  and  com¬ 
fort  to  all  God's  people ;  and  that  particularly  in 
his  promifes  were  to  be  found  fupport,  comfort 
and  delight  for  afflicted  fouls,  See.  His  fermon 
was  full,  clear,  concife,  fearching,  and  comfort¬ 
able  ;  it  was  a  light  of  the  Lord  to  my  foul,  a 
lire  to  warm  my  heart  and  raife  my  affections 
with  ardent  thanks  and  b  effings  to  my  God  for 
the  glorious  difplays  of  his  grace  thro’  Jefus  Chrift. 

2j ft.  In  the  morning  attempted  to  crofs  the 

Sound,  but,  the  wind  being  contrary,  was  oblig'd 

to 
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to  return  and  come  to  an  anchor  again.  I  read  Col. 
Gardiner’s  life,  and  coming  to  page  53d,  where  it 
is  mentioned,  that  from  the  minute  of  his  awak¬ 
ing  in  the  morning,  his  heart  was  rifing  to  God, 
the  Jord  was  pleas'd  to  raife  my  poor  foul  to 
look  within  the  veil,  as  it  were,  to  view  by  faith 
his  glory,  to  magnify  his  moft  worthy  name,  and 
to  render  thanks  for  the  attonement  made  for  me 
by  my  dear  redeemer,  I  was  flrengthen’d  to  beg 
an  upright  heart,  and  wifdorn  to  diredt  and  order 
my  ways  before  him,  that  he  wou’d  fandlify  my 
affections,  and  guide  and  ftrengthen  me  by  his 
Spirit  to  do  his  will,  and  keep  me  from  evil,  par¬ 
ticularly  from  blafphemous  thoughts,  which  the 
evil  fpirit  would  then  have  darted  in  ,  but  God 
fuftairfd  my  heart  and  flopp’d  his  fuggeftion  ;  I 
begg’d  alfo,  if  confiffent  with  his  will,  to  be  fa¬ 
vour’d  with  freedom  to  fpeak  of  his  glory.  And 
now  having  got  near  the  Lord  and  touch’d  his 
fceptre,  I  intreated  for  my  wife,  that  he  would 
reveal  his  love  to  her,  and  give  her  refignation  to 
his  will,  and  a  contempt  of  the  world  ;  that  if 
poverty,  reproach  and  contempt  fhould  from  it 
arife  to  us,  we  might  reft  in  him,  and  po  fiefs  our 
fouls  in  patience,  and  walk  hand  in  hand  thro’ 
all  oppofition  to  heaven.  I  intre;  ted  for  my  poor 
fifler,  that  God  would  grant  her  the  joys  of  his 
favour  before  (he  departs  hence  and  is  no  more  : 
and  for  iny  poor  fervants,  that  in  return  for 
their  labour  and  ftrength  fpent  for  me,  God  would 
reward  them  with  the  light  of  his  Spirit,  and  a 
6  gra 
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gracious  acceptance  thro’  my  redeemer.  I  was 
enabled  to  give  up  my  felf  and  all  that  I  pofTefs 
wholly  to  my  God,  to  difpofe  of  as  he  fhould 
pleafe  for  ever. 

22 d.  Truly  God  is  good  to  Ifrael,  truly  he  is 
good  to  him  that  is  of  an  upright  heart.  This 
day  my  foul  was  bowed  down  before  him.  He 
hath  withdrawn  himfelffrom  me  and  I  was  troubled. 
My  Spirit  was  full  of  heavinefs,  and  darknefs  be¬ 
clouded  my  foul  j  I  cry’d  unto  the  Lord  and  he 
heard  me,  and  anfwer’d  me  6  I  have  hid  my  face 
c  from  thee  for  a  moment,  and  thou  waft  troubled, 

<  but  with  everlafting  kind nefs  will  I  draw  thee.’ 
This  I  efteem’d  to  be  the  voice  of  my  beloved, 
and  my  Spirit  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour.  Thou 
didft  breathe  upon  my  heart  and  it  was  fill’d 
with  thy  love.  I  breathed  forth  love  and  thankf- 
givings  and  praifes  unto  thee,  O  thou  God  of  my 
falvation.  Then  did  I  again  in  the  fulnefs  of  my 
foul  devote  and  give  up  my  felf  to  thee,  as  my 
kinp-  to  rule,  and  difpofe  of  me,  a-  my  prophet 
to  teach,  and  lead  me  by  thy  Spirit,  and  as  my 
prieft  to  atone  and  intercede  for  me  ;  with  a  full 
defire  to  cleave  to  thee  for  ever,  tho’  it  fhould 
be  in  poverty  and  nakednefs,  in  fhame  and  con¬ 
tempt,  in  reproaches  and  fufferings,  that  in  all 
things  thou  mghtft  be  glorified  by  me  thy  creature. 
O  my  Lord  God  !  I  have  fought  of  thee  a  perfect 
heart,  and  wifdom  and  ftrength  to  walk  uprightly 
before  thee  all  my  days  ;  and  this  will  I  leek  after, 
that  I  may  glorify  thee  on  earth,  who  haft  exalted 

me 
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me  to  heaven;  for,  deareftLord,  thou  art  my  reft, 
and  my  heaven,  my  glory  for  ever ;  and  thou 
haft  given  me  to  know  thy  love  ;  thou  haft  blot¬ 
ted  out  all  my  iniquities  ;  thou  haft  healed  my 
difeafes,  and  crown’d  me  with  loving  kindnefs  and 
tender  mercies  ;  thoti  art  my  falvation,  and  I  will 
truft  in  thee  and  extol  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

23 d.  Lying  wind  bound  at  the  river’s  mouth, 

I  was  making  fupplication  to  my  God  in  my  cab- 
bin,  and  he  gracioufly  heard  and  ma  nifefted  himfelf 
to  me.  O  who  fo  condescending  and  kind,  as  the 
Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  He  is  my  God 
in  covenant.  Flow  does  he  ftoop,  O  my  foul,  to  exalt 
thee !  Rottennefs  and  filth  had  cover’d  thee  ;  but 
he  hath  pardoned  thine  iniquities,  healed  thy  dif¬ 
eafes,  fan£tified  thy  afFe&ions,  and  crown’d  thee 
with  loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercies  ;  and  let 
his  praifes  continually  be  in  thy  lips.  O  magnify 
and  extol  his  glorious  name,  for  ever  and  ever. 

/ 

So  let  my  lips  and  life  exprefs, 

The  love  that  I  to  thee  profefs,. 

So  make  thy  graces  in  me  fhine. 

That  all  who  view,  may  own  me  thine. 

Ncv.  nth.  Longing  for  the  prefence  of  my  re¬ 
deemer,  I  went  out  to  prayer,  and  pleaded  my 
privilege  as  his  purchafe,  and  his  unchangeable 
love  ;  and  he,  ever  near  the  foul  that  fecks  him, 
gracioufly  manifefted  himfelf  to  me.  The  fame 
morning  I  read  the  6th  chapter  of  St.  John’s  gofpel, 

which  much  affe£ted  me ;  I  pray’d  in  my  family* 

and 
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O  wonderful  was  the  condcfcention  of  my 
Lord  !  He  manifefled  his  glory  in  my  foul,  gave 
me  a  fpirit  of  prayer,  and  enabled  me  fully  to  re- 
fgn  myfelf  to  his  will ;  I  longed  for  fan  deification 
or  heart,  to  be  perfect  in  holinefs,  and  for  a  per- 
Lel  hatred  of  every  appearance  of  evil. 

J  7'L  Lord’s  day,  found  God  in  his  fandluary^ 
was  revived  and  delighted  under  the  Rev.  Mr. 
.  ''J~~  ?s  difcourfes.  In  the  even'ng  two  of  our 
friends  came  home  with  us:  trifling  converfation 
prevailed;  I  loath’d  yet  indulged  it  out  of  com- 
plaifance,  O  fhameful  cowardice,  in  one  fo  long 
IGed  in  the  fervice  of  Jelus  !  O  dear  Lord,  how 
jim?y  might’/}  thou  be  afharxfid  of  me,  when  thou 
corneff  in  thy  glory  ?  My  foul  was  flruck  languid 
and  dead.  I  found  that  my  God  was  withdrawn. 
Monday  was  fpent  heavily  ;  my  fervants  were  cal¬ 
led  to  prayers,  but  none  came  ;  I  fought  to  God,  and 
at  night  lay  down  in  heavinefs ;  and  about  4  o’clock 
on  I  uefday  morning  I  awoke,  and  fought  my  be¬ 
loved,  as  the  fpoufe  in  the  fong  ;  but  he  was 
withdrawn,  and  my  heart  was  pained  with  the  an- 
gui/h  of  his  abfence,  and  at  the  remembrance  of  my 
fin  and  lolly.  1  panted  for  my  Jefus,  as  holy  David, 
Plal.  42,  and  longed  to  vent  my  forrow  in  floods  of 
tears.  I  acknoMeged  my  tranfgreflion,  and  his  juf- 
ticefhould  he  banifli  me  from  his  prefence  for  ever  : 
Amid/}  thefe  reflexions  that  text,  How  Jhail  l 
give  thee  up ,  0  Ephraim ,  how  Jhall  I  make  thee  as 
Zebrim  ?  ftruck  my  thoughts,  and  my  Spirit  was 

broken  down  and  humbled  in  tears  before  him,  and 
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thirfted  for  fan&ification.  O  that  I  could  be  made 
holy  as  thou  my  God  art  holy  !  O  that  thou  would’ft 
purge  out  my  corruptions,  and  refine  my  gold  from 
drofs,  tho’  it  be  by  the  fire  of  affli&ion,  by  po¬ 
verty,  nakednefs,  fhame  and  contempt,  and  make 
me  holy.  O  wafh  me  in  the  fountain  of  thy  blood* 
dear  Jefus,  arid  take  away  my  fin  ;  inftamp  thine 
image  on  my  heart,  and  rai  e  its  affections  to  thy 
felf,  and  give  me  a  place  at  thy  feet  for  ever. 
O  how  precious  art  thou  my  God  to  my  foul  ! 
How  defirable  is  thy  love  ?  O  who  fhall  not  fear 
thee,  thou  king  of  faints  ?  Who  fhall  not  love  thee, 
thou  perfection  of  goodnefs  and  beauty?  Or  who 
fhall  not  magnify  thy  holy  name,  thou  fovereign 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth.  O  my  fou1,  return  not 
to  fol!y,  nor  tempt  thy  God  ;  he  is  too  great  to 
be  trifled  with,  too  tender  of  the  honour  of  his 
laws  to  difpenfe  with  the  leafit  breach  of  them, 
and  too  jealous  of  the  honour  of  his  holy  name 
to  difpenfe  with  the  leaft  prophanation  of  it  ;  he 
is  infinitely  juft  as  well  as  merciful,  and  will  be 
feared  and  reverenc’d  by  all  that  are  about  him. 
Decern .  22 d.  Sabbath  morning  before  day,  was 
anxious  for  fuitable  difpofitions  of  heart,  for  the 
duties  of  the  day.  I  intreated  the  Lord  for  accept¬ 
ance  and  bis  bleffing  ;  arid  after  fome  time  fpent 
in  prayer,  found  the  ardent  defires  of  my  foul 
drawn  out  after  my  Lord  jefus.  I  intreated  to 
lye  at  his  feet,  and  wafh  them  with  tears  of  con¬ 
trition  (as  Mary)  and  he  granted  in  fome  meafure 
my  petition.  By  faith  I  lay  at  his  feet,  and  my 

Spirit 
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Spirit  was  humbled  into  tears  of  repentance,  and 
my  foul  cou’d,  notwit'hftanding,  magnify  the  Lord* 
and  rejoice  in  him  my  God  and  Saviour.  And 
being  proftrate  at  his  feet,  I  was  enabled  to  plead 
his  favour  and  acceptance  for  a  further  b’effing  of 
deliverance  out  of  my  difficulties,  if  confident 
with  his  glory,  yet  defired  to  be  in  poverty,  fliame 
and  contempt  all  my  life,  rather  than  by  profperity 
in  the  world  to  difhonour  him  ;  and,  I  hope,  he 
regarded  my  Application.  I  intreated  alfo  for  my 
wife,  and  truft  that  the  light  of  his  favour  (hall  yet 
rejoice  her  foul,  and  caufe  her  to  glory  in  his  fal- 
vation.  My  fick  friends  and  benefactors  lay  near 
my  heart ;  I  truft  that  God  will  be  merciful  to  them. 

J  intreated  mercy  for  his  minifying  fervants,  par¬ 
ticularly  for  MefT.  G.  TV.  W .  H.  and  I.  B.  that 
they  might  be  made  ftrong  in  the  power  of  his 
might,  to  publith  the  favour  of  his  name  and  fal. 
vation,  and  that  they  efpecially  might  be  kept 
from  evil,  and  their  labours  profpered  for  his  own 
name’s  fake.  My  foul  did  magnify  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  blefs  and  praife  him  with  all  its 
powers,  and  he  ftrengthen’d  me  this  day  in  prayer, 
and  in  giving  exhortation  to  my  poor  negroes, 
my  overfeer  alfo  being  prefent  :  may  the  truths 
delivered  fix  on  their  hearts,  may  the  prejudices 
of  my  overfeer  be  removed,  and  may  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  break  in  upon  his  foul,  and  difpel  the 
darknefs  of  his  mind  ! 

Dear  God,  arife  in  all  thy  might, 

And  put  the  troops  of  hell  to  flight  ; 

Do 
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Do  thou  the  legion  difpoffefs. 

And  turn  his  foul  to  righteoufnefs. 

Confider  and  be  aftonilhed,  O  my  foul  !  at  the 
condefcenlion  of  the  great  God,  that  hath  been  gra¬ 
cious  to  thee  the  chief  of  finners,  that  hath  (hewn 
tnee  thy  mifery,  and  raifed  thine  eyes  to  look  to 
tne  blood  of  atonement  for  pardon  and  peace 
aiw  eternal  life,  that  he  might  reftore  thee  to  the 
j^ys  of  id)  favour,  and  crown  thy  life  with  frefti 
inftances  ot  his  loving-kindnefs,  from  day  to  day. 
fie  fills  the  wildernefs  with  heavenly  manna,  and 
refreities  thee  with  water  from  the  rock  j  he  leads 
thee  up  to  Pijgab  s  top  to  view  the  promis’d  land,, 
and  there  gives  thee  a  fade  of  the  grapes  of  EJbcoll, 
to  ftrengthen  and  encourage  thee  in  thy  combats 
with  thine  enemies  in  the  way ;  and  left  thou 
ftiould’ft  faint  in  the  day  of  battle,  he  himfelfgoes 
before  thee,  to  protect,  fupport  and  comfort  thee. 
O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  O  my  foul  ! 

25 t,]-  1  hou  art  the  king  of  glory,  O  Chrift  * 
the  everlaftmg  fon  of  the  Father,  very  God  of 
very  God,  the  prince  of  peace,  and  the  glory 
of  thine  Ifrael.  When  thou  took’ft  upon  thee 
to  deliver  man,  thou  did’ft  noc  abhor  the  vir¬ 
gin’s  womb,  nor  the  meannefs  of  a  liable  and  a 
manger,  in  which  to  make  thy  firft  appearance  at 
thy  birth.  O  how  infinite  tby  condefcenlion  and 
thy  love  !  may  my  foul  lye  low  at  thy  feet  in  a 
ferile  thereof  all  my  days  !  Hut  how  much  more 
fhould’ft  thou  be  abafed,  O  my  foul,  under  a 
fcnfe  of  thy  Redeemer’s  lowlinefs  and  love  to  thee, 
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in  making  thee  the  tabernacle  of  his  reft  ;  wonder¬ 
ful  indeed,  that  he  fhould  by  his  Spirit  dwell  in 
thee  !  Be  aftoniftvd,  O  heavens,  at  this  !  Be  afto- 
niiVd  and  melt  away  in  humble  adorations  thereof, 
O  my  foul  !  my  vile  foul,  ten  thoufand  times 
more  mean  and  vile  than  the  ftabie  or  the  man¬ 
ger.  O  wonder  of  angels  !  O  aftonifhing  con- 
defcenfion  of  my  Saviour  !  O  my  Jefus,  this  day 
haft  thou  vifited  and  exalted  my  foul  ;  thou  haft 
drawn  me  with  bands  of  love,  and  exalted  m^ 
foul  unto  heaven  ;  there  by  faith  have  I  beheld 
thee,  my  Jefus,  my  advocate,  and  my  reft,  at  the 
right  hand  of  thy  father  :  there  haft  thou  entred, 
my  forerunner,  there  my  Lord,  my  God,  haft  thou 
prepared  a  place  for  me.  Thou  haft  pitied  our 
fallen  race,  thy  right  hand  hath  brought  us  fal- 
vation  ;  thy  kingdom  (hall  be  exalted  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  and  thy  glory  (hall  be  magnify  d 
for  ever  and  ever.  This  day  my  foul  doth  mag¬ 
nify  thee,  my  God,  and  glory  in  thy  falvation, 
for  thou  haft  ranfom’d  my  life  from  death,  my 
foul  from  the  devil;  it  hath  efcaped  as  a  bird 
from  the  fnare  of  the  fowler,  and  fled  into  thine 
hand  and  found  fan&uary  ;  thou  haft  wafh’d  me 
from  my  filthinefs,  and  cloath'd  me  with  a  white 
garment.  O  love  !  love  !  unparalleled  love  !  for 
which  I  will  rejoice  in  thee,  and  will  declare  thy 
lovin'*- kindnefs  and  thy  faithfulnefs  for  ever  and 

ever.  .  , 

Jan  2 d,  17 52.  In  the  morning  on  my  bed 

how  o-racioufl  y  did’ft  thou  manifeft  thy  loving 
0  kindnefs 


— 1 


[  n  J 

kindnefs  to  my  foul,  my  Lord  and  my  God;  iurely 
thou  art  love,  a  fountain  of  love.  Blefs  the  Lord 
O  my  foul,  &c. 

wtb.  Found  God  in  his  fan&uary,  was  re- 
frefhed  at  his  table,  and  renewed  my  vows  or 
fidelity  afrelh  in*  his  (Length.  May  his  grace  be 
liifHcient  for  me  under  every  tryal,  and  his  glory 
be  magnified  in  my  weaknefs. 

19 th.  Monday  morning  in  bed  at  Mr.  H — —s 
in  Savannah  I  found  my  God  prefent,  and  my 
Spirit  rejoiced  in  him,  the  author  of  my  falvation  : 
O  how  amiable,  how  deferable  is  the  Lord  to  the 
foul  that  is  filled  with  the  glory  of  his  prefence  ! 

March  1 ft.  Sabbath  morning,  awoke  fill’d  with 
anxious  cares,  I  loath’d  ’em,  begg’d  deliverance 
and  apply ’_d  to  reading  the  holy  fcriptures,  par¬ 
ticularly  St.  John  chap.  1.  But,  O,  I  can’t  defcribe 
the  lovelinefs  of  my  God,  my  Saviour ;  he  fill’d 
my  heart  with  his  loving-kindnefs  ;  he  is  in¬ 
deed  the  delight  of  my  foul,  and  the  glory  of  my 
{Length  ;  he  is  all  my  defire,  and  all  my  falvation, 
and  I  will  glory  in  his  grace,  for  ever  and  ever. 

3 d.  This  day  hath  the  Lord  vifited  my  foul 
indeed,  and  caufed  his  goodnefs  to  pafs  before  me. 
O  that  I  could  declare  the  fweetnefs  of  his  loving- 
kindnefs,  and  condefcenfions  of  his  grace,  in  com- 
parifon  with  which  all  worldly  comforts  and  delights 
are  but  vain  joys.  The  greatefi:  condefcenfion  of 
princes  is  but  a  faint  fhadow  [of  his,  who  veil’d 
his  Godhead  in  our  fiefh,  and  bow’d  his  head  to 
fufiain  our  curfe,  and  purchafe  our  falvation.  O 
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how  (hall  I  declare  his  goodncfs  and  mercy  to 
unworthy  me.  I  this  day  was  raptur’d  under  the  • 
light  of  his  countenance,  whil ft  contemplating 
the  riches  of  his  grace  ;  his  love  diffus’d  it’s  fweet- 
nefs  thro’  my  foul  ;  I  breath’d  forth  bleiTings  and 
praifes  with  delight.  I  felt  my  foul  united  to 
Jefus  indeed,  my  joys  were  unutterable  !  I  envy’d 
not  princes  the  glories  of  ten  thoufand  worlds ; 
if  laid  in  the  ballance  with  my  fweet  Jefus,  they 
are  furely  to  be  rejected  with  abhorrence  ;  for  truly 
he  is  love,  and  the  perfection  of  all  excellences  film¬ 
ing  in  him  ravifhed  my  heart ;  I  was  even  Tick 
of  love,  I  long’d  for  more  compleat  enjoyment 
of  my  Lord,  and  freedom  from  fin.  O  when  fhall 
I  behold  him  as  he  is,  and  be  fill’d  with  his  fulnefs, 
never,  never  to  lofe  the  enjoyment  of  this  love, 
this  glory,  this  heavenly  vifion  more.  O  my  foul, 
receive  thou  the  pledge  of  his  love,  as  a  token  of 
his  continual  affeCtion  to  thee,  his  prote&ion  of 
thee,  and  that  he  will  in  very  deed  caufe  all 
things  to  work  together  for  thy  good,  in  time  and 
to  eternity.  Let  it  allure  thee  that  he  careth  for 
thee,  and  will  fuftain  thee  under  all  thy  adver;  ties 
that  he  fympathizes  with  thee  under  all  thy  dif- 
treffes,  and  after  purifying  thee  as  gold  in  the 
furnace,  will  furely  deliver  thee,  and  raife  thee  to 
inherit  the  joys  of  his  glorious  falvation.  Therefore 
arife,  (hake  thyfelf  from  the  dull,  break  forth  into 
finging  ;  let  a  fenfe  of  his  favour  and  a  profpeef  of 
glory  at  hand,  difpel  thy  gloomy  doubts,  and  call  oft 
thy  garments  of  mourning  ;  let  it  raife  the  joy  of 
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thy  countenance,  and  caufe  a  chearful  mien  to 
appear  thro’  thy  life  and  conversation,  and  be  thou 
ready  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  and  adminifter 
comfort  to  the  difconfolate  ;  tell  the  great  things 
the  Lord  hath  done  for  thee,  fo  fhalt  thou  honour 
thy  matter,  and  futtain  the  lambs  of  the  flock,  and 
raife  the  heaits  of  his  afflidted  ones  to  truft  in  his 
name  and  glory  in  his  falvation. 

i  $th.  I  found  my  God  in  his  fandfuary,  the 
ardours  of  my  heart  were  fixed  on  him,  and  my 
foul  delighted  to  blefs  his  holy  name.  I  found  him 
the  Strength  of  my  heart,  and  the  joy  of  my  foul, 
and  I  will  rejoice  in  him  and  extol  his  holy  name, 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

1 6th.  In  the  morning  on  my  bed,  I  awoke 
with  a  verfe  of  Dodtor  Watts's^  viz* 

Thus  will  he  fend  falvation  down, 

And  we  fliall  render  praife ; 

We,  the  dear  people  of  his  love,, 

And  He  our  God  of  grace. 

I  mus’d  upon  God’s  goodnefs  and  mercy,  my  af~ 
fedtions  being  raifed  to  cleave  to  him  ;  1  arofe 
and  gave  thanks  unto  him,  and  found  my  de¬ 
fires  to  centre  more  particularly  on  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  for  fome  time,  and  to  him  I  breathed  out 
my  defires,  retting  on  God  the  Son,  as  mediator 
for  acceptance  with  him  ;  and  my  Spirit  was  fil¬ 
led  with  love  and  thankfulnefs  to  the  Son  for 
my  accefs  to  the  Father  in  and  by  him  ;  I  com¬ 
mitted  my  felf  and  all  my  affairs  to  my  Redeemer 
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to  be  governed  by  his  Spirit,  and  dealt  with  at 
his  pleafure  for  his  glory,  intreating  to  be  kept 
clofe  with  him  in  continual  communion  :  I  con- 
fidered  God  the  Holy  Ghoft  as  the  author  and 
giver  of  life,  and  joy,  and  peace,  and  love  in 
my  foul  ;  and  my  Spirit  was  drawn  out  to  wel¬ 
come  him  into  my  heart,  and  blefs  and  magnify 
his  holy  name.  And  thus  my  affections  were  centred 
alternately  on  the  Father,  Son  and  Spirit  :  O  glo¬ 
rious  intercourfe  !  0  happy  union!  O  joy  unfpeak- 
able  and  full  of  glory  !  Rej'  ice  O  my  foul,  for 
ever  in,  and  extol  the  God  of  thy  Salvation.  O 
rejoice  and  give  thanks,  and  Speak  well  of  his 
name,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

April  $tk.  Sabbath  morning,  I  awoke  with  my 
God  prefent,  and  the  following  verfe  from  Dr. 
Watts  occur  r’d  : 

Cold  mountains,  and  the  midnight  air 
Witnefs’d  the  fervour  of  thy  prayer. 

This  rous’d  me  to  my  private  devotions.  I 
was  anxious  for  a  compos’d  frame  of  mind  to 
obferve  the  Sabbath  and  worfnip  of  God,  with  a 
reverential  awe  of  his  majefty  upon  my  heart ; 
and  he  heard  and  manifefted  his  glory  to  my  foul, 
compos’d  my  thoughts,  and  ftrengthen’d  me  for 
the  duties  of  the  day.  I  found  his  gracious  pre¬ 
fence  and  affiftance  in  family  prayer  alfo;  my 
foul  did  cleave  to  him,  and  my  Spirit  rejoiced  in 
him.  I  found  his  gracious  prefence  with  me,  the 

moft  of  the  day,  and  at  night  in  our  Society  in 

prayer 
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prayer  he  greatly  enlarged  my  defires,  and  rais  d 
my  conceptions  of  divine  things.  O  glorious  God, 
my  God,  how  excellent  is  thy  loving  kindnefs ! 
How  infinite  thy  grace  !  How  low  thy  condefcen- 
fions  !  How  great  the  obligations  on  me  thy  poor 
unworthy  creature,  to  love,  obey,  and  ferve  thee, 
and  to  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever  .  . 

Auguft  orb.  Being  anxious  for  a  difpofition  of 
heart  fuited  to  the  duties  of  the  iabbath  I  arole 
early  to  prayer,  and  found  fome  fervour  of  heart ; 
after  prayer,  I  arofe  and  open’d  my  bible,  at  xvu. 
of  Jeremiah  ;  the  ytb,  i  \th,  and  i  yth  Verfes  were 
bleffed  cordials  to  my  languifhmg  loud  My  foul 
relied  in  God,  and  in  him  enjoyed  a  fulnefs  of 
fatisfaftion  commenfurate  with  its  higheft  wilhes. 
Biefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul  !  his  favour  is  life,  his 
loving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life  ;  fhame  cover¬ 
ed  my  face,  becaufe  of  my  backfiidings,  my 
foul  abhorr’d  itfelf  becaufe  of  its  foolifhnefs.  But 
thou  art  the  glory  of  my  frame,  my  hie,  my  God  ! 
Thou  art  the  perfection  of  beauty  ;  and  the  life 
thou  haft  bellow’d  upon  me  here,  (hall  be  fpent 
in  ftriving  to  attain  to  that  holinefs,  goodnefs,  and 
truth,  which  fo  wonderfully  recommend  thee  to 
my  foul.  O  God  of  my  falvation,  thou  art  of 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  without  ab- 
horrence  ;  do  thou  pity  me  and  walh  me  that  I 
may  be  clean,  inftamp  thine  image  on  my  heart 
that  I  may  be  holy,  and  glorify  thy  name  for 

evermore!  ' 
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13/^.  Awoke  early  and  rofe  to  prayer.  I  Eng’d 
for  a  feeling  fenfe  of  love  in  my  heart  to  my  God  ; 
I  contemplated  his  love  to  me,  particularly  re¬ 
deeming  love,  and  my  foul  was  mov’d  to  love 
him  with  all  its  powers.  O  thou  mod  high  and 
holy  one,  doft  thou  vifit  me  !  O  my  God'  thou 
haft  rav iftdd  my  foul  !  Why,  O  why  fhould  my 
foolifh  heart  ever  rove  from  thee  ?  Why  do  I 
not  lofe  my  felf  in  thee,  thou  perfeiftion  of  glory? 
Thou  fea  of  blifs!  O  my  God,  I  would  be^fwal- 
iowd  up  in  thee,  for  thou  art  my  life  and  my 
giory;  my  foul  wou’d  make  its  continual  boaft  of 
thee,  and  thy  glory  ftiall  be  its  continual  aim.  O 
giant  me  wifdom  and  fandlify  my  affedlions  to  do 
thy  will  !  O  ftrerigthen  thy  fervant  to  walk  before 
thee  in  tny  perfedf  way,  and  my  foul  fha  1  tri¬ 
umph  in  thy  falvation. 

File  wonders,  Lord,  thy  love  has  wrought, 
Exceed  my  praife,  furmount  my  thought  } 
Eternity’s  extent  {hall  fhow 
My  grateful  fenfe  of  what  I  owe.  Watts. 

14/E  This  morning  the  Lord  hath  vifited  and 
refrefhed  my  foul,  d  ruly  God  is  good  to  Ifrael. 
Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  {hall  follow  me  all 
my  days.  I  fhall  abide  under  the  fhadovv  of  the 
Almighty,  and  reft  my  foul  under  the  banner  of 
his  love  ;  he  will  caufe  my  bow  to  abide  in  ftrength 
and  bring  to  nought  the  devices  of  my  enemies] 
My  God  is  a  fhield  and  a  fandfuary  to  all  that  fear 
him  and  rely  on  his  falvation.  Surely  I  had  fainted 

-  and 
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and  fell,  and  the  fhadow  of  death  had  covered  me, 
had  I  not  believed  and  truded  in  his  falvation  , 
but  for  ever  bleffed  be  God,  that  led  my  foul  to 
hope  in  his  mercy,  and  wait  on  his  falvation,  foi 
he  hath  vi filed  and  delivered  my  foul,  and  fet  my 
feet  upon  a  rock,  and  eftablifti’d  my  goings  ;  I  fhall 
not  be  mov’d,  my  foul  fhall  glory  in  his  grace,  and 
rejoice  and  tiiumph  in  his  falvation  for  ever. 

1 6t h  Sabbath  morning,  I  arofe  before  day  to 
prayer  \  my  foul  thirfted  for  God,  I  fought  him 
with  importunity,  and  he  heard  ;  he  bowed  the 
heavens,  and  defeended  by  his  Spirit  into  my  heart, 
and  bird  it  vet  more  with  fervent  defires  towards 
him.  My  foul  even  panted  for  God,  and  I  became 
faint,  and  lay  down  again,  but  my  heart  ftill  arofe 
unto  God,  and  he  fill’d  it  with  his  fulnefs.  O 
amaz  ng  grace  !  O  love  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
glory  !  O  what  is  the  condefcenfion  of  princes,  to 
the  condefcenfion  of  my  God  !  Why  me  ?  O  God 
Almighty,  why  me  ?  vile  me.  I  was  a  beaft  be¬ 
fore  thee  ;  but  thou  haft  vifited  and  redeem  d  me, 
thou  haft  drawn  me  to  the  fountain  of  my  Redeem¬ 
er’s  blood,  thou  haft  bathed  my  foul  there.  T  hou 
haft  given  me  beauty  for  afhes,  the  oyl  of  joy 
for  mourning,  &c.  jfhou  haft  fet  me  up  upon 
a  rock,  even  the  rock  Chrift  Jelus,  and  put  a 
new  fong;  in  my  mouth,  &c.  and  I  will  fing  or 
thy  righteoufnefs  and  thy  truth,  and  make  my 
boaft  of  thy  mercy  and  thy  falvation  all  the  day 
long,  for  thou  art  my  king  and  my  God,  and  thine 
own  arm  hath  brought  me  falvation. 

Dear 
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c  Dear  Jefus,  thou  thy  love  tome, 
c  In  want,  in  pain,  in  fhame  has  IhowM 

C  L'  * 

ror  me  on  the  accurfed  tree, 

*  1  nou  poured’/!  forth  thy  precious  blood. 
%  foul  from  nell,  thou  did’f!  redeem, 
i  hy  Jove  fhall  be  my  conflant  theme/ 

i8/4\  Arofe  before  day  to  prayer,  and  my  de- 
11  es  arofe  to  God  ;  I  fought  him  whom  my  foul  de- 
h’gnts  to  embrace  in  the  arms  of  faith  ;  but  my 
belov  d  was  gone,  he  was  withdrawn  :  I  lay  down 
again  and  mus’d,  and  again  arofe,  and  read  the 
fni!  Pfalm,  2 d  and  3d  Verfes,  ‘  His  delight  is 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  &c.  and  he  fhall  be 
iike  a  tree,  &c.*  Thefe  verfes  the  Lord  was  pleafed 
to  blefs  to  me,  and  enabled  me  to  pour  out  my 
foul  in  ftrong  defires  for  greater  attainments  to¬ 
wards  perfedtion  in  holinefs,  to  be  fruitful  in  good 
works,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  his  grace  :  and 
niy  foul  did  magnify  the  Lord,  and  blefs  his  holy 
name  for  the  riches  of  his  grace  that  I  had  re¬ 
ceived.  Truly  he  is  good  to  all  that  wait  on  him* 
to  all  whofe  hearts  feek  to  cleave  to  him  ffead- 
faflly  in  the  way  of  his  commandments  ;  in  thefe 
will  I  meditate  day  and  night.  I  will  fet  the 
ordinances  of  my  God,  as  frontlets  between  mine 
eyes,  that  they  may  not  rove  after  vanity.  O 
help  me  my  God  for  I  am  weak,  and  my  flrength. 
is  in  thee. 

Thy  law  divine,  O  give  to  fhine 

In  me  as  clufiers  on  the  vine  : 


It’s 
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It’s  end  I  fee,  ’t is  fweet  to  me, 

It's  glory  binds  my  foul  to  thee. 

O  (Lengthen  me,  in  life  to  fhow 
The  love  I  to  its  precepts  owe. 

2i/?.  Early  in  the  morning  I  read  the  iv  Pfalm, 
having  firft  begg’d  of  God  enlightening  grace, 
and  in  prayer  adfed  faith  on  thefe  words  of  my  Lord 
Jefus.  Mat,  vii.  n.  How  much  more  Jhall  year 
heavenly  father  give  his  holy  Spirit  to  them  that  afk 
him .  And  the  Lord  granted  my  requeff,  and  blef- 
fed  me  in  my  meditations  on  that  pfalm.  Bleffed 
be  thy  name,  O  Lord,  that  haft  caufed  my  foul 
ro  reft  in  thy  falvation.  Thy  faithfulnefs  is  efta- 
blifhed  as  the  heavens,  and  thy  mercy,  to  them  that 
fear  thee,  endureth  for  ever  and  ever. 

Auguji  'goth.  Sabbath  morning,  arofe  to  prayer, 
and  the  Lord  drew  out  my  affections  to  him. 
He  breathed  on  my  foul,  and  caus’d  it  to  de¬ 
light  in  the  condefcenfions  of  his  grace.  My  foul 
embrac’d  him  in  the  arms  of  faith,  and  refted  in 
his  love.  O  infinite  condefcenfion  !  Who,  who 
can  fathom  the  depths  of  the  1  ve  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus  to  fallen  man,  or  conceive  the  thoufandth 
part  of  that  bleffednels,  that  he  has  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him.  Happy,  for  ever  happy,  art  thou 
O  Ifrael,  and  happy  art  thou,  O  my  foul,  for  thy 
God  is  the  Lord  Jehovah  ;  ftrong  is  his  arm,  his 
wifdom  alfo  is  infinite,  and  his  mercy  and  faith¬ 
fulnefs  abide  for  ever  with  thofe  that  fear  him 
and  love  his  commandments.  Rejoice  thou  in 

the 
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tiiC  Loid,  O  my  !oul,  for  he  is  the  horn  of  thy 
ftrengtb,  thy  fhield,  thy  glory,  ami  his  arm  hath 
brought  thee  falvation. 

Septem.  14th.  Yefterday  great  deadnefs  poffefs’d 
my  foul,  it  inqreafed  today,  I  loath’d  myfelf,  and 
in  the  night  I  arofe  to  prayer,  I  fought  my  God, 
but  hi,  fpint  departed  from  me  ;  I  lay  down  again 
rehing  in  him  as  my  foie  fupporter  and  helper,  f 
flept,  and  awoke  in  the  morning  with  the  gracious 
aids  of  his  Spuit  manifefled  in  my  foul,  exciting 
ne  to  bleis  and  praife  his  holy  name,  and  my 
foul  was  made  to  delight  itfelf  in  him.  A  Sunn  f 
arofe  on  the  earth,  the  rains  defcended  and  the 
winds  Jew ;  but  in  my  foul  was  a  perfe<5l  calm,  . 
for  it  refled  on  the  rock  Chriil  Jefus.  O  blef- 

fed  are  they  who  are  anchored  in  the  haven  of 
his  grace;  there  all  is  calm,  and  florms  of  wrath 
can  never  enter.  And  bleffed  and  happy  art  thou, 

O  my  foul,  for  there  thy  bark  lies  anchored ;  there 
thou  may'fl  lye  fafely  when  florms  of  vengeance 
fill  the  wicked  world  with  terror.  When  &biack- 
nefs  and  horror  fhall  cover  their  faces,  then  O 
then  fhalt  thou,  my  foul,  appear  as  a  bride  in 
the  day  of  her  efpoufal,  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  her  bridegroom  ;  joy  fhall  fparkle  in  thine  eyes, 
and  pleafure  fhail  caufe  thy  countenance  to  bloom 
as  the  rofe.  Then,  O  then,  fhalt  thou  rejoice  and 

+  fhe  florin  here  referr’d  to  was  that  dreadful 

one,  in  which  Cbarla-Tnvn  was  nigh  periling  in  the 
waters. 
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glory  in  thy  Redeemer,  and  fliout  the  triumph* 
of  his  grace. 

1 1th-  In  the  morning  before  day  arofe  to 
prayer ;  my  foul  fought  the  prefence  of  the  Lord, 
but  found  not  its  wifh’d  for'  joy  in  him  ;  however 
it  refted  on  his  favour,  and  I  lay  down  again.  In  the 
morning  I  arofe  and  fought  him  in  meditation  on 
his  love  and  his  promifes  in  his  word,  and  found  the 
defires  of  my  heart  increafe  towards  him  ;  the  ardours 
.  of  my  affedion  were  fixed  and  center’d  in  him* 
Surely  it  is  good  to  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  pray  over  his 
word,  and  to  meditate  on  his  goodnefs,  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  truth;  his  loving-kindnefs  has  been  ever 
of  old  manifefled  to  them  that  fear  him,  and 
diligently  wait  on  him  for  falvation.  Blefled  is 
the  man  who  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  and  whofe  hope 
the  Lord  is  ;  and  blefled  art  thou,  O  my  foul. 
ior  he  only  is  thy  hope,  thy  trufl,  thy  rock,  thy 
fineld,  thy  ftrength,  and  the  horn  of  thy  falvation. 

Rejoice  and  fing  of  his  righteoufnefs  and  truth,  and 

extoll  his  goodnefs  and  mercy  which  endure  for  ever. 

1 Blefled,  forever  blefTed,  be  thou,  O  Lord 
my  God,  that  haii  vifited  my  foul  the  night  paft  by 
diy  quick’ning  Spirit,  and  blefled  be  thy  name 
tci  thy  meicies  this  morning.  Glory,  glory  to 
thee  in  the  higheft ;  for  thou  drawefl  me  with  the 
cords  of  love,  and  the  bonds  of  a  man. 

*'  Was  ever  equal  pity  found  ? 

The  prince  of  heaven  refigns  his  breath, 

*  And  pours  his  life  out  on  the  ground, 

I  o  ranfom  guilty  worms  from  death.  Watts ; 

I  Theft 


[  86  ] 

Thefc  words  were  brought  to  my  mind,  and 
lay  on  my  heart.  Dear  Lord  Jefus,  let  thy  love 
to  me  ever  engage  my  love  and  obedience  to 
thee  !  O  fanclify  my  heart,  and  let  my  life  be 
fpent  in  thy  fervice  and  for  thy  glory  !  Let  my 
foul  and  body  be  a  living  facrifice  to  thee  }  O  make 

it  holy  and  acceptable  in  thy  fight. 

23^.  At  Capt.  H - ’tin  Georgia .  A  day  de¬ 

voted  to  God,  as  a  day  of  thankfgiving  for  his 
great  goodnefs  and  mercy  in  delivering  my  felf 
and  family  from  the  threatening  danger  of  a  great 
florin  the  nth  of  Sept.  1722.  This  being  Friday, 
and  having  much  bufinefs  to  do  here,  and  being 
anxious  to  return  home  before  the  fabbath,  that 
I  might  difpatch  my  bufinefs  there  next  Mon¬ 
day,  it  was  difficult  for  me  to  finifh  my  bufinefs 
here,  in  order  to  get  down  in  time,  and  to  ful¬ 
fil  my  vow  unto  my  God,  of  keeping  this  as  a  day 
of  thankfgiving  to  him.  I  fet  myfelf  before  day 
to  feek  him  by  prayer,  and  devoted  the  morning 
to  him  in  holy  exercifes,  and  he  gracioufly  af¬ 
fixed  me  with  a  fuitable  difpofition  of  heart, 
and  manifefted  his  gracious  acceptance  of  my  fa¬ 
crifice  of  love  and  thankfulnefs.  I  read  part  of 
Dodlor  JVatts* s  fermon  on  Job  xxiii.  Verles  3,  4. 
0  that  1  knew  where  I  might  find  him!  &c.  and 
in  reading,  almoft  every  fentence  was  blefs’d  to 
me.  Wonderful  were  the  difplays  of  divine  grace 
to  me ;  I  was  got  near  to  God  indeed,  and 
my  foul  was  drawn  out  to  blefs  him,  and  to 
devote  itfelf  to  him  afrefh  with  all  its  powers, 
nd  to  plead  for  wifdom  and  grace,  to  ferve  him 
f  accepta- 
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acceptably  for  ever.  By  faith  I  faw  him  a  Cod 
of  infinite  majefty  and  holinefs,  and  lay  low  be¬ 
fore  him  under  a  fenfe  of  my  own  vilenefs  ;  and 
my  Jefus  was  precious  to  my  foul  in  all  his  of-' 
fices.  My  God  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  precious  to 
me  as  a  quickening,  fan&ifying,  enlightening, 
and  comforting  Spirit.  I  faw  by  faith  my  God 
the  father  as  a  fin-pardoning  God,  a  faithful 
covenant-keeping  God,  and  as  a  tender  compafi* 
fionate  reconciled  father  to  me,  thro’  his  fon  Chrift: 
Jefus  my  Lord  and  Saviour ;  and  my  Spirit  a- 
dored  and  rejoiced  in  him  with  thankfgivings  and 
praifes.  It  magnified  him  alfo  as  a  righteous  judge, 
and  knowing  that  he  had  committed  all  judgment 
to  his  fon  Chrift  Jefus,  my  heart  rejoiced  that 
my  juige  was  my  advocate  with  the  Father,  and 
,had  appeas’d  his  juftice  by  the  atonement  of  his 
blood,  and  purchafed  for  me  a  compleat  redemp¬ 
tion  and  falvation.  Truly  my  foul  delighted  in 
God,  and  was  highly  exalted  by  his  Spirit  to 
love,  and  fear,  and  praile  him  with  all  its  pow¬ 
er  $  and  refolved  to  fpend  the  day  in  religious 
exercifes,  in  prayer,  reading,  and  meditation, 
thankfgivings  and  praifes.  But  my  anxious  con- 
cern  for  my  bufinefs,  and  to  get  home  at  the  time 
before  mentioned,  drew  me  out,  and  I  did  fome 
bufinefs  that  I  efteemed  abfolutely  necejfary and  re¬ 
turned  to  my  devotions  ;  and  my  God  did  graci- 
oufly  continue  his  prefence  with  my  foul,  and  it 

flill  rejoiced  in  his  grace.  But  Col.  //— - foon 

after  coming  to  me  about  other  bufinefs*  I  was 

I  2  again 
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again  called  away  from  my  retirement,  and  whilft 
out,  fell  into  company  and  amufed  my  felf  with 
their  trifling  converfation  ;  and  tho’  my  confcience 
accus'd  me  for  tarrying  in  it  after  my  bufinefs 
was  done,  I  indulg’d  my  vain  curiofity  and  ne¬ 
glected  my  avow’d  duty,  till  at  evening  I  returned 
burthen’d  with  guilt.  And  after  prayers  in  the 
family,  and  a  lifelefs  prayer  in  fecret,  I  lay  down 
in  heavinefs  to  reft,  and  towards  day  I  awoke, 
but  my  Spirit  was  greatly  diftrefs’d  with  a  fenfe 
of  my  falfenefs  and  ingratitude  to  God.  Anguifh 
poffefs’d  my  heart,  and  my  bitternefs  was  intol¬ 
erable  y  I  beat  upon  my  breaft  thro’  the  vexation  of 
my  foul  for  my  foolifhnefs.  I  had  vowed  unto 
the  Lord,  and  had  begun  to  perform  it,  and  how 
gracioufly  did  he  meet  me  in  the  path  of  duty, 
and  folace  my  foul  with  the  ravifhing  delights  of 
his  acceptance  and  love  ?  How  fweet  and  refrefhing 
was  the  intercourfe  betwixt  him  and  my  foul, 
how  fervent  my  defires  and  prayer  for  wifdom 
and  grace  to  feive  him  acceptably,  and  be  kept 
near  him  for  ever ;  and  how  did  I  long  to  be  fpent 
for  him,  whole  great  goodnefs  had  filled  my  heart  ? 
Eut  alas,  how  am  I  fallen !  How  am  I  brought 
down  from  my  glory,  my  joy,  my  reft.  I  Laid  in 
mine  anguifh,  whither  {hall  I  flee  from  thy  Spirit, 
or  hide  myfelf  from  thy  vengeance,  for  lo  J  am 
in  thy  hand  !  thou  incompafteft  me  on  every  fide, 
and  thy  vifitations  preferve  my  being.  I  will 
fall  down  before  thee,  thou  fearcher  of  hearts, 
and  I  will  make  my  iuppJications  unto  thee  my 
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judge,  for  againft  thee,  thee  only  have  I  finned,, 
and  done  evil  in  thy  light.  Lord,  I  am  unwor¬ 
thy  to  be  called  thy  fon  $  but,  O  call  me  not  off 
for  ever.  I  will  lye  at  thy  feet  for  mercy ;  I 
will  look  unto  my  Jefus  on  the  cuofs,  I  will 
reft  on  the  atonement  of  his  blood,  which  cleanf- 
eth  from  all  fin  $  I  will  plead  his  loving-kindnefii 
of  old,  his  endearments  in  the  day  of  my  efpouf- 

als,  tho’  now  I  have  crucify’d  him  afrefh,  and  abus’d 
the  loving-kindnefs  of  his  Spirit.  I  will  con- 
fefs  my  fins  unto  thee  my  God,  and  reft  upon 
thy  word,  that  thou  art  juft  and  faithful  to  forgive 
me  my  fins,  and  to  cleanfe  me  from  all  unrighteouf- 
nefs.  My  foul  was  ftill  forely  diftrefled,  and  my 
burthen  intolerable ;  I  felt  what  is  meant  by  that 
expreflion  in  the  book  of  Proverbs,  *  A  wounded 
Spirit,  who  can  bear. 5  Yet  my  foul  fhall  reft  in 
the  Lord  $  my  Jefus  is  my  advocate,  thor  I  have 
fhamefully  grieved  him.  I  lay  down  again,  but 
my  heart  was  as  a  troubled  occean  ;  I  rolled 
to  and  fro  in  bitter  anguiih,  becaufe  of  the  op* 
predion  of  my  foul,  under  a  fenfe  of  its  ungrateful 
abufe  of  his  infinite  love  ;  I  fought  to  him,  to 
look  on  me  as  he  did  once  on  backfliding,  perfidious 
Peter ;  and  he,  attentive  to  my  cry,  diffoived  my 
hard  heart  into  tears  of  contrition,  diftipated  all 
my  angurfh  and  my  fears,  and  calm’d  the  tumults 
of  my  foul.  I  will  extoll  his  mercy  and  faithful* 
nefs  for  ever  and  ever. 

24th.  At  Mr.  J,  B — — ’s  in  Puny/burg ,  ’twixfc 
twelve  and  one  o’clock  at  night,  he  kindly  arofe 

I  3  a  nd 
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and  let  me  In  :  my  God  do  thou  reward  his  love 
with  the  light  of  thy  favour  upon  his  foul,  and 
thy  blefling  on  his  houfhold.  I  gave  thanks  to 
my  God,  and  lay  down  to  reft,  I  arofe  early 
to  prayer,  and  found  my  God  prefent ;  I  lay  down 
again,  but  my  foul  arofe  to  God  ;  he  was  indeed 
the  defire  and  delight  of  my  foul,  and  its  chief 
joy.  Truly  he  is  compaftionate  and  gracious,  truly 
his  faithfulnefs  faileth  not,  and  his  loving-kindnefs 
to  them  that  fear  him  endureth  for  ever.  Why 
me,  O  Lord,  why  doft  thou  vifit  me?  perfidious 
me  ?  but  to  manifeft  thy  unchangeable  love  and 
faithfulnefs,  and  that  thy  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
O  magnify  the  Lord,  my  foul,  and  extoll  his 
holy  name  for  ever  and  ever.  Thou  hadft  great¬ 
ly  backfiiden,  O  my  foul,  and  dealt  unfaithfully 
with  thy  God  ;  as  a  whorifti  woman  thou  haft  de¬ 
parted  from  thy  vow  to  the  Lord,  thou  haft  turn’d 
afide  to  vanity,  and  fhame  had  covered  thee,  and 
tby  perfidioufnefs  had  bowed  down  thy  Spirit,  and 
thine  anguifti  had  confum’d  it,  becaufe  of  thy  fool- 
ifhnefs.  Thou  .waft  mourning  an  abfent  God,  and 
his  injur’d  grace,  and  thy  ingratitude  prick’d  thy 
foul  ;  fo  that  thou  waft  ready  to  cry  out  with  guilty  . 
Cain?  c  My  punifhment  is  greater  than  lean  bear.’ 

but  blefied,  for  ever  blefted  be  thy  God,  O  my 
foul,  who  drew  thee  to  look  again  unto  him 
whom  thou  hadft  pierc’d  that  he  might  give  thee 
jepentance  and  remifiion  of  thy  fins,  that  he 
might  pour  forth  frefh  oyl  into  thy  wounds,  and 
bind  them  up  with  bands  of  love ;  that  he  might 
c  loath  thee  with  change  of  raiment,  and  adorn 

4hec  with  the  graces  of  his  Spirit,  the  orna¬ 
ments 
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meats  of  his  falvation.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul, 
cleave  thou  to  him  with  all  thy  powers  ;  and  make 
it  thy  frudy  ever  to  pleafe  him  and  worthily  to 
magnify  his  holy  name,  for  ever  and  ever. 

25th.  In  my  journey  from  Punyjbwg ,  my  heart 
was  fill’d  with  thankfulnefs,  and  I  was  enabled  to 
fpeak  freely  to  my  fervant  of  the  things  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  falvation,  as  I 
had  done  in  my  pafiage  from  Savannah .  O  that 
my  God  may  open  his  heart  unto  infhuclion  ! 
and  blefs  my  counfels  and  admonitions  to  his 
converfion  and  falvation,  that  I  may  behold  him 
with  me,  when  I  come  into  the  joys  of  my  Lord 
Jefus.  Dear  God,  difpel  his  darknefs,  and  in  thy 
light,  let  him  fee  light,  and  rejoice  in  thy  lalvatiom 

Ottober  8 th.  From  the  time  I  wrote  laft  till 
now,  has  been  a  time  of  trial  and  uneafinefs  from 
the  difobedience  of  fervants,  &c.  Dear  Lord  God 
grant  me  wifdom  to  govern  my  houfe  1  or  thee., 
as  becometh  thy  fervant  and  the  dignity  of  thine 
honour.  Before  day  this  morning  I  awoke  in  a 
dream  of  fuch  a  nature  as  mov’d  me  to  beg  of  the 
Lord  to  be  fed  with  heavenly  food  yl  arofe  to  pray¬ 
er,  and  my  foul  fteadfaftly  long’d  to  be  made  con¬ 
formable  to  him  in  wifdonl,  righteoufnefs  and  fa  no¬ 
tification  of  heart ;  it  refted  on  him  for  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  its  defires.  I  lay  down  again,  but  my 
Spirit  arofe  ,0  God  with  fervent  defires,  panting 
for  holinefs  of  heart,  and  wifdom  and  ftrength,  to 
do  his  will  on  earth  :  I  loath’d  my  felf  becaufe 
©f  my  many  repeated  backflidings  and  ungrateful 

returns 
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returns  for  his  love  5  which  mov’d  me  to  beg  ra¬ 
ther  to  be  ftript  of  every  worldly  comfort,  than 
fuffered  thereby  to  difhonour  him.  I  flept  and 
awoke  again  in  a  comfortable  frame.  Awoke  my 
partner  in  life  to  move  her  to  blefs  the  Lord  with 
me,  and  to  perfevere  in  cleaving  to  him,  with  all 
her  powers ;  and  he  gracioufly  fill’d  my  foul  more 
abundantly  with  the  ravifhing  delights  of  his 
Spirit.  O  love  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory  ! 
Rejoice  in  the  Lord  O  my  fbul,  and  fpeak  his 
goodnefs  and  mercy  ;  fet  him  ever  before  thee> 
and  declare  his  falvation  to  all  about  thee.  There 
being  no  publick  worfhip  to  day,  I  was  enabled  to 
pray  and  read  fermons,  &c.  to  my  family  as  ufual. 

May  Jefus,  and  his  graces  be 
My  portion  and  my  lot  ; 

And  worldly  things  efteem’d  by  me 
Not  worth  an  anxious  thought  : 

Direct  me,  Lord,  to  rule  my  houfe. 

In  wifdom’s  perfect  way  ; 

Thy  truths  may  all  our  hearts  efpoufe. 

Thy  laws  may  all  obey. 

jSt/j.  At  P--  R-- 1  vifited  the  Rev.  Mr.  P~  fpent 
the  evening  with  him  in  religious  converfation  ; 
found  him  a  little  warm  in  argument  he  was  found 

with  refpeft  to  juftification  by  faith  in  Chrift  only* 
on  account  of  Chrift’srighteoufnefs,  and  not  for  any 
righteoufnefs  of  ours,  but  not  fo  with  refpeft  to 
fan&ification,  as  a  work  of  God’s  Spirit  in  us  re* 
ceiv’d  at  the  time  of  our  juftification,  &c.  I  Hep* 
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at—  and  in  the  morning  on  bed  was  mufmg' 
on  our  evening’s  converfation  3  my  Spirit  arofe  to 
my  God  and  was  fill’d  with  his  prefence.  The 
glorious  fcheme  of  man’s  redemption,,  feem’d  more 
clear  to  me  than  ever  ;  my  foul  feem’d  even  fwal- 
low’d  up  in  the  love  of  God1 3  my  foul  rejoiced  in  God 
the  father,  his  wifdom  and  love  in  this  wonderful 
fcheme,  and  for  drawing  me  to  his  dear  fon  3  it  re¬ 
joiced  in  his  fon  my  dear  Redeemer,  in  his  free  un¬ 
dertaking  and  love  in  fulfilling  a  perfedf  righteoufnefs, 
in  fatisfying  for  fin,  in  procuring  peace,  love  and 
glory  for  me  3  it  rejoiced  in  my  God  the  Holy  Ghofl: 
for  his  love,  in  convincing  me  of  fin,  of  righteouf- 
nefs  and  of  judgment,  and  revealing  Chrift  in  me. 

30 th.  Was  viiited  by  feme  polite  friends  :  I  was 
anxious  to  impart  unto  them  feme  fpiritual  bene¬ 
fits,  and  the  Lord  graciouily  gave  me  the  aid  of 
his  holy  Spirit  in  prayer  the  next  morning  in  my 
family  with  them.  O  that  his  bleftings  may  attend 
my  weak  endeavours,  to  engage  their  hearts  to  feek 
a  fpiritual  union  with  him,  thro’  Jefus  Chrift.  O 
dear  Redeemer,  make  them  one  with  thee  1  that 
thou  may’ft  be  glorified  in  them,  and  they  may 
be  graciouily  accepted  as  thine,  and  be  glorify ’d  in 
and  by  thee  :  Amen,  dear  Jefus,  Amen 

Nov.  $tb.  Sabbath  morning,  about  two  o’clock 
awoke,  and  found  my  deiires  with  God  ;  I  arofe  to 
prayer,  and  afterwards  lay  down  again  and  meditated 
on  his  great  goodnefs  to  Tinners  in  Chrift  Jefus* 
and  efpecially  to  my  own  foul.  Why  me,  Lor 
why  me  taken,  and  fo  many  left  to  perifh  in  their 

tranf- 
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franfgreffions  ?  0  grace,  free  grace  !  Even  fo  it  hath 
plealed  thee,  holy  Father,  that  in  me  the  riches  of 
thy  grace  and  patience  jfhould  be  manifefted  to  them 
and  angels,  and  the  glories  of  thy  love  magnified 
in  me,  in  me  a  chief  of  finners.  My  heart  wai  fil¬ 
led  with  God,  and  with  all  its  powers  my  Spirit  did 
cleave  to  him.  I  was  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of 
nly  foolifh  backflidings.  O  hateful  ingratitude ! 
O  curfed  folly,  to  fin  againft  infinite  love  !  O  flu- 
pendous  love,  to  ftoop  to  fuch  a  loathfome  and 
hateful  creature  !  Then  did  my  Spirit  ftrive  and 
plead  with  God  for  fteadfaftnefs  of  grace  and 
Jove  to  ferve  him  acceptably  all  my  days  ;  then 
did  I  truly  trample  the  world  under  foot,  and 
efteem  J  all  its  glories  as  drofs  and  dung,  in 
comparifon  with  the  fuperior  excellencies  of  the 
favour  of  my  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  how  was 
my  heart  ravifhed  with  the  love  of  God  the  Father 
in  drawing  me  to  his  Son  for  life  and  falvation  ? 
How  did  my  foul  delight  in  him,  and  in  the  dis¬ 
plays  of  his  grace  ?  I  awoke  my  partner  to  join 
with  me  in  blefling  and  praifing  the  moft  high  God 
for  all  h  s  falvation ;  and  exhorted  her  to  prefs 
on,  to  redouble  her  diligence  and  zeal  to  feek  him 
with  all  her  powers,  and  not  to  reft  till  fhe  could 
triumph  in  his  falvation*  Surely  the  Lord  will 
turn  her  captivity,  and  her  foul  fhall  yet  rejoice 
and  glory  in  his  falvation.  And  furely  goodnefs 
and  mercy  (hall  follow  me  all  my  days.  I  fhall 
abide  under  the  fhadow  of  the  Almighty,  and  his 

banner  over  me  fhall  be  love.  My  foul  fhall  praife 

him 
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him  in  life,  it  (hall  rejoice  in  him  at  death,  it 
(hall  triumph  in  his  falvation. 

<  Tho’  earth  and  hell  with  malice  burn, 

«  Still  I  (hall  go,  and  Hill  return 

«  Safe  in  the  Lord ;  his  guardian  care 

<  Preferves  my  foul  from  every  fnare.  Waits . 

\ 

A/iz;.  ioth.  How  often  do  I  refid  the  authority 
and  abufe  the  mod  tender  regards  of  my  Lord 
Jefus,  my  head,  my  fpoufe;  and  yet  he  bears 
with  my  weaknefs,  and  the  dreams  of  his  bene¬ 
ficence  are  daily  flowing  in  upon  me ;  he  does 
not  hardily  chide,  but  with  cords  of  love,  ten 
thoufand  times  more  powerful  than  Sinai’s  thun¬ 
der,  does  he  allure  and  draw  my  heart  to  fub- 
miffion  and  duty.  O  love  unparallell’d,  unfpeak- 
able  and  glorious !  O  how  forcible  is  love  !  it 
melteth  the  rocks,  removeth  mountains,  doppeth 
the  raging  of  the  fea,  breaketh  dubborn  oaks, 
and  turns  lyons  into  lambs.  O  love,  love  !  thou 
mod  excellent  of  graces,  poflefs  for  ever  my 
heart,  and  influence  all  its  dreams  of  thought  and 
affedion.  O  my  foul,  imitate  thy  Jefus,  thy  head, 
thy  Lord,  thy  glory.  O  my  deared  Jefus,  make  me 

perfed  in  thee,  thou  fountain,  thou  fea  of  love  ! 

ii th.  Go  ng  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  the 
example  of  my  Redeemer’s  love  affeded  me,  and 
reprov’d  my  mifcondud  the  day  before,  and  my 
Spirit  was  humbled  before  the  Lord  for  my  folly. 
And  O  how  gracious  is  the  Lord  ?  He  manifeded  his 

love 
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love  again  unto  my  finful  foul,  in  his  houfe  of 
prayer.  This  day  Capt.  D —  B —  and  his  fpoufe 
prefented  their  infant  daughter  to  the  Lord  in  bap- 
tifm,  as  alfo  W —  P —  his  fon  ;  my  heart  was 
moved  to  intreat  a  blefling  of  the  Lord  for  the 
children,  that  he  wou’d  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
baptize  them  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  fan&ify 

them  even  in  infancy,  efpecially  the  infant  of  his 
perfecuted  banifh’d  fervant  D —  B— . 

Dear  Jefus  to  thy  faithful  arm 
Thefe  babes  committed  are ; 

Lord,  feal  and  blefs  and  keep  from  harm 
Thefe  lambs  left  to  thy  care, 

12th •  Lord’s  Day,  a  day  of  love  and  joy,  and 
gladnefs  of  heart ;  my  foul  was  highly  favour’d  of 
the  Lord,  at  the  holy  facrament  of  his  fupper,  and 
in  the  fociety  afterwards  :  It  was  a  day  of  bleffing 
to  many  friends  that  waited  upon  him  in  his  holy 
ordinance.  Blefled  be  the  Lord  for  all  the  difplays 
of  his  grace  !  My  foul,  this  day  didft  thou  feed  on 
thy  dear  Redeemer  by  faith  with  thankfgiving. 
This  daydid’fl  thou  pay  him  thy  vows  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  his  people,  and  renew  thy  obligations 
to  be  his,  for  ever.  This  day  he  accepted  thy 
facrifice,  and  fhewed  thee  that  his  body  was  meat 
indeed,  and  his  blood  was  drink  indeed.  This  day 
did  he  diffufe  the  virtue  thereof  thro’  thy  heart, 
and  give  thee  to  fee  that  thou  art  one  with  him.  O 
flupendous  grace  !  O  love  unparrallelhd  and  full 
cf  glory  !  May  a  favour  thereof  be  ever  frefh  up¬ 
on 
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on  my  heart  all  my  days,  and  may  it  excite  my 
foul  to  render  love  and  bleflings,  and  praifes,  and 
thanksgivings  unto  thee,  my  dear  Lord  Jefus,  thro* 
time  and  to  eternity. 

Lord,  I  am  thine,  for  ever  thine, 

My  foul  doth  cleave  to  thee; 

My  dearefi:  Lord  be  ever  mine, 

I’ll  have  no  love  but  thee. 

*6 fh.  At  evening  fet  away  from  Littlefield  for 

Georgia ,  in  Capt.  B - *s  boat,  i  found  the 

Lord  gracioufiy  with  me  ;  it  rain’d,  but  we  were 
favour’d  with  a  fair  wind  ;  we  run  down  to  Rou’s 
if  and  by  low  water  ;  came  too  ;  the  wind  arofe 
and  blew  very  hard  ;  but,  blefled  be  God,  we  were 
anchored  in  a  fecure  place,  and  the  Lord  fill’d  my 
foul  with  a  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs  and  mov’d  me 
to  blefs  him  with  all  my  powers  ;  but  more  es¬ 
pecially  towards  morning  I  feemed  mov’d  to  beg 
a  thankful  heart.  My  foul  was  drawn  out  to  the 
Loid  to  feek  this  Singular  blefling,  and  afterwards  I 
lay  down  and  flept,  and  then  awoke,  call’d  up  the 
people,  gave  them  Something  to  refrefh  them,  fet 
them  to  work,  and  the  wind  was  fallen  and  more 
fair.  My  heart  was  fill’d  with  thankfulnefs  to 
God.  O  how  condefcending  is  God,  how  Swift 
to  hear !  how  ready  to  manifeft  the  difplays  of 
his  grace  to  the  fouls  that  feek  him  fully  !  O  that 
all  my  powers  could  be  ever  on  the  ftretch  for 
him  to  fhew  forth  his  mofl  worthy  praife,  and 
to  glorify  his  name  in  time  and  to  eternity  ;  to 

K  whom 
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whom  alone  belong  honour  and  power,  might  and 
majefty,  and  love  and  praifes  everlafting,  Amen. 

What  (hall  I  render  to  my  God, 

For  all  his  klndnefs  fhown  ? 

My  feet  fhall  vifit  thine  abode. 

My  fongs  addrefs  thy  throne. 

My  foul  was  moved  to  intreat  for  the  Rev.  Mr. 

p _ ,  that  the  Lord  wou’d  infpire  him  with  the 

graces  of  his  Spirit,  and  fill  him  with  his  fulnefs 
for  the  glory  of  his  name  and  grace ;  and  for  fe- 
veral  other  friends,  that  God  wou’d  blefs  them. 

,g th.  Sabbath  morning,  reach’d  Mr.  P — G—’s, 
came  too,  perform’d  morning  prayer  in  the  Sckeo- 
ner  •  the  Lord  was  prefent  with  my  foul.  Was 

kindly  invited  afhore.  Was  enabled  to  give  per¬ 
tinent  replies  to  fome  worldly  fayings  of  the 
perfon  that  gave  me  the  invitation,  who  was 
extreamly  kind  ;  after  breakfaft,  my  confcience 
reminded  me  of  duties  incumbent  on  me  for 
inftru&ion  onboard,  and  to  endeavour  to  promote 
the  due  obfervation  of  the  Lord’s  day.  But  my  cur  - 
ed  complaifance  and  cowardice  prevented  me  till 
evening,  when  the  tide  ferv’d  to  proceed  on  my 
voyage.  I  came  on  board,  confeious  of  my  floth- 
ful  fhameful  difobedience  to  the  divine  law,  and 
[t  example  of  my  dear  Redeemer,  whofe  di.i- 
pence  to  do  his  Father’s  will,  I  ought  to  have 
copied  after,  and  the  confideration  of  whofe  love 

in  my  redemption  and  falvation  ought  to  have 
1  been 
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been  ftronger  than  a  thoufand  importunities  ol 
creature- friends  to  have  engaged  my  heart  to 
do  his  will.  His  injur’d  Spirit  was  withdrawn, 
and  I  was  left  in  heavinefs  to  mourn  an  abfent 
God,  and  my  own  perfidious  ingratitude  ;  and 
thus  to  bewail  my  folly  three  days  ere  he  was 
intreated  to  return,  and  give  me  any  fenfe  of  his 
prefence. 

2$d.  Return’d  to  Savanna ;  was  detained  till 
Saturday;  fet  off,  but,  the  wind  being  contrary,  re¬ 
turn’d  again  ;  went  afhore,  fpent  the  evening  with 
Capt.  D -  and  Mr.  M -  in  heavenly  con¬ 

vention  5  lodged  at  his  houfe.  Sabbath  morning 
before  day  I  awoke;  arofe  to  prayer,  and  my  de¬ 
fires  arofe  to  God  ;  I  longed  for  nearer  approaches 
to  him,  and  to  clafp  him  in  the  arms  of  faith, 
and  to  be  filled  with  his  fulnefs.  But  the  Lord 
witheld  himfelf,  and  vouchfafed  only  a  fenfe  of 
my  acceptance  and  a  compofed  mind  to  wait  upon 
him  in  ardent  breathings,  for  affiftance  to  keep 
his  fabbath,  and  to  reverence  him  in  his  fan£fuary, 
and  fhew  forth  the  favour  of  his  name  to  thole 
about  me  ;  lay  down  again,  was  refrelh’d  with 
fleep ;  arofe  to  prayer ;  was  enabled  to  wreflle 
for  a  blefling  for  my  yoke-fellow,  that  (he  might 
glory  in  divine  grace  ;  was  afterwards  afk’d  to  of¬ 
ficiate  in  family  prayer  ;  the  Lord  gave  me  afiift- 
ance  in  it,  blefled  be  his  holy  name  ;  I  fpake  freely 
of  divine  things  at  breakfaft  by  his  affiftance,  O 
that  he  may  blefs  it  to  the  quickning  and  comfort¬ 
ing  of  his  fervants  in  their  heavenly  journey  ! 

K  2  At 


C  *oo  J 

At  10  o'clock,  went  to  church  :  Mr.  0 —  read 
prayfcrs  and  preached  ;  my  foul  was  lifted  up  in¬ 
deed  to  jo;n  in  divine  worfhip  ;  Mr.  O - *s  text 

was  John  iv.  23.  from  whence  he  excellently 
treated  of  inward  piety,  and  purity  of  heart 
wrought  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of  the  fpirituality 
of  the  chriftian  life  and  worfhip  of  God.  Grant 
O  Lord,  that  thy  word  may  run  and  be  glorified 
in  this  place.  O  make  its  minifters  as  flames  of 
ihe,  its  officers  peace,  and  its  exactors  righteouf- 
-nefs  ;  let  thy  glory  arife  here  and  fhine,  even  as 
ihe  noon  day  ! 

27th.  Over-flept  my  felf  this  morning,  and  loft 
our  tide.  Bleffied  be  God  who  awoke  me  from 
my  ileep  in  fin  to  a  divine  life  in  himfelf,  and 
did  not  fuffer  me  to  let  flip  the  day  of  my  fal- 
vation.  In  the  afternoon  the  wind  fprung  up, 
and  we  fail’d  over  the  Sound  againft  tide. 

2 %th.  Awoke  before  day  ;  arofe  to  prayer;  the 
Lord  breath’d  upon  my  heart,  and  my  defires 
were  centered  in  him;  I  pleaded  his  paft  good- 
nefs  to  me,  and  the  glory  of  his  holy  name,  as 
an  argument  for  greater  communications  of  his 
grace  to  be  revealed  in  me  ;  for  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  about  me,  and 
for  my  dear  yoke-fellow,  to  partake  with  me  in 
my  joys,  and  be  ftrengthen’d  and  confirm’d  to 
fpread  the  favour  of  his  name  with  me  in  our  fa¬ 
mily.  Never  were  my  defires  more  fervent  in 
prayer,  nor  my  confidence  in  his  favour  more 
ftrontr.  In  the  afternoon  arrived  at  B - 1 ;  was 

O 

kindly  invited  by  Mr.  S—  S -  to  his  houfe  ; 

fpent 
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fpent  the  evemng  in  religious  converfation  ;  had 
an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  freely  of  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  my  own  heart  in  my  converfion  to  a 
poor  cripple,  with  a  view  to  excite  him  to  enqu 
into  the  (late  of  his  foul.  Lodg’d  that  mg  t 

at  Mr.  S  - — s. 

24 tb.  About  three  o’clock  awoke,  my  krott 
being  gracioufly  prefent  with  me;  I  arofe  to 
prayer,  and  my  foul  did  cleave  to  him  with  all 
its  powers.  I  efteem’d  not  only  all  that  I  pof- 
feffed,  but  my  very  life,  as  not  to  be  accounted 
of  in  affection  when  compar’d  with  the  intereft 
or  honour  of  his  name.  ,  I  panted  for  higher 
degrees  of  heavenly  wifdom  and  fanctification  of 
heart  to  fpread  the  favour  of  his  grace  ;  my  heart 
was  enlarged,  for  divine  goodnefs  poffefs’d  all  its 
powers,  and  I  long’d  for  the  accomplishment 
of  my  work  on  earth  to  finifli  my  courfe,  that 
I  might  obtain  the  end  of  my  faith,  the  glory 
of  my  longing  panting  foul,  my  dearelt  Jefus- 
My  dear  bofom  partner  lay  near  my  heart,  and 
with  ftrong  fervour  of  foul  I  befought  the  Lord  to 
manifeft  his  glory  in  her  heart,  and  fill  her  with 
the  joys  of  his  acceptance  and  love.  My  poor 
Negroes  1  p'efented  as  ufual  to  the  Lord,  as  a 
part  of  my  charge  for  his  acceptance  and  blef- 
fing.  I  did  not  forget  his  poor  perfected  faints, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel.  1  lay  down  again 
and  flept  ;  awoke  at  day,  arofe  to  prayer  ; 
was  filled  with  the  fulnefs  of  my  God  ;  the  m- 
tereds  of  Z itn  lay  near  my  heart,  and  the  prof¬ 
it  3.  ’  PeritJ 
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perity  of  her  children  ;  I  prefented  the  cafe  of 
my  bofom-partner  again  to  the  Lord,  and  he 
gave  me  an  anfwer  of  acceptance  ;  my  negroes  alfo 
I  again  recommended  to  his  belling.  My  foul 
never  more  delighted  in  him,  nor  long’d  more 
to  quit  this  earthly  tabernacle,  to  be  fixed  with 
him  in  the  perfection  of  bolinefs. 

December  \ft.  At  Col.  before  day,  awoke 

and  rofe  to  prayer  ;  lay  down  again  $  fpoke  to 
my  bofom-partner  of  the  common  falvation  ;  the 
Lord  filled  me  then  with  his  prefence,  and  aflifted 
me  in  converfation.  Truly  he  is  gracious,  and 
his  mercy  is  ever  towards  thofe  that  fear  him, 
and  delight  themfelves  in  his  favour  and  the  light 
of  his  precepts. 

3 d.  Lord’s  Day,  Mr.  J —  A—  preached ;  my 
heart  was  lifted  up  to  God  to  grant  him  afliftance 
and  a  blefiing  on  his  infirudion  ;  and  the  Lord 
jefrefhed  my  foul  with  his  gracious  prefence. 

4 th.  Arofe  before  day  to  prayer,  and  the  Lord 
lifited  me  with  the  foul-ravifhing  joys  of  his  fa¬ 
vour.  Blefs  his  holy  name,  O  my  foul  ;  let  his 
goodnefs  and  mercy  ever  engage  thy  love  and 
obedience.  O  fhew  forth  a  favour  of  his  moft 
worthy  name,  and  difpky  the  glories  of  his 
grace  all  around  thee  ! 

1 7 th.  Lord’s  Day,  God  gracioufiy  vifited  my 
foul  in  the  morning  at  home,  and  in  his  fan&uary  . 
my  foul  greatly  delighted  in  him,  his  prefence 
overflow’d  all  my  powers,  and  my  heart  breath’d 
forth  thankfulnefs  and  prailes  to  him.  But  un- 

ftable 
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flable  as  water  is  my  treacherous  heart ;  for  fer- 
mon  being  ended,  I  faw  a  certain  gentleman  come* 
and  went  to  compliment  him  j  worldly  conver- 
fation  prefently  enfued  and  filled  up  the  inter* 
val  betwixt  fermons  ;  I  was  (hock  d  foon  after* 
upon  reflection,  at  fo  prefumptuous  a  violation  of 
both  law  and  grace  ;  my  God  juftly  offended 
departed  from  me,  and  my  foul  was  filled  with 

bitter  remorfe.  O  curfed  folly  to  ftoop  to  a  crea¬ 
ture,  and  abufe  the  folly  of  my  Creator  !  The  joy 
and  glory  of  my  life  negle&ed,  and  his  laws  vio¬ 
lated  thro’  a  fordid  fear  of  man.  Great  God,  let 
thy  pardoning  mercy  cover  this  my  prefumptuous 
iin,  and  fo  imprefs  a  fenfe  of  it  on  my  beait, 
that  I  may  with  my  lateft  breath  review  it  with 
fhame  !  Surely  thy  mercy  is  infinite,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  am  not  confumed. 

24//;.  Lord’s  Day,  the  Lord  vlfited  my  foul  in 

his  fanCtuary.  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles* 
O  Loidof  hofts,  when  dignify yd  with  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  thy  glory,  and  thy  fpirit  diffufes  its  odours 
thro’  the  hearts  of  thy  people.  How  precious 
unto  me  is  the  glory  of  my  heart,  my  God  :  my 
fong  (hall  ever  be  of  thy  goodnefs,  for  thy  mercy 

endureth  for  ever.  This  day  my  brother  I - -'s 

infant  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  IV  H  ;  my 
foul  was  importunate  with  my  God,  that  he 
would  receive  it  as  his,  and  feal  it  with  the  bap- 
tifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  and  he  gracioufly  fill'd 
nw  heart  with  joy,  in  believing  that  his  bleffing 

will  reft  upon  the  child;  glory  to  Goi  in  ths 

bigheftjt 
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higheft  for  the  privileges  of  his  grace  in  Chrifl 
Jefus. 

1 753>  Jan.  4fb.  I  fpreaa  my  outward  difficul¬ 
ties  before  the  Lord,  and  committed  to  him  the 
diftrefles  of  my  foul,  pleading  his  power  to  help  ; 
1  confess’d  my  folly,  and  he  humbled  my  heart  before 
him,  and  fill’d  it  with  a  confidence  of  his  favour  and 
bieffing.  O  my  deareft  God,  what  friend  is  like 
thee,  or  what  fuccour  like  thine  ?  O  help  me  to  tell 
the  world  thy  love,  and  to  difFufe  a  favour  of  thy 
gcodnefs  to  the  furviving  generation  !  Let  me  no 
more  doubt  of  thy  fatherly  care  of  me;  make  me 
flrong  in  faith  to  reft  on  thy  faithfulnefs,  and  to  fee 
my  felicity  compleatly  fecur’d  in  thine  all-fuffici- 
ency.  To  thy  name  I  will  give  glory  and  praife 
for  ever,  Amen. 

7 th.  Lord's  Day.  The  Lord  ftrengthen’d  me  for 
the  duties  of  the  fabbath  in  my  family,  and  gra- 
cioufly  manifefted  his  acceptance  of  my  Lcrifice,. 
by  filling  my  heart  with  a  delightful  fenfe  of  his 
favour.  They  that  wait  on  the  Lord  (hall  renew 
their  ftrength  ;  he  is  near  to  all  that  feek  him  in 
fincerity,  his  mercy  to  them  that  fear  him  en- 
dureth  for  ever.. 

*  Nor  children’s  children  e’er  {hall  find 

* 

*  A  God  unfaithful  or  unkind.  JVatts* 

2th.  I  read  Mrs.  Row/ s  devout  exercifes  of  the 
heart ;  and  blefted  be  God  who  has  put  them 
into  my  hand,  and  by  them  often  refrefhed  my 
heart,  and  qyuckned  my  drowfy  fpirit  to  wait  up. 

on 
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on  him  with  fteadfaftnefs  and  delight,,  and  for 
ever  bleffed  be  his  name  for  fuch  inftances  of  his 
grace,  fuch  infinite  difeoveries  of  his  love  to  poor 
finful  mortals ;  herein  we  may  fee  fomething 
his  great  condefcention  to  believing  fouls,  and  of 
the  heights  that  are  attainable  in  this  life,  thro 
our  union  with  Jefus  Chriii;  he  makes  us  (thro 
faith)  to  fee  and  feel  that  we  are  indeed  one  with 
him,  and  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  being  partakeis 
with  him  in  his  glory.  O  bleffed  myftery  of  the 
divine  union,  God  manifefted  in  the  flefli,  in  the 
likenefs  of  finful  flefh.  Be  aftonifh’d  at  this,  my 
foul  !  and  even  loft  in  the  wonders  of  divine  love. 
O  heights  and  depths  unfearchable  and  full  of 
glory  !  praife  him,  praife  him,  O  my  foul,  extoll 
his  name,  for  his  wifdom  is  unfearchable,  and 
his  mercy  and  truth  endure  for  ever  and  ever. 

March  II th.  My  foul  has  been  under  trials 

and  difquietude  for  a  long  time,  and  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  withdrawn  ;  this  morning  the  Lord 
return’d  and  refrefli’d  my  drooping  Spirit.  Bleffed 
be  his  holy  name,  who  has  not  utterly  forfaken 
me:  furely  his  compaffion  is  infinite,  and  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever  ! 

18 th.  This  morning  on  my  bed  the  Lord  vifit- 
ed  my  foul.  Bleffed  be  God  who  prepareth  my 
heart  to  keep  holy  his  fabbatn,  and  to  worfhip 
in  his  fan&uary  ;  there  he  refrefti'd  my  foul,  and 
ftrengthen’d  my  heart  to  reft  fatisfied  on  his  fal- 
vation.  Surely  he  exalteth  the  lowly,  and  fatif- 
fieth  the  hungry  foul.  My  foul  (hall  ever  reft  on 

him* 


him,  and  give  thanks  unto  his  name  j  for  he  is  all 
my  hope  and  all  my  falvation,  and  he  hath  a/Tured 
my  foul  of  his  favour,  thefore  my  tongue  {hall 
_mg  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and  my  heart  ftall  re- 
joice  and  triumph  in  the  ftrength  of  his  arm,  and 
111  the  greatnefs  of  his  falvation. 

yfprd  i8rA.  Mr.  H.  preach’d  on  Solomon’s  Song 

ver^e  +•  anci  O  the  love  of  my  Redeemer 
i  nil  my  heart  1  he  blew  upon  my  garden 
and  caufed  the  fpices  thereof  to  flow  out.  O  love! 
?Ve  _  wIlo  can  declare  thy  power,  or  defcribe 
the  fragrance  of  thy  perfume  !  Thou  filleft  every 
cavity  of  my  heart,  and  dofl  fecretly  captivate 
every  power  and  faculty  of  my  foul  to  thee  the 
quint, fTence,  the  pension  of  love  ,  and  glory. 
O  when  fhall  I  come  and  be  fatisfied  with  thine 
embraces,  my  Jefus  ?  When  fhall  I  plunge  my  ft  If 
in  that  ocean  of  delightful  blifs,  the  ftreams  where¬ 
of  make  glad  the  city  of  our  God  ?  My  dear 
vord  Jefus,  affift  me  to  fulfil  my  courfe,  to  glorify 
t  iee  on  earth  ;  and  haften,  dear  Lord,  the  day 

°f  my  landing  before  thee  to  behold  thy 
glory  without  a  veil  between.  O  come,  Lord 
Jelus,  come  quickly  1  Amen. 

19tf>‘  f-ord’s  Day,  awoke  in  the  morning  with 
thofe  words,  Solomon’s  Song  v.  5.  I  thought  it 

was  the  voice  of  my  belov’d.  And  mufing  on  the 
words,  was  qurckned  to  arile  to  him,  by  the  flothful 
faying  of  t,ic  ipoufe,  ‘  I  have  put  off  my  coat, 
how  fhad  I  put  it  on  ?  ’  I  arofe  and  gave  thanks 
to  his  name,  and  begg’d  he  wou’d  prepare  my 

heart 
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heart  for  the  fervices  of  the  day,  and  efpecially 
to  meet  him  at  his  holy  table.  And  my  prayer 
being  ended  at  the  dawning  of  the  day,  I  lay 
down  again,  had  a  refrefliing  fleep,  and  awoke 
with  my  Lord  prefent;  he  fill’d  me  with  a  fenfe 
of  my  vilenefs  and  the  freenefs  of  his  grace,  till 
with  holy  aftonifhment  I  cry’d  out,  Why  me. 
Lord  !  why  me  ?  Why  was  I  made  to  know  the 
power  of  thy  love,  and  the  freenefs  of  thy  grace  ? 
O  my  God,  doft  thou  in  very  deed  dwell  with 
man  !  Thou  art  the  king  of  glory,  O  Chrift  ; 
thou  art  the  glory  of  thy  Father,  and  the  exprcfs 
image  of  his  perfon.  And  didft  thou  veil  thy 
Godhead  in  our  flefh  to  redeem  us  to  thy  fell  ? 
And  doft  thou  veil  thy  felf  in  my  filthy  falfe  heart, 
to  draw  me  to  thee,  to  poftefs  the  heights  and 
depths,  and  breadth  and  length  of  thy  love  !  O 
my  Jefus,  my  fweet  Jefus,  how  fhall  I  manifeft 
thy  love,  or  the  glory  of  thy  falvation  ?  O  how 
fhall  I  fhew  forth  that  gratitude  that  is  due  from 
me  unto  thee  ?  How  fhall  I  magni-y  thy  worthy 
name,  and  extol  the  glories  of  thy  falvation.  O 
my  Jefus,  thou  life  of  my  foul,  and  foul  of  my 
joys,  do  thou  flay  all  thine  enemies  within  me^ 
and  fandlify  my  heart,  and  make  it  upright  be„ 
fore  thee,  that  the  fragrance  of  thy  grace  may 
flow  forth,  and  the  glory  thereof  appear  in  my 
life  and  converfation  !  O  give  me  a  triumphant 
faith,  and  wifdom,  and  grace,  to  infpire  my  foul 
with  nob  le  views  and  refolutions,  worthy  of  a 
follower  of  thee,  that  fo  I  may  trample  the  world 
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and  its  vanities  under  my  feet,  and  not  {loop  to 
mean  things  ;  that  I  may  hate  every  appearance  of 
folly,  and  ever  purfue  the  things  that  are  excellent 
and  lovely  in  thine  eyes:  that  I  may  recommend 
the  fweetnefs  of  thy  word  and  fpirit  unto  all  men, 
and  glorify  thy  moft  holy  name,  my  lovely  Redeem¬ 
er.  To  thee  with  thy  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghod, 
one  God,  my  God,  be  glory,  and  dominion,  and 
bleding,  and  praifes  ever  lading,  Amen,  and  Amen. 

My  dear  Almighty,  and  my  friend. 

Where  can  fuch  fweetnefs  be, 

As  I  have  taded  in  thy  love, 

As  I  have  found  in  thee  ? 

May ,  13 th.  Lord's  Day  ;  a  day  worthy  of  ever- 
lading  remembrance,  a  glorious  fabbath  to  my 
foul  ;  and  bleded  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  whoj 
for  many  fabbaths  pad,  has  always  vifited  and 
refrefh’d  my  foul  on  the  mornings  of  his  holydays. 
Surely  the  Lord  delights  to  honour  the  confecrated 
day  of  his  red  ;  and,  O  that  I  cou’d,  as  I  ought, 
honour  him  on  his  holy  days ;  O  that  I  cou’d  fhew 
forth  -a  favour  of  his  worthy  name  to  all  about 
me;  for  he  is  good,  infinitely  good,  and  his  tender 
mercies  are  ever  to  thofethat  fearhim,  and  red  only 
on  his  falvation.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever  :  He  has  edablifh’d 
with  thee  his  covenant,  and  in  faithfulnefs  doth 
he  draw  thee,  for  his  own  name’s  fake.  He  hath 
given  thee  the  blefling  of  Abraham  his  cholen,  and 
the  fure  mercies  of  David  his  fervant,  and  put 

4  a 
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s.  new  fong  in  thy  mouth,  even  falvation  to  tny 
God  and  to  his  Chrift  for  ever  and  ever. 

z ctJj»  Sabbath  morning,  awoke  greatly  per~ 
plexed  in  my  mind  with  worldly  difquietudes;  I 
loath’d  my  felf  before  the  Lord,  and  fought  his 
relief  with  my  whole  heart ;  I  cry’d  unto  him  for 
deliverance  from  the  burdens  of  my  mind,  and 
to  be  compos’d  for  the  duties  of  thefabbath,  that 
he  might  be  glorified  in  my  houfe,  and  the 
Lord  heard,  and  gracioully  reliev’d  my  Spirit, 

and  fill’d  it  with  the  endearing  glories  of  his  grace* 
O  why  me,  Lord !  why  me  ?  A  polluted  worm, 
unholy  and  unfit  to  look  towards  thy  feat  ;  but 
praifes  unto  thee  my  God  and  my  glory,  that, 
thro’  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  the  blood  of  the 
covenant,  thou  had  purified  my  foul,  purged  away 
its  pollution,  and  drawn  it  with  the  cords  of 
love  ;  and  Defied,  for  ever  Defied,  be  the  Lamb 
of  God  that  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  world. 
Thou,  O  Lord,  art  become  my  falvation,  and 
my  foul  cleaveth  to  thee,  and  my  tongue  fhal! 
fing  aloud  of  thy  righteoufnefs,  and  glory  in  thy 
falvation.  O  keep  me  in  thy  perfedl  way  for 
thine  own  name’s  fake,  and  (Lengthen  my  feeble 
hands  for  the  fervices  of  my  day,  that  my  life  may 
declare  thy  praifes.  Amen. 

27 th.  Lord’s  Day  morning;  being  anxious  to 
cleave  to  the  Lord  in  my  affiedlions,  and  to  keep 
his  fabbath  with  a  perfedt  heart,  I  arofe  early  in 
the  twilight,  and  went  out  to  private  prayer  in 
my  garden,  and  there  my  God  gracioully  met  me, 
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and  fill'd  my  foul  with  his  prefence.  O  glorious 
intercourfe  !  my  foul  refted  on  him,  and  breath’d 
forth  its  defires  into  his  bofom  ;  and,  whilft  I 
loathed  my  felf  for  my  own  vilenefs,  he  was 
mod:  precious  unto  my  foul,  and  I  faw  my  felf 
blefied  in  his  bleflcdnefs.  Surely  his  goodnefs  and 
mercy  fhall  follow  me  all  my  days,  and  I  fhall 
abide  under  the  fhadow  of  the  Almighty  ;  I  fhall 
be  fatisfied  with  his  fullnefs,  and  delight  my  foul 
with  his  loving-kindnefs  for  ever  and  ever.  I 
was  ^lengthen’d  to  wreftle  with  the  Almighty  in 
prayer  for  Rev.  G  —  IV —  and  JV — H —  and 
our  church  and  little  fociety,  and  the  intereft  of 
Zion  in  general.  Surely  the  Lord  fill’d  my  heart 
with  fervour,  and  my  mouth  with  arguments, 
that  his  name  might  he  glorified  on  earth,  and  his 
faving  health  migh  be  difplay’d  among  all  nations  ! 

'June  3 d.  Sabbath  morning,  at - ,  went  to 

my  daughter’s  grave,  to  view  it  once  more,  and 
dropt  a  tear  over  the  dud  that  once  lov’d  me, 
and  was  lovely  to  my  heart.  O  my  child  !  my 
child!  thou  art  engraven  upon  rny  heart;  how 
fhall  I  forget  thee  whofe  filial  love  did  fo  often 
refrefh  my  fpirit  ?  But,  O  i  thy  death  cuts  my 
foul,  becaufe  of  thy  importunity  to  fee  me  and  I 
knew  it  not ;  but  what  fhall  1  fay,  was  not  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  in  this  ?  I  will  be  filent,  left  I 
be  found  to  fret  againft  him.  I  turned  away  from 
thence  to  pour  out  my  foul  before  him,  and  to 
feek  mace  to  keep  his  fab’oath,  and  fpend  my  life 
confluent  to  his  holy  will  ;  and  the  Lord  heard 

my 
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my  cry,  and  comforted  my  heart  with  the  ravifh-* 
ing  delights  of  his  favour.  O  joy  unfpeakabie 
and  full  of  glory  !  Surely  thou  art  love,  and  the 
joys  of  pleafant  children  are  not  to  be  named  as 
delights,  when  fet  in  the  ballance  with  thy  felf,  or 
even  the  tafles  of  thy  favour.  O  love,  love  ! 
when  (hall  I  appear  with  thee,  and  be  filled  with 
the  pleafures  of  thy  prefence,  that  I  may  no  more 
fin  nor  lofe  the  blifsful  joy.  Went  to  meeting  ; 
heard  the  Rev.  Mr.  B — —  ;  his  difeourfes  were 
found  and  favory ;  but  cou’d  rot  approve  the 
cufiom  of  not  giving  out  the  pfalm  line  by  line, 
as  the  illiterate  part  of  the  audience,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  poor  negroes,  could  not  join  in  that  noble 
part  of  divine  worfhip.  ‘  Let  all  things  be  done 
*  to  edification.’  1  obferved  the  profanation  of  the 
fabbath,  in  the  too  general  convention  of  the 
people  about  trifles  and  'worldly  bufinefs,  before 
and  between  fermons.  A  fure  iign,  that  the  Jove 
of  God  and  his  law  do  not  properly  influence  the 
heart.  Great  God,  keep  my  heart,  efpecially  on 
thy  folemn  days,  and  in  my  folemn  approaches 
to  thee,  and  fuffer  me  not  to  prefume  to  violate 
thy  laws,  or  mock  thee  with  unholy  facrifices. 
O  pity  and  forgive  this  people,  and  turn  their 
hearts  to  reverence  thy  great  name !  Amen. 

i ah.  Sabbath  morning;  I  arofe  and  went  out 
to  meditate  and  pray,  and  my  good  God  revealed  his 
goodnefs  in  my  foul.  O  the  delight,  the  heavenly 
tranfport,  exceeds  all  expreffion  !  my  foul  was  even 
fwallow’d  up  in  the  divine  enjoyment,  whilft  it 
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receiv'd  the  pledges  of  the  Redeemer’s  love,  and 
faw  the  condefcenfions  of  his  majefty  to  a  worm* 
3efs  then  nothing,  and  vanity  before  him.  O,  why 
sue  Lord  !,  why  me  ?  O  let  a  fenfe  of  this  love 
lay  me  at  thy  feet  for  ever  !  Let  me  ever  efteem 
it  the  glory  of  my  foul  to  celebrate  thy  praife, 
and  do  thy  will.  Q  let  my  life  be  fpent  for  this 
worthy  end,  and  let  every  faculty  and  power  of 
my  foul  and  body  unite  and  harmonize  in  this 
noblefl  of  ends,  that  the  Creator,  Redeemer,  and 
Sandtificr,  may  receive  the  tribute  due.  O  my 
dear  God,  ipeak,  and  thy  divine  image  fhall  be 
transfus’d  thro’  my  foul,  and  all  my  powers  obey 
and  delight  in  thee.  This  day  I  was  call’d  to 
pray  and  read  fermons  in  the  congregation,  in  the 
able  race  of  our  minifter  ;  I  was  terrified  with  a 
fenfe  of  my  weaknefs  and  incapacity  for  the  work, 
(becaufe  of  fcoffers)  and  cry’d  unto  God  for 
iirength,  that  his  name  might  be  glorified  in  my 
ivcaknefs,  and  he  put  flrength  into  my  foul,  and 
words  into  my  mouth  in  prayer,  and  fiiPd  me  with 
a  joyful  fenfe  of  his  acceptance  of  my  poor  facri- 
fice.  Surely  ’tis  good  to  wait  upon  him  in  his 
fandtuary,  ’tis  good  to  exert  our  felves  for  the 
intereft  of  his  Zion;  ’tis  there  his  mercy  gently 
flows,  and  the  divine  fireams  refrefh  our  hearts ;  we 
drink  of  the  fountain  of  life,  and  rejoice  and  tri¬ 
umph  in  the  falvation  of  our  God.  Who  fhall 
not  praife  thee,  thou  king  of  faints?  Who,  that 
taftes  thy  love,  fhall  not  glory  in  thy  falvation  ? 
O  deareii  Lord  God,  diftufe  a  favour  of  thy  name 
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iliro  tlic  world,  that  all  the  nations  may  love 
and  blefs  thee.  O  fill  thy  churches  with  thy  glory, 
and  make  thy  people  joyful  in  thine  houfes  of 
prayer.  O  defcend  to  us,  let  us  behold  thy  good® 
ntfs  in  thy  fandtuary,  and  fear,  and  love,  and 
praife  thee  for  ever  and  ever  !  O  blefs  thy  mi- 
nifters,  fill  them  with  thy  fulnefs.  Blefs  thy  fervant 
placed  over  us,  and  return  him  to  us  anointed  with 
frefh  oyl,  and  filled  more  abundantly  with  wifdom, 
zeal,  and  love,  that  thy  people  may  be  edified,  and 
dinners,  a  numerous  train,  may  be  turned  thro’  thy 
b'efiing  unto  thee  !  Amen,  dear  Lord  Jefus,  fay 
Amen.  * 


l?*b  and  Il\th  of  June->  i'n  the  mornimr  ex- 
ercifes  o;  meditation  and  prayer  in  private,,  the 
Lord  vifited  and  comforted  me  greatly  ;  and  the 
reading  Mrs.  Ws  devout  exercifes  was  great,; 

C  S  d  \°  ™e’  as  a  means  of  raifing  my  affeai® 
cns  to  the  Lord.  The  fweet  intercourfe  greatly 

ravilhed  and  delighted  my  foul.  O  unworthy  me  J 

vde  me !  But  the  mercy  of  my  God  fuperabounds. 
and  his  companion  is  infinite.  Tho’  I  am  falfe,  ye, 
he  abideth  taithful,  and  will  not  caft  me  off,  'fa, 
h:s  own  name’s  fake;  he  fhews  me  that  my  Re. 

_eemer  hveth,  that  I  have  an  advocate  with  the 
Father,  and  that  becaufe  he  lives,  1  fta) ].  ,ivc 

°  and  *«•».  and  bleffing. 

f  pra,fesrb«  afcnbd  unto  his  mod  worthy  name! 
from  my  foul  for  ever  !  O  ye  angels  of  his  tha| 

excel  in  flrength,  affift  my  foul  to  prafie  him  !  C 

magnify  him  for  his  wonders  of  love  to  my  foul 
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1  fought  the  eternal  God,  and  he  has  not  e;e- 
pofed  my  hope  to  fhame.’  I  will  truj.;  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  for  he  will  furely  pluck  my 
feet  out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  deliver  me  from 
all  my  fears and  my  foul  fhail  praife  him  in 
life,  and  devote  all  its  powers  and  interefl  to 
the  honour  of  his  holy  name  for  ever,  Amen* 
24/A.  Lord’s  Day,  the  Rev.  Mr.  F .  P.  pieach  d 
in  the  meeting  :  it  was  a  day  of  bleffing  to  many  . 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  his  fandluary 
to  many,  and  my  foul  was  filled  with  the  good* 
nefs  and  glory  of  the  Lord.  Having  obtain  d 
mercy  to  draw  near  to  him,  the  words  of  Ahafueriu 
to  Ejth  r,  gave  me  encouragement;  What  is  thy 
■petition  ?  C rV.  and  I  faid,  If  I  have  found  grace  in 
thy  fight,  give  me,  my  Lord,  a  wife  and  under¬ 
standing  heart  to  govern  my  boufe  in  thy  fear  j 
give  me  grace  to  ferve  thee  acceptably  ail  my  da^  s  5 
give  me  holinefs  and  integrity  of  heart,  fanctify 
my  affeftions,  make  me  pel-fed,  and  blefsme  with 

the  continual  light  of  thy  favour  ,  8ivu  me  f‘-vol-r 
for  my  fervants,  O  fandiify  them  tnro’  thy  truth, 

and  I  am  bled.  I  afk  not  the  riches  of  the  woild, 
ore.at  God,  but  the  rich  graces  of  thy  Spirit  for  me 
and  all  mine;  that  we  may  truly  love  thee,  an  ' 
render  that  glory  to  thy  name  which  is  thy  due ; 
that  we  may  fpread  the  glory  of  thy  mum,  a 
around  us.  Then  did  I  fully  and  absolutely  de¬ 
vote  my  felf  to  him,  to  be  his  for  ever,  the 
holy  angels  being  witneffes  of  the  furrender : 
made  no  covenant  for  the  world. 


9 

7 


[  ns  J 

July  2d.  Dear  Capt.  D~  B-  vifited  me  . 
we  had  Tweet  fellowlbip  in  converting  on  divine 

thl"!T  Rode  with  him  part  of  the  way  in  his 
journey ;  unbofom’d  our  minds  to  each  other  ; 
told  him  feme  particular  intercourfes  of  Got. 
with  my  foul,  and  acquainted  him  with  my  out¬ 
ward  burdens  and  fupport.  He  told  me,  e 

Uev’d  God  w oil’d  ftrip  me  to  death  me  better. 
Deareh  Lord  God,  ever  give  me  an  mtereft  m 
the  affedions  and  prayers  of  thy  Lints  ^ 

my  Jefus,  ten  thoufand  times  rather  let  m,  mar. 
in  thy  love,  and  interceflion  with  thy  Father.  O 
let  Jv  worthlefs  wretched  foul  find  a  place  m 

hy  heart,  an  »  %  »  "  f  “■  \ "J 

foil  can  find  no  reft  fo.  the  foie  of  her  foot, 

but  in  thee,  my  life,  my  ftrengtb,  my  God,  my 
gt0ry;  and  deareft  Redeemer,  let  theaffetiionate 
f  aueft  of  thy  faints  for  me  be  rewarded  with  the 

llldan.  ip  of  thy  ,„»e  !  O  pity  %  P«- 
pecuted  faints  efpecially.  Let  the  nght  arm  or 
thy  power  engage  for  them.  O  &ve,  proted  com¬ 
fort  and  ftrengthen  them  1  O  gather  in  thy  . 
nerfed  fheep,  feed  them  in  green  paftures,  and 
make  them  fat  and  flourifhing,  and  joyful  in  thee  ! 
O  make  thy  faints  to  flourifn  on  earth  and  con¬ 
found  the  devices  of  the  wicked  for  ever 

6tk  Went  out  to  morning  prayer;  read  Mrs. 

Rowe  "on  gratitude  for  converfion ;  my  foul  was 
with  thankfulnefs  for  its  falvation,  and  ail 
*Y  powers  were  engaged  in  adoring 
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Jenovah,  ail  the  facred  Three,  one  God,  for  their 
va.ious  o  -  ces  of  love  in  the  great  work  of  my 
empt.on  and  falvation.  O  glorious  harmony 

,  •  ”le :  tni,y  God  ls  !ove.  perfeft  love,  this  is 
h,s  darlmg  attribute;  he  delights  t0  be  known  h 

Z  re  °f  the,  UrdG^  gracious  and  merciful, 

i  j  /T ’/  kindnefi,  Shewing  Ley 

to  th-ufar.ds  0f  th  that  kve  h.m,  ^ 

,  lnlflU!Ucs  »f  hn  people.  >Tis  he,  my  (0J 
that  forgive, h  all  thy  iniquities,  healeth  all  thy  dif- 
ea.es,  ana  crowned,  thee  with  loving-kindnefs  and 

ZZT2  .  ?f°U!  fllaI1  make^rboaftr„ 
h  ldtn  of  J6  3  loving-kind. tefs  to  the 

,  ,  of  men  »  ‘he  righteous  foall  hear  and 

he  glad,  and  finners  foal!  confider  and  fear  and 

fal'Uioo.  O 

name  for  ever  and  ever.  ^  ^  Jis  10  7* 

OTl>’  ”>?  Jefcs  de„i„g 

,  'i  i  ’  "'tm  1°  "Wime  a„d  p„,  r°„d 

JV,rs-  on  the  eviden-'e?  nf  r  “U 

r-  i  ,  ,  cv  men  ces  of  iincere  love  of 

Gou;  her  language  and  evidences  exaflly  agreed 
vvuh  the  language  and  evidences  of  my  own  fouT 

my  God  was  prectous.  indeed,  and  my  time  wac  ’ 
nne  of  love  ;  my  fou!  refted  Q 

f’  ltS.j°y’.  ,tS  rdl’its  glory,  and  its  all  fo  J 
us  portion  m  time,  and  to  eternitv  A  .  ,  ’ 

fed  be  the  rock  of  my  iWth  and  the^’  ^ 

my  .falvation  y  for  what  Hull  L*,ackj  fij^ave 

ixnmea-*- 
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immenfity  before  me  5  or  of  what  fhall  I  be  afraid* 
having  infinite  wifdom,  and  omnipotent  power 
engaged  forme  ?  Can  God  want  means  to  (ecurc, 
or  ftrength  to  protedf  and  fave  me  ?  Or  can  hv, 
that  has  drawn  me  out  of  darknefs  and  tno 
bondage  of  Satan,  and  replenifh’d  my  mut  Vk  lt'i 
the  light  of  his  favour  and  the  privileges  of  hij 
children,  that  has  wafhed  me  in  his  blood,  air 
purified  my  heart  from  dead  works,  by  his  fp u i t , 
can  he  that  has  created  this  vehement  define  fci  the 
enjoyment  of  him,  and  ca.ufed  me  to  reft  as  it 
were  in  his  bofom,  and  feaft  on  his  hidden  tweet  * 
nefs,  or  fliall  he  that  is  perfect  in  love  and  truth* 
who  keepeth  covenant  to  a  thoufand  generations, 
fhall  he  fo  get  and  forfake  me  ?  why  then  did  he 
remember  me  when  I  lay  in  my  blood,  rirn.er 
the  bondage  of  Satan  ?  Surely  he  that  hath  vifited 
and  drawn  thee,  and  manifefted  his  glory  in  tnee, 
and  the  joys  of  his  falvation,  will  never  leave 
thee  nor  forfake  thee  ?  No,  furely  he  will  not 
alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  his  moutn, 
nor  fu fifer  his  faithfulnefs  to  fail.  O  that  my 
life  could  be  a  continual  facrifice  of  love  to  the 
Lord  f  O  that  I  cculd  diffufe  a  favour  of  his  name 
into  the  hearts  of  all  that  come  near  me ;  that  I 
might  fhew  that  he  is  a  God  juft,  wife,  and  true* 
holy  and  gracious. 

bth.  Went  out  to  fecret  prayer;  read  Mrs* 
Rowes  devout  rapture ;  it  was  bleft  to  my  foul: 
blefled  be  my  God  that  condefcended  to  fatisfy  my 

thirfty  fpirit  with  a  glorious  fenfation  o r  his  good* 

nefs. 
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G  when,  dear  Lord,  fhall  the  holy  ardour 
he  perpetual,  fo  as  never  to  fuffer  an  intermiffion  ? 
O  pity  and  pardon  the  imperfections  and  failings 
of  the  foul  that  longs  to  have  no  will  but  thine0.! 
O  perfect  thine  image  in  me,  O  Jet  me  glorify 
tl^e  in  life,  and  let  thy  holy  will  be  done  in  me. 
and  by  me!  Great  God,  fpeak  light  and  life  thro’ 
my  foul ;  thou  haft  created  it,  make  it  holy,  O  my 
God.  O  Lamp  thine  image  on  it,  that  thou 
mayft  delight  in  it,  and  glorify  it  with  thy  pre¬ 
fence.  This  day  I  devoted  my  fe If  once  more 
to  the  Lord  for  ever  ;  he  is  witnefs,  and  his 
angels  are  witnelTes  of  the  fulemn  tranfaaion. 

I  have  here  entred  it  as  a  memorial  to  my  foul  before 
the  Lord  :  I  covenant  not  for  worldly  wealth,  or 
^dghts  thereof,  but  for  union  and  fonfhip 
v>  itn  him,  to  be  infpired  with  wifdom  and  every 
neceffary  grace.  Order  my  life  ard  all  my  af- 
•  ‘■ns  in  it  confident  with  thy  will,  O  my  God,  that 
tnou.  be  glorified  in  my  foul  and  body, 

and  in  all  the  benefits  that  thou  fhalt  be  pleafed 
to  favour  me  with,  both  of  a  fpiritual  and  tempo* 
ral  nature.  What  more  fhall  I  fay,  deareft  Fa¬ 
ther  in  Clirift  ?  my  Lord,  pardon  the  impeifedion 
of  this  furrender,  and  accept  and  ratify  this  con¬ 
trail  thro  thy  firft-born  fon.  O  hear  me  for 
his  fake,  I  am  ever  thine  ! 

H.  B. 

i$tb.  Sabbath  morning  arefe  early;  anxious 
for  a  luitable  Jrame  of  mind  to  keep  the  day  holy  ; 

went 
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■went  out  to  fecret  prayer ;  read  Doflor  IVatU  ort 
Chi  lit  dwells  in  heaven,  but  vilits  on  earth. 

I-Ie  has  engrofs’d  my  warmeft  love. 

No  earthly  charms  my  foul  can  move  ; 

I  have  a  manfion  in  his  heart 

Nor  death,  nor  hell  can  make  us  part. 

1 

My  foul  afcended  in  love  and  thankfidnefs  ; 
my  eyes  ftrcarr/d  with  a  fenfe  of  my  unworthi- 
nefs,  and  the  Lord  was  precious  to  my  foul  in¬ 
deed  !  All  my  powers  were  overcome  with  his 
goodnefs  and  mercy;  my  foul  thir fled  for  per* 
fedion  in  holinefs,  and  (Length  to  do  the  will  of 
my  God  as  I  ought.  O  who  wou’d  not  ferve 
thee,  thou  king  of  faints  ?  who  wou’d  not 
delight  to  blefs  ihy  name,  thou  Lord  of  heaven  and 
glory  of  angels  ?  thou  art  the  (Length  of  my  heart, 
the  joy  of  my  foul,  my  God,  my  glory.  O  how 

(hall  I  magnify  thy  holy  name,  and  (hew  forth 
thy  praifes.  O  my  holy  Lord  God,  I  am  un¬ 
worthy  to  wait  at  thy  feet,  or  mention  thy  tre¬ 
mendous  name.  O  pardon  my  finfulnefs,  and  ac¬ 
cept  the  ardent  defires  that  thou  haft  breath'd 
into  my  foul,  and  behold  not  the  iniquities  of 
thy  fervant,  but  pardon  them  and  aftift  me  to 
cleave  to  thee  for  ever,  for  thou  only  art  the  life 
of  my  joy,  the  centre  of  my  foul.  O  what 
(hall  I  fay,  my  foul  longs  for  thee,  for  thee,  my 
God.  O  when  (hall  I  behold  thee  as  thou  art5 
and  be  filled  with  thy  fulnefs  for  ever ! 

2 id.  At  Mr.  J —  S —  fabbath  morning  5  the 

Lord 
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Lord  vifited  my  foul  with  the  refrefhments  of 
his  grace,  and  fill’d  it  with  thankfulnefs  and  joy  ; 
truly  he  is  found  of  all  that  feek  him  in  fince- 
rity,  and  delights  to  manifeft  his  love  to  the  foul 
that  thirds  for  his  prefence. 

27 th.  In  the  morning  before  day  at  home  on 
my  bed  awoke,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 
prefent  with  me.  O  blcfied  be  God,  who  is  be¬ 
come  my  God  in  covenant ;  furely  he  heard  my 
prayer,  and  has  given  me  the  defiles  of  my  foul. 
I  begg’d  of  him  wifdom  in  the  days  of  my  youth, 
and  in  old  age  he  hath  fatisfied  me  with  the 
knowledge  of  his  love,  with  a  certain  confidence 
of  his  favour.  He  hath  caufed  his  goodnefs  to 
pafs  before  me,  and  filled  all  my  foul  with  the 
joys  of  his  falvation  ;  he  hath  given  me  perfect 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghotf,  his  Son  is 
become  my  redeemer,  and  by  his  blood  of  a- 
tonement  hath  he  ranfomed  my  foul,  and  purchas’d 
for  me  pardon,  peace,  and  glory,  and  convey’d 
and  feal’d  them  by  the  Holy  Ghofb,  and  my  fe¬ 
licity  is  fecured  by  bis  veracity  for  ever.  Tho* 

I  change,  he  is  my  God  and  cannot  change  ;  blef- 
„  fed  and  for  ever  blelled  be  the  rock  of  my  ftrength  ; 
my  foul  Hi  all  glory  in  his  grace,  and  triumph 
in  the  conquefc  of  my  Redeemer  for  ever  and  ever. 

I  wi  1  fpeak  of  thy  goodnefs,  O  Lord,  and  declare 
thy  falvation  to  the  children  of  men.  I  awoke 
my  partner  to  tell  her  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord, 
and  to  excite  her  to  a  conftant  peifeve/ance  in 
in  feeking  his  favour. 

Auguji 
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Auoujl  5 th.  Mr.  S’ - preach'd  two  fermons  in 

our  meeting-houfe  with  much  life  and  power,  on 
Rom  v.  6.  Blefled,  for  ever  blefled  be  the  God 
of  our  falvation,  who  fends  his  fervants  to  vifit 
and  invite  us  to  his  love.  My  foul  did  magnify 
the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  and  a 
thankful  fenfe  of  his  great  love  did  overcome  all 
my  powers  ;  and  blefled  be  the  God  of  my  fal¬ 
vation  for  his  fabbath-morning-vifits,  fo  frequently 
repeated,  to  prepare  me  for  the  duties  of  the  day. 
My  deareft  God  in  C h r i ft  Jefus,  be  thou  ever 
prefent  with  me  but  efpecially  on  the  days  of 
thy  confecrated  red:. 

yib.  Awoke  early,  arofe  and  went  to  fecret 
prayer ;  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  me, 
and  fill’d  me  with  joys  of  his  favour.  Truly  God 
is  gooi  to  Ijratl'y  blefled  are  they,  O  Lord, 
whom  thou  choofeft  and  caufeft  to  approach  unto 
thee.  This  was  the  blefling  and  joy  of  all  the  patri¬ 
arch’s  and  prophets,  the  glory  of  thy  apoflles  and 
martyrs  $  this  is  the  felicity  of  faints  and  angels 
above  ;  and  this  is  my  blefling,  my  g’ory,  and 
the  chief  felicity  of  my  foul,  and  this  I  receive 
thro’  my  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  thro’  faith  in  his 
blood,  and  the  merits  of  his  rigbteoufnefs  and 
mediation  ;  and  here  only  is  the  ftrength  of  my 
hope,  my  joy,  the  bafis  of  my  falvation.  Awake 
my  tongue,  my  glory,  and  fing  aloud  of  his  right- 
eoufnefs  and  truth,  proclaim  abroad  the  glory  of 

his  love,  the  power  of  his  grace,  and  extol  the 
greatnefs  of  hfi  falvation. 
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A  teftimonial  to  the  excellent  charader 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Hutson  by  twa 
minifters  of  her  acquaintance, 

,  H E  perfon  that  is  tbs  fuhjcdt  of  the  following 
flosets,  fo  defervedly  bad  the  efec?n  of  the  large 
fphere  of  her  acquaintance ,  as  to  make  feme  little 
memoirs  of  her  exemplary  life  and  triumphant  end 
very  defrahle ,  which  would  have  appeared  foonery 
had  there  been  opportunity ,  from  the  prefs.  She  was 
one  of  fuch  fupemor  excellency ,  and  her  memory  is  fo 
dear  to  many ,  that  the  publication  of  the  following 
Jheets  needs  no  apology ,  nor  her  character  any  tefi- 
many  to  fupport  or  rccconimend  it,  wherever  fne  was 
known ,  But  as  7 tis  likely  this  little  piece  ?nay  reach 
beyond  the  limits  oj  her  particular  acquaintance ,  the 
jubfenbers  efteem  it  an  honour  and  pleafure  thus  pub¬ 
licity  to  oun  the  friendjhip  which  they  enjoyed  with 
this  excellent  woman ,  and  thereby  to  witnefs  that  the 
following  pages  contain  but  a  few  fmall  features  of 
the  amiable  original. 

The  comfortable  end  of  any  chrijhari  s  journey 
may  prove  an  encouragement  and  fpur  to  ihofe  that 
are  fill  running  the  jarne  race .  As  the  life  of  cur 
deceafed  friend  was  a  life  of  holinefs,  in  which y 
during  no  in  confd enable ,  but,  alafs  !  too  fort  a  fpace 
of  time,  floe  juflaind  the  character  of  a  fincere  chrij ~ 
t  an,  an  affettimate  wife,  a  tender  mothery  and 
con  icfc ending  mifrefs  in  a  very  uncommon  degree y 
we  hope  our  furviving  friends  will  be  animated  i% 
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their  chrifilan  courfe  by  her  Jhining  example ;  and 
the  more  fo,  as  they  cannot  but  fill  have  in  remim - 
trance  her  uncommon  qualification ,  and  turn  fit  re 
ligious  convention,  and  her  genuine  unaffected  non¬ 
conformity  to  this  world,  fince  jhe  had  tajled  feme- 

thing  higher .  .  ,  .  r 

To  give  her  character  is  neither  our  defign,  nor 

within  our  abilities,  unlefs  we  are  allowed  to  apply , 

Prov.  xxxi.  29.  Many  daughters  have  done  vir- 
tuoufly,  but  thou  excelled  them  all. 

j,  J.  Zublv,  late  minijler  of  the  gofpel  in 
South-Carolina,  now  in  Georgia. 

Charles -Town, "l  J-  Edmonds,  minijler  of  the 
Jan.  31  1759.  •*  Gofpel  in  Charles- 1  own. 
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Mrs.  Mary  Hutson. 

CSJANU  ARY  2d.  1756,  being  Friday  be.ore 
four  facramental  fabbath,  I  fet  the  day  ap  rt 

J  for  prayer,  meditation,  and  felf-examinat.on  - 

e ST': 

oh  !  come,  Lord  Jefus  !  come  qurckly.  Earth 

a  tirefome  place  without  thee  ;  thou  ar  y 

mv  peace,  my  joy,  my  all  m  all. 

%an.  Atb.  This  being  the  Lord  -day,  alter 

££■?  «  iSL  .oPP.if.  up  my  he.,.  » 

God  •  "and  think  I  could  fay  wilh  D„v,J,  my  heart 
was  fixed,  and  I  truft  I  was  truly  in  feme  mea- 
fure  in  the  fpirit  on  this  bleffed  night  never  to  be 
f  ntten  *  Oh  1  what  fweet  communion  with  God 

3 1  for  an  hour  1  believe,  and  how  freely  c»u^ 
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pour  out  my  complaints  to  him.  Oh !  amazing 
condefcention,  that  the  great  anti  eternal  God 
fliculd  humble  himfelr  fo  as  to  dwell  with  fuch 
poo.  creeping  worms  !  nay  more,  he  humbled 
himfelf  for  us  to  the  duft,  and  into  the  dull.  O 
may  I  never  forget  his  dying,  living  love  !  Help 
me  Lord,  to  watch  and  pray  this  day  that  I  en¬ 
ter  not  into  temptation  ! 

21/?.  Laft  night  I  was  enabled  to  pour  out  my 
foul  [weedy  in  prayer  to  my  dear  Redeemer 
and  again  i  this  morning  was  enabled  to  cart  my 

fe]f  at  his  feet>  an  humble  and  childlike 

confidence.  I  was  enabled  to  wreflle  hard  for 
frefli  fopplies  of  grace  How  did  I  long  and  pant 
alter  holme's,  whilft  fin  appeared  exceeding  finful 
indeed  to  me.  Iiow  were  the  defires  of  my  foul 
enlarged,  whilft  my  Lord  filled  me  with  peace 
and  joy  in  believing;  and  I  feemed  to  hate  feme 
kind  of  fellowfliip  with  the  bleffed  angels,  and 
longed  much  to  be  with  them,  and  my  dear  fellow 
fervants  that  are  gone  before  me.  And  again  this 
night  I  had  fvveet  enlargement  in  fecret  prayer. 

Why  me,  Lord,  why  me?  And  what  fhall  I  ren¬ 
der  unto  thee,  for  thefe  amazing  mercies  ! 

fan.  2d,  1757.  J  hope  I  have  begun  the  new  year 
with  my  God.  Yefterday  heard  afermon  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  time,  from  Eph.  v.  16.  Heard  another 
to  day  on  the  fame  fubjefl.  It  being  the  Lord’s- 
day,  may  I  be  enabled  to  catch  the  precious  mo¬ 
ments  as  they  fly,  and  improve  them  ali  for  my 
God.  May  lgcr,  and  itrive  to  keep  nearer  to  mv 

God 
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God  than  ever,  redeeming  the  time,  becaufe  the 
days  are  indeed  evil  both  as  to  fins  and  fufferings. 
Europe  all  in  a  flame  !  America  has  bled,  and  is 
threatned  with  further  defolation.  Methinks  I  fee 
my  Lord  beckoning,  as  it  were,  to  his  dear  chi  - 
dren  to  come  to  the  fecret  chambers  till  the  in 
dignation  be  over-pad.  Lord  help  me  in  !  Llef- 
fed  be  thy  name  I  have  been  much  (Lengthened 
and  comforted  in  fecret  prayer  of  late. 

7 th.  The  return  of  our  monthly  day  of  prayer 
and  humiliation,  appointed  and  obferved  by  feveral 
of  our  congregations,  in  which  we  have  been 
call’d  upon  by  our  miniders,  to  humble  ousfelves 
before  God,  for  our  own,  family,  provincial,  and 
national  fins.  I  pray  God  thefe  monthly  fads 
may  be  blefied  to  many  fouls,  my  own  in  particu¬ 
lar.  May  we  humble  ourfelves  under  his  mighty 
hand,  and  who  knows  but  he  may  repent,  and 
return,  and  leave  a  bleffing  behind  ?  I  am  con¬ 
fident  of  this,  that  he  will  be  an  hiding-place 
to  all  his  dear  people,  that  put  their  trud  in 

him. 

3</.  Being  facrament-week,  and  reading  Mr. 
/Mens  letters,  on  the  worth  of  holinefs  and  re¬ 
joicing  in  Chrid,  I  was  carried  out  much  in  earned 
defires  after  the  enjoyment  or  Chrid,  and  to  have 
holinefs  wrought  in  my  heart.  And  tho  but  a 
poor  weak  wretch,  I  was  enabled  to  plead  fe- 
cretly  and  earnedly  with  the  holy  one  of  Ifraeh 
that,  as  my  fan&ification  was  agreeable  to  his  will* 
for  Chrid’s  fake  he  would  damp  holinefs  on  my 
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foul.  Oh  !  that  I  may  abide  in  Chriff,  and  that 
his  bleffed  words  may  ever  abide  in  me  !  May  I 
meditate  in  them  day  and  night,  and  may  they  be 
fweeter  to  me  than  honey  or  the  honey-comb, 
more  precious  than  the  choicefl  gold,  and  then 
I  am  fure,  whatever  I  afk,  agreeable  to  his  will, 
it  fhall  be  done  unto  me.  John,  xv.  7. 

\th.  This  being  our  day  of  prayer,  and  like- 
wife  the  Friday  before  our  facrament,  I  rofe  a 
little  earlier  than  ordinary,  and  fo  got  more  time 
in  fecret,  and  I  truff  I  did  not  feek  the  Lord  in 
vain.  O  who  is  a  God  like  unto  our  God  ?  Abun¬ 
dant  in  goodnefs  and  mercy,  paffing  by  iniquity, 
tranfgreflion  and  fin,  and  forgiving  his  people, 
not  only  feventy  times  feven,  but  ten  thoufand 
times  ten  thoufand.  And  fhall  I  (till  offend  his 
holy  majefly  ?  When,  Lord  !  fhall  I  ceafe  from 
finning  againff  thee,  and  glorify  thee  perfectly  ? 
Hafcen  the  time,  O  my  God  !  Come  Lord  Jefus  I 
come  quickly.  The  fpirit  and  the  bride  fay 
come,  h c.  and  as  I  humbly  hope,  I  not  only 
hear,  but  thirff,  let  me  humbly  in  treat  thee 
once  more  to  come  quickly.  I  am  weary  of 
living  here,  in  this  dry  and  baren  land,  where  1 
do  nothing  but  fin  againfl  my  God.  O  !  give 
thy  poor  weak  child  new  ffrength,  and  frefh  fup- 
plies  of  grace,  that  I  may  run  with  patience  the 
race  fet  before  me  !  May  I  foon  fulfil  as  an 
hireling  my  day,  that  I  may  be  taken  home  to 

my  father’s  houfe,  where  my  Lord  is  long  gone 

before 
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before  to  prepare  a  place  for  me  !  When  wilt  thou 
come  and  take  me  to  thy  felf  to  behold  thy  glory  ? 

20 tb.  This  being  the  Lord’s-day,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  I  heard  an  excellent  expofition  of  the  14, 

15,  16,  17,  and  r8 tb  verfes  of  the  viii.  chapter 
of  Romans.  My  heart  was  glad  at  the  very  nam¬ 
ing  of  the  chapter.  And  how  did  it  grow  warm 
at  the  hearing  of  thofe  fweet  verfes  lead  !  and 
how  did  it  kindle  afrefh  again  and  again,  at  the 
opening  of  them  !  in  particular,  at  the  thoughts 
of  our  being  the  fons  and  daughters  of  God  ?  I 
could  not  help  crying  to  my  felf,  why  me  ?  Lord  ! 
why  me  ?  Such  a  wretch  as  I  am,  to  be  a  daughter 
of  God  !  I  was  alfo  particularly  affe&ed  with  the 
privilege  of  the  fpirit’s  witneffing  with  our  fpirits 
that  we  are  the  children  oi  God,  and  hope  that 
I  received  a  frefh  fealing  of  the  holy  fpirit,  for 
it  did  indeed  fweetly  witnefs  with  my  fpirit,  that 
I  was  a  child  of  God,  and  I  was  enabled  to 
cry  Abba  Father  !  And  when  the  preacher  fpoke 
upon  the  17th  verfe,  and  if  children  then  heirs,  &c. 
Oh  !  how  was  my  heart  at  once  melted  down  at 
the  fenfe  of  my  own  unworthinefs,  and  lifted  up 
in  admiring  the  amazing  condefcenfion  of  God 
to  fuch  poor  worms.  Great  is  thought  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  being  heir  to  a  temporal  crown,  but 
what  is  this  in  comparifon  with  being  an  heir  of  , 
God  !  and,  as  if  this  was  not  enough,  to  be  made 
joint-heirs  with  Chrift  !  Why,  my  heart,  art  thou 
not  quite  loft  in  wonder  and  furprize  at  fuch  con- 
defcention?  But  thus  runs  the  royal  charter—  if 
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fo  be  that  we  fuffer  with  him  that  we  may  be  alfo 
glorified  together  —  together  with  whom?  faints? 
ah  !  but  this  is  not  enough —  with  angels  ?  even 
this  is  not  enough  for  thofe  whom  the  king  of 
kings  delighteth  to  honour,;  but  they  mu  ft  needs 
be  glorified  together  with  Chrift.  But  flay,  there 
is  another  cordial,  that  my  Lord,  I  truft,  has  re- 
frefhed  and  {Lengthened  me  with  this  blefled  day, 
viz.  the  1 8th  verfe,  for  I  reckon  that  the  fuffer  ings 
of  this  prefent  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared 
with  that  ghry  that  J hall  be  revealed  in  us —  not  to 
us,  but  in  us—  O  fvveet  words!  the  faints  {hall 
enter  into  glory,  and  glory  into  them.  Then  frail 
they  be  ever  with  the  Lord,  and  he  will  give  them 
that  glory  that  the  father  gave  him.  Then  they 
{hall  be  admitted  to  the  beatific  vifion.  Then  the y 
{hall  fee  the  king  in  his  beauty  ;  in  all  the  glory 
which  his  father  hath  given  him,  for  this  is  the 
will  of  Chrift,  and  r h is  is  the  will  of  God,  that 
{hall  be  done  in  and  upon  all  his  children  at  the 
great  day.  And  have  I,  is  it  poflible  that  I  fhould 
have  this  hope  in  me  ?  Grant,  Lord,  for  Chrift’s 
fake,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  purify  my  felf  as 
thou  art  pure  !  Help  me  to  watch  and  pray  that 
I  may  not  enter  into  temptation  !  O  !  that  I  may 
be  enabled  from  hence  forward  to  walk  humbly 
with  my  God  ! 

2 2d,  I  awoke  this  morning,  between  two  and 
three  o’clock,  in  a  fweet  frame.  I  fung  fever al 
fweet  hymns  ’till  my  heart  was  in  heaven.  I  was 

enabled  to  pour  out  my  foul  in  prayer  to  the  Lord 
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in  holy  defires,  and  longing  to  be  difTolved  and  to 
be  with  Chrifi.  How  freely  could  I  have  left  this 
earthly  tabernacle,  and  all  my  creature-comforts 
that  moment,  to  have  joined  the  general  aflembly, 
and  church  of  the  firft-born,  the  innumerable 
company  of  angels,  and  fpirits  of  juft  men  made 
perfea.  My  foul  being  fprinkled  with  the  blood 
of  the  new  covenant,  how  did  I  long  to  be  with 
Jefus  the  mediator  of  it  ;  to  behold  the  king  in 
his  beauty  ;  to  fee  my  Lord  face  to  face,  and  to 
be  ever  with  him.  But  I  muft  come  back  and 
flay  my  father’s  time.  I  fuppofe  I  have  more  wo;k 
before  me  both  of  duty  and  fuffering.  And  O 
my  Lord,  if  thou  wilt  not  yet  take  me  out  of  the 
world,  I  pray  thee  keep  me  from  the  evil  of  it, 
and  be  my  guide  thro’  the  wildernefs.  1  his  God 
is  my  God  for  ever,  and  ever,  Pfalm  xlviti.  14. 
and  I  truft  he  will  be  my  guide  even  unto  death. 
Help  me  to  watch  and  pray  this  day,  that  I  may 

not  enter  into  temptation  1 

March  6th.  Being  Lord’s  day,  heard  an  ex¬ 
cellent  fermon  on  the  words.  If  ay  man  ferve  me 
let  him  follow  me,  &c.  John  xii.  26.  Blefied  be 
God,  my  heart  was  in  fonte  meafure  fix’d  ;  and 
unon  comparing  my  own  experience  with  the  duty 
of  fervants,  and  how  they  ought  to  follow  Chril>, 
was  enabled  to  conclude,  that  I  was  indeed  his 
fervant,  and  was  endeavouring  to  follow  him  in 
the  way,  tho’  1  fall  fhort  in  many  things,  and  am 
but  an  unworthy  fervant,  for  which  I  defire  to  he 

humbled.  And  yet,  unworthy  as  I  am,  my  good 

N  rn  after 
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matter  patted  by  all  my  innumerable  tranfgrettions 
and  fhort  comings,  and  enabled  me,  with  a 
lively  faith,  to  lay  hold  on  the  promifes,  and  take 
great  comfort  to  myfelf ;  efpecially  by  the  repeti¬ 
tion  of  thofe  words  in  a  powerful  manner,  Who  is 
cn  the  Lord’s  fide  ?  who  ?  I  could  fcarcely  forbear 
crying  out,  I  am  :  and  could  not  help  often  re¬ 
peating  to  myfelf  thofe  Words,  why  me,  Lord  ? 
why  me  ?  Why  was  I  fweetly  compelled  to  come 
in  while  fo  many  thoufands  are  fufFered  to  follow 
their  own  perverfe  will,  and  to  continue  in  the 
road  to  ruin  ?  Lord  Jefus  !  I  pray  thee  to  cloath 
me  with  humility,  and  make  me  thankful.  May 
I  be  more  diligent  and  fruitful  in  every  good  word 

and  work,  than  I  have  been  in  times  paft ! 

2 yth.  This  morning,  when  I  awoke,  I  was  in 
fuch  adead  and  ftupid  frame,  that  it  reminded  me  of 
Mr.  Fla v el’s  wings,  which  would  have  mounted 
upwards,  but  were  deprefied  with  leaden  weights. 
In  fecret  prayer  I  was  but  in  an  indifferent  frame, 
as  alfo  in  family  prayer.  But  when  I  fat  down  in 
the  houfe  of  God,  a  fenfe  of  his  awful  prefence 
there  ftruck  me  with  fear  and  reverence  ;  I  found 
myfelf  compos’d  by  degrees  and  my  heart  fixed, 
tho’,  to  my  fhame,  I  confefs  it,  I  had  too  many 
wandering  thoughts  in  praying  and  Tinging.  Never- 
thelefs  my  merciful  high-prieft  patted  by  all,  and 

gave  me  a  feaft  of  fat  things.  No  fooner  was 
the  text  named,  Ifaiah  iii.  io.  but  I  began  to 
relifti  the  word,  and  fed  on  it  fweetly  throughout 
the  fermon,  which  was  found,  fcriptural,  and  de¬ 
livered 
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livered  with  life  and  power.  How  fweetly  did  the 
miniffer  dwell  on  thofe  words,  Itjhall  be  well  with 
the  righteous .  He  dwelt  alfo  fweetly  on  the  great 
and  precious  promifes  of  the  gofpel,  and  methought 
I  could  lay  hold  on  them  all.  Why  me,  Lord  ? 
why  have  I  this  glorious  hope  in  me  ? 

Jpril  \Jl.  This  being  both  our  day  of  prayer, 
and  the  Friday  before  our  facrament,  I  intend, 
God  willing,  to  keep  it  as  a  day  of  humiliation. 

But  O  !  the  goodnefs  of  my  God  !  notwithffand- 
ing  all  my  deadnefs  and  diffractions  the  beginning 
of  the  week,  he  has  vifited  me  already  this  morn¬ 
ing  and  turned  my  faffing  into  a  feaff.  As  I  was 
looking  into  Joel  for  fuitable  helps  for  a  faff-day, 
I  caff  my  eyes  on  the  laft  chapter  of  Hofea ,  from 
the  4th  verfe  throughout  the  chapter.  How  pre¬ 
cious  did  thefe  promifes  and  all  the  promifes  of 
the  bible  appear  to  me  !  I  feemed  enabled  to  lay 
hold  on  them  all.  I  opened  the  bible  and  laid 
it  to  my  heart,  with  thofe  words,  (which  I  have 
often  ufed  at  fchool  without  thought)  My  book  and 
heart  /hall  never  part.  I  then  fell  on  my  knees, 
vowed  myfelf  the  Lord’s,  and  dedicated  myfelf 
afrefh  to  him,  to  be  his  in  that  everlaffing  covenant 
ordered  in  all  things  and  fure.  How  fweet  did 
that  word  appear  to  me  ?  I  have  loved  thee  wlh 
cm  everlajling  love .  And  again,  The  eternal  God  is 
thy  refuge ,  and  underneath  are  the  everlajling  arms . 
How  was  my  heart  melted  down  with  a  fenfe  of 
God’s  amazing  goodnefs  to  fuch  a  poor  ungrateful 
wretch  as,  I  am  >  that  I  fhoukl  have  faith  to  cry 
x  N  2  out. 
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cut,  My*  Lord  and  my  God  !  and  lay  hold  of  all 
thofe  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes.  O 
Lord  !  I  pray  thee,  for  (Thrift’s  fake,  be  with  me^ 
in  all  the  duties  of  the  day.  May  the  fun-fhine  ot 
thy  all-powerful  grace  melt  my  frozen  heart  this 
morning  into  penitential  tears  of  furrow,  that  I 
fhould  ever  forget,  or  fin  a  gain  ft  fuch  a  God.  I 
pray  thee  to  be  with  thy  two  fervants  that  are  to 

fpeak  to  us  to  day. 

3 (I.  This  morning,  (it  being  our  facramental- 
fabbath)  I  was  thinking  of  the  duties  of  the  day, 
and  had  that  text  brought  to  me,  a  garden  inclofed 
is  niy  fifttr  my  fpoufe  ;  a  fpring  /but  up  a  foun¬ 
tain  Jeeled,  I  was  much  (Lengthened  and  com¬ 
forted  in  fecret  prayer,  and,  I  fear,  was  a  litt.e 
lifted  up  with  it.  Afterwards  I  had  that  text 
1  nprefs’d  upon  my  mind,  be  ye  c loathed  with  hu - 
mility.  I  went  to  public  worfhlp  and  heard  a 
fweet  fermon  on  Cant .  ii.  3*  ^  ^  down  under 
his  fhadow  with  great  delight,  Szc»  O  how  did 
my  Lord  make  me  to  reft  under  his  fhadow,  and 
how  fweet  indeed  was  his  food  to  my  tafte  ! 
Likewife  at  the  table  I  was  very  comfortably  re- 
frefhed,  and  I  truftl  can  fay,  he  brought  me  into  his 
banquetting-houfe ,  and  his  barm .  r  over  me  was  love . 
Q  what  a  mafter  do  I  ferve  !  Nail  me,  my  deareft 
Lord,  to  the  door-poft  of  thy  houfe,  and  bind  me 
to  the  horns  of  the  altar,  for  thy  fervice  is  per¬ 
fect  freedom,  *tis  fweet  liberty. 

10 th.  I  awoke  with  thofe  words,  Dvfl  thou 
arty  and  to  diji  thou  fiiult  rctuftiy  which  gu\e  me 


no 


C  '37  J 

no  concern,  but,  blefled  be  God,  much  comfort. 
Two  or  three  mornings  ago,  I  awoke  with  thofc 
words  in  my  mind,  fet  thy  houfe  in  order ,  &c.  Ifaiah 
xxxviii.  i.  and  though  I  am  yet  alive  and  well, 
perhaps  I  may  not  have  long  to  live.  But  thanks, 
everlafting  thanks  to  my  God,  I  truft  the  fling 
of  death  is  taken  out  by  Chrifl,  my  Redeemer  (by 
whom,  and  thro’  whom  I  have  accefs  to  the  Father) 
and  that  thro’  him,  I  fhall  have  vi£lory  over  the 
king  of  terrors.  O  how  fhall  I  praife  my  God 
enough  for  his  diflinguifhing  goodnefs  to  me  !  This 
morning  I  have  had  fweet  communion  with  him  in 
reading  the  word,  fecret  prayer,  and  reading  Mrs. 
Rowe's  heart  exercifes  and  meditation.  Since  the 
morning  my  will  has  been  crofs’d,  which  has 
fhewn  me  a  good  deal  of  the  corruption  of  my 
heart ;  and  I  now  think  the  fcripture  that  was 
brought  to  me  this  morning,  was  to  teach  me  hu¬ 
mility  ;  for  fhall  duft  be  proud!  Lord,  cloath  me 
with  humility  ! 

lgtb.  In  fecret  prayer,  I  truft,  I  had  commu¬ 
nion  with  God.  I  had  fuch  a  deep  fenfe  of  in¬ 
dwelling  fin,  and  of  the  burden  of  my  own  cor¬ 
ruptions,  and  of  the  perfed  liberty  of  thofe  in 
glory,  that  my  heart  feemed  to  break  with  the 
longing  it  had  to  be  diflblved,  that  I  might  be  with 
Chrifl  ;  and  I  hope  I  may  fay,  through  the  riches 
of  free  grace,  that  my  fellowfhip  was  with  the 
Father,  and  with  his  fon  Jefus  Chrifl.  In  fuch  a 
frame,  the  world  feems  to  me  to  be  an  enemy’s 
country,  and  my  own  body  an  infedfed  naufeous 
prifon. 

N  3  24 th9 
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24 tb.  After  a  comfortable  time  in  prayer,  {he 
writes  thus,  ‘  O  that  I  may  be  in  the  Spirit  all 
this  blefled  day!  but  O  my  treacherous  heart  !  I 
am  afraid  to  go  out  of  my  chamber,  I  am  afraid 
of  my  children,  my  fervants  ;  every  objecft  my 
eye  fees ;  every  noife  I  hear  ;  left  they  (hould  draw 
me  from  my  God.  But  thou,  O  King  of  kings  ! 
thou  can’ll  eafily  command  the  peace.  Bid  every 
tumultuous  thought  be  gone;  every  earthly  care 
ceafe.  Draw  my  affections  after  Thee  !  Bid  my 
whole  heart  be  fixed,  and  it  {hall  all  be  done  as 
thou  wouldft  have  it.’ 

26 th.  In  meditation  and  fecret  prayer  this  morn- 
ins;  I  had,  I  truft,  fweet  communion  with  God. 
I  had  fuch  earneft  longings  to  be  diffolved  and  to  be 
with  Chrift,  and  the  glorious  company  above, 
and  fuch  defires  after  perfect  holinefs,  and  con¬ 
formity  to  Chrift,  that  I  hope  I  (han’t  be  kept 
long  from  my  father's  houfe. 

May  29 th,  Awoke  this  morning  in  a  very  ftupid 
frame.  My  Lord  arofe  from  the  dead  ;  O  that  I 
could  now  arife  from  fin  !  I  have  lately  been 
guilty  of  a  fin  of  omiftion,  which  grieves  me,  and, 
I  hope,  humbles  me  in  the  duft.  O  when  {hall 
I  ceafe  from  finning  !  Never,  whilft  in  this  taber¬ 
nacle  of  clay  ;  never  whilft  imprifoned  in  this  in- 
fedted  body  of  death.  Lord,  when  wilt  thou 
fend  thy  angel  to  open  the  prifon-doors  and  fet 
my  foul  at  liberty  ?  Come,  Lord  Jefus,  O  come 
quickly  !  for  I  am  here  in  an  enemies  country, 
in  a  ftate  of  baniftiment,  far  from  my  father’s 

houfe, 
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houfe.  But  if  I  muft  flay  longer  here,  Lord  Jd’us 
keep  me  from  the  evil  of  this  world  !  May  1  be 
as  a  flranger  and  pilgrim,  leaning  on  my  beloved, 
as  I  go  thro’  the  wildernefs  of  this  world  !  and 
grant  me,  Lord,  now  and  then  a  talle  of  the 
good  wine  to  refrefh  my  weary  fou1,  left  I  faint 
by  the  way.  And  Oh  !  that  thou  wouldft  be 
with  thy  fervant  who  is  to  fpeak  this  morning !  may 
the  word  come  with  power  to  the  convidion  of 
finners,  and  comforting  and  building  up  thy  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  moft  holy  faith.  Heard  a  very  good 
fermon  this  morning,  on  the  fealuig  of  the  fpirit  ; 
but,  rot  being  well,  could  not  give  that  attention 
which  I  ought ;  but  yet  (blefted  be  my  God  for 
free  grace)  was  enabled  to  conclude,  that  I  had 
been  iealed  to  the  day  of  redemption  (which  was 
the  text)  and  if  the  Lord  permits  us  to  go  up  to 
his  houfe  this  afernoon,  O  !  that  he  may  be  with 
his  miniftring  fervant  who  is  to  fpeak  to  us.  Par¬ 
don  thy  poor  we^k  child,  O  Lord  !  I  befeech  thee ; 
pardon  what  thy  holy  eyes  have  feen  amifs  in  me 
this  day  ;  for  alas  !  I  am  but  dead  and  ftupid,  and 
do  not  attend  on  the  duties  of  the  day  with  that 
alacrity  and  chearfulnefs  that  I  ought.  When  fhall 
I  keep  holy  the  fabbath-day  ! 

June  10 tb.  This  being  a  day  appointed  by  the 

government  for  a  folemn  and  public  faft,  I  cannot 
but  ciy  to  God,  that  he  would  humble  us  under 
his  mighty  hand.  The  fword  of  war  is  drawn 
and  hangs  over  our  guilty  heads both  in  England 
and  Ainenca .  Thy  judgments,  O  Lord  !  are  a- 
broad,  but  we  have  not,  as  yet,  learned  righteouf- 

nefo. 
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nefs.  In  general,  we  fee m  flupid  and  hardened. 
May  we  this  day,  like  the  Ninevites ,  not  only 
faft  from  food,  but  cry  mightily  to  the  Lord,  that 
he  wou’d  avert  the  judgments  that  we  deferve  (for 
fhould  we  even  be  given  up  to  our  enemies  we 
muftfay,  Thou  O  Lord,  art  juft,  and  all  that  thou 
haft  brought  upon  us)  and  may  we  turn  every  one  of 
us  from  our  evil  ways  !  For  thus  faith  the  Lord, 
Turn  ye,  even  unto  me ,  with  fafting  and  with  weeping ; 
and  with  mourning .  And  rent  your  hearts ,  and  not 
your  garments ,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  your  God ,  and 

if  what  follows  don’t  melt  our  rocky  hearts,  furely 
they  are  harder  than  the  nether  milftone  ;  For  he  is 
gracious  and  merciful ,  &c.  O  that  my  heart  may 
this  day  be  broken  for  fin,  and  may  Chrift  the  great 
phyfician  bind  it  up  !  Laft  night  I  heard  a  good 
fermon  on  the  duty  and  nature  of  fafting.  lam  now 
going  to  public  worfhip.  Lord  be  with  thy  mi* 
niftering  fervant,  and  us  the  hearers  !  May  my 

heart  be  fixed,  O  God  ! - lam  juft  returned  from 

hearing  a  good  fermon  on  Pfahn  lxv.  2.  O  thou 
that  hcarejl  prayer  !  Bleffed  be  God,  I  was  pretty 
attentive  ;  but  did  not  feel  that  brokennefs  of  heart 
for  my  own  fins,  and  the  fins  of  the  land,  which 
I  could  have  wifh’d  for,  and  which  was  fuitable  to 
the  day  and  times.  Oh  !  that  I  had  but  fuch  a 
heart- affe&ing  fenfe  of  my  own  fins,  and  the  fins 
of  the  nation,  as  Daniel  had  when  he  humbled 
himfelf  before  his  God  with  prayer,  fupplication 
and  fafting.  Well!  Daniel's  God  is  my  God,  and 
he  can  give  me  fuch  a  fpiiit,  O  Lord,  I  pray 

thee 
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thee,  for  Chrift’s  fake,  pardon  my  ftupidity,  and  pom- 
out  upon  me,  thy  poor  child,  a  fpirit  of  prayer 
and  fupplication  ;  and  likewtfe  on  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province  of  every  rank  and  degree  ! 

26 th.  Sabbath- morning.  Had  a  comfortable  time 

in  meditation;  I  now  hope  to  go  up  to  the  houfe 
of  God.  O  that  Chrift  may  be  in  the  midft  of  us  t 
that  he  would  walk  amidft  his  golden  candlefticks 
this  day  !  He  holds  the  ftars  in  his  hands.  May 
this  fun  of  righteoufnefs  Ihine  upon  them  this  day  ; 
and  may  they  reflea  abundance  of  life  and  heat 
on  the  hearts  of  us  the  hearers  1  O  that  we  may  be 
in  the  fpirit  on  the  Lord’s  day  !  Be  (hut  my  eyes, 
be  deaf  my  ears,  to  every  thing  but  my  mailer  s 
-  voice ;  and  be  fealed  my  lips,  to  every  thing  but 
the  praifes  of  my  God  :  But  to  him  may  I  be  a.l 
eye,  to  fee  his  glory  ;  all  ear  to  hear  what  God  the 
Lord  will  fay  to  this  poor  dull  this  day  ;  and  all 
tongue  to  praife  him  for  his  mercies!  O  my  God  ! 

I  pray  thee  to  keep  my  heart  for  me  this  day,  for 
I  am  fo  helplefs,  and  mine  enemies  fo  ftrong,  that 
I  cannot  keep  it  myfelf.  Help,  Lord,  fori  begin 

to  flag  already  !  - I  am  juft  returned  from  the 

houfe  of  God.  I  heard  an  excellent  fermon  on 
thofe  words,  BleJJ'ed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trujl 
in  him.  Pfal.  ii.  12.  Blefled  be  my  God,  I  felt  it, 
and  was  fed  this  day  with  the  bread  of  life.  O  ! 
the  blefled nefs  of  thofe  that  have  an  intereft  in 
Chrift  !  how  clearly  was  it  made  out  this  day  ! 
ButT  alas  !  what  am  I  ?  Being  now  returned  from 
public  worlhip,  this  afternoon  1  am  as  ftupid  and 
dead  as  if  I  had  no  grace  at -all.  O  this  unftable 


heait  !  when  will  it  ceafe  from  wandering?  I  fear 
never  in  this  world,  which  makes  me  long  to  be 
at  home  in  my  father’s  houfe,  to  go  no  more 
out,  but  be  ever  with  the  Lord.  There  the  weary 
are  at  red,  and  our  wicked  hearts  ceafe  from  troub¬ 
ling  us.  Come,  Lord  Jefus  !  come  quickly  !  3Tis  true 
I  am  not  fit  to  die;  but  thou  art  made  unto  me 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  and  fanffidcation,  and  canft 
ccmpleat  the  work  of  holinefs  in  me  in  a  moment* 
3  V?*  A  role  this  morning  very  dupid  ;  lay  awake 
fome  time  before  I  recollected  it  was  the  fabbath  J 
and  afterwards  my  heart  was  not  fuitably  afFeCied, 
and  I  was  but  poorly  in  prayer  :  but  fince, 
in  reading  Mrs.  Rowe's  exercifes  of  the  heart 
(blefTed  be  God)  I  have  got  a  little  life,  and  have 
been  led  out  with  longing  defires  to  be  didolved, 
that  I  might  be  with  Chrid.  As  in  the  morning. 

I  feem  d  like  a  fnail  creeping  with  my  houfe  on 
my  back,  fo  it  made  me  long  the  more  to  get  rid 
of  this  cumberfome  defh.  O,  methought  I,  when 
fhall  thefe  chains  of  fin  be  knocked  odd  when 
will  the  prifon-doors  of  this  defh  be  opened,  that 
my  foul  may  efcape  like  a  bird  out  of  its  fnare, 
and  dy  away,  and  be  at  red  !  I  am  now  go- 
ing  to  cleanfe  the  body,  that  I  may  appear 
decently  in  the  houfe  of  God:  O  that  Jefus 
would  cleanfe  my  foul  ;  and  grant,  Lord,  that  my 
heart  may  be  fixed  this  day.  May  I  be  in  the 
fpirit  on  the  Lord  s  day,  and  O  Jefus  !  be  with 
thy  fervant  that  is  to  fpeak  to  us  this  morning  f 
Heard  a  very  good  fermon  on  the  life  of  faith. 
GaL  ii.  2o#  BlefTed  be  the  Lord  I  felt  it,  and  was 

much 
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much  better  than  I  expe£ted.  Help  me  Lord  to 
Jive  a  life  of  faith  !  Heard  a  good  fermon  this 
afternoon  on  thofe  words  in  the  Pfalms ,  I  will  fa - 
tisfy  her  poor  with  bread.  Tho*,  to  my  fhame,  I 
confefs  I  feemed  to  have  loft  my  appetite  to  the 
bread  of  life,  and  did  not  relifti  it  as  I  have  fome- 
times  done,  yet  Lord  I  pray  thee  grant  it  may 
nouriih  my  foul  to  eternal  life  ! 

September  io th.  Another  fabbath  gone,  and  lam 
afraid  loft  to  me  !  O  how  little  have  I  improved 
it!  but  cold  and  indifferent  in  fecret  prayer  in  the 
morning,  a  little  better  in  family  prayer,  but 
worft  of  all  when  when  it  ihould  be  the  beft,  I 
mean  in  the  houfe  of  God.  I  was  dead  in  time 
of  prayer,  and  troubled  with  diftra&ing  thoughts 
all  the  day.  Heard  two  good  fermons  on  Ifai .  lv.  5. 
But  oh  !  what  am  I  the  better  for  them  ?  Lord 
pardon,  for  Chrift’s  fake,  the  ftupidity  of  this 
day.  But,  bleffed  be  my  God,  that  I  have  been  en¬ 
abled  this  evening  to  pour  out  my  complaints  be¬ 
fore  him  :  for  when  he  frowns  I  cannot  fmile  ; 
and  when  he  feems  difpleafed,  nothing  can  give  me 
joy.  All  my  creature-comforts  (and  thanks  to 
his  name  I  have  many)  are  as  nothing  to  me, 
when  my  Lord  hides  his  face.  Well  bleffed  be  my 
my  God  that  it  is  fo.  O  may  I  never  find  hap- 
pinefs  any  where  but  in  Chrift  ! 

18 th.  Heard  an  excellent  fermon  to-day  on  the 
chriftian  armour.  I  pray  thee,  thou  captain  of 
falvation,  gird  it  clofe  on  me,  and  ftand  by  me  in 
the  day  of  battle,  for  I  am  a  poor  weak  coward  ; 
efpecially,  I  pray  thee,  help  me  to  wield  the 
ftneld  of  faith  aright  3  and  O  go  with  me  to 

thy 
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thine  houfe  this  afternoon,  and  be  With  thy  fervant 


who  is  to  fpeak  to  us  ! 

October  2 d.  Surely  this  was  an  high  day  with  us  ; 
honourable  on  a  double  account,  being  the  Lord  s 
day,  and  the  Lord’s  paffover  (the  gofpel  pafiover 
I  mean)  being  ce’ebrated.  Being  fomething  hurried 
the  week  paft  I  was  but  in  an  indifferent  frame, 
but  was  more  compofed  than  I  expe&ed  under  a 
good  fermon  preached  from  Ephefians  iii.  19.  I 
think  I  fed  on  the  word,  and  iound  it  fweet  to  my 
tafie.  I  was  composed,  and  my  thoughts  fixed  at 
the  table;  and  God  dealt  far  better  with  me  than 


I  deferved,  tho’  I  had  not  fuch  a  fenfe  of  my  own 
unworthinefs,  nor  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  as  1  long’d 
for,  and  have  fometimes  had.  In  the  afternoon 
I  heard  a  good  fermon  from  John  xiv.  2t.  But 
O  to  my  grief  and  fhame  I  confefs  I  was  in  an  in¬ 
different  frame  ;  yet  Lord  I  pray  thee,  tor  Chrift’s 
fake,  grant  the  word  I  have  heard  this  day  may  fink 
deep  into  my  heart,  fo  that  I  may  bring  forth  bet¬ 
ter  fruit  for  the  future,  than  I  have  done  yet. 

itth.  Arole  this  morning  not  well  in  body  or 
foul,  but  I  was  drawn  out  much  in  fecret  prayer, 
in  longing  defires  after  compleat  vidory  over  all 
my  fpiritual  enemies ;  and  had  hopes  full  of  immor* 
tality.  Methought  I  longed  to  fee  the  king  in  his 
beauty.  I  heard  an  excellent  fermon  this  morning 
on  thofe  w  ords,  what  ?nan  is  he  iha t  lii  eth  and  JhAl 
not  fee  death  ?  Pjalm  lxxxix.  48.  Blefled  be.  God, 
I  felt  it,  and  rejoiced  in  it,  that  the  liing  of 
death  is  taken  out  by  Chrift,  for  I  truft  he  will  be 
to  me  only  as  a  rough  meffenger  to  carry  me  home 

to  my  father’s  houfe.  LEI- 


LETTERS 

/ 

O  I? 

Mrs.  MARY  HUTSON. 


LETTER  I. 

Dear  Madam , 

I  Never  heard  of  your  late  illnefs  ’till  I  was  in¬ 
formed  you  was  dying ;  which  I  was  much 
concerned  and  fhocked  at,  efteeming  you  one  of 
the  bed  friends  I  had  in  the  world  :  but  how  did 
my  heart  overflow  with  joy  and  gratitude,  when  I 
receiv’d  your  kind  letter  (and  the  book  from  Mrs. 

7— - )  by  which  I  not  only  had  the  pleafure  to 

find  you  were  on  the  recovery,  but  that  your  friend- 
fhip  for  me  was  carried  to  thegreateft  height.  I 

have  fince  feen  Mrs.  T - ,  who  informs  me,  that 

when  fhe  came  to  the  houfe,  you  feemed  in  all 
appearance  dying,  and  was  perfectly  refigned  j  hut 
particularly  concerned  about  her  and  myfelf.  Oh  ! 
dear  madam,  what  have  I  done  to  merit  fo  af¬ 
fectionate  a  concern  from  you  ?  Nothing  ;  but  I 
have  forne  fmall  hopes  that  it  is  the  Lord’s  doin^ 
who,  through  his  infinite  mercy,  perhaps  may 
make  you  an  inftrument  of  reforming  me.  But, 
be  the  event  as  it  will,  doubtlefs  your  good  inten- 

O  -  tions 


[  H6  ] 

lions  will  meet  with  their  proper  reward.  As  for 
me,  without  divine  affiftance  in  a  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  manner,  I  defpair  of  coming  up  to  any  de¬ 
gree  of  holinefs ;  wherefore  I  beg,  that  as  you 
have  begun,  you  will  continue  your  goodnefs  in 
praying  for  me,  and  admonifhing  me  \  an^  that 
you  will  encourage  me  by  letting  me  know,  from 
time  to  time,  the  progrefs  you  make,  and  the  joy 
you  find  in  the  holy  life  you  have  begun.  You 
defire  my  opinion  of  the  book  you  lent  me :  I 
confefs  when  I  firft  perufed  it,  and  juft  after  it 

fome  of  Mr.  W - *s  letters,  I  thought  them 

too  ftrift,  but  upon  fearching  the  fcriptures  I 
found  them  the  very  fame.  Oh  !  my  friend  !  how 
have  I  been  deceived  ?  1  he  fcriptures  ieem  as 

new  to  me,  as  if  I  had  never  looked  into  them 
before.  How  different  were  my  notions  or  chrii- 
tianity  from  the  truth  !  That  chriftian  humility  fo 
much  recommended  by  our  Saviour,  I  was,  and 
am  {till  (though  with  remorfe  I  confels  it)  an  ut¬ 
ter  firanger  to.  This  I  find  the  hardeft  part  of 
chriftianity.  5Tis  pride,  that  great  and  dangerous 
fin,  that  flicks  clofeft  to  me.  I  cannot  yet  thin*c 
of  appearing  mean  and  contemptible  in  the  e\cs 
of  the  world,  &c. 

LETTER  II. 

.March  31,  1744* 

Very  dear  Madam , 

"gT  Was  unwilling  to  lofe  fo  good  an  opportunity 
I  of  writing  you  a  few  lines,  fince  tis  the 

only  way  we  have  of  converting  with  each  other 
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at  a  didance.  Bat  oh  !  it  gives  me  much  concert 
to  think  that  (hortly  our  di  dance  will  be  greater 
jftil]  y  and,  podibly,  then  we  fhall  never  meet  again 
in  this  world.  But  yet,  my  dear  friend,  let  this 
be  our  comfort,  that  though  abfent  m  body,  l 
hope  we  fhall  be  often  prefent  with  each  other  in 
fpirit;  and  oh  !  let  us  always  be  earned:  for  one 
another  at  the  throne  of  grace !  Surely  I  mud 
forget  myfelf,  when  I  forget  to  pray  for  one  that 
has  been  fo  dear  and  faithful  a  friend  to  me.  In¬ 
deed,  when  I  redeed  on  the  many  fweet  hours 
we  have  had  together,  my  heart  is  ready  to  burft 
within  me,  to  think  there  is  probably  now  an  end 
to  them  all.  But,  God’s  will  mud  be  done  >  and 
fince  ’tis  his  bleffed  will  that  we  mud  part  here, 
let  us  pray  earnedly  that  we  may  not  part  forever. 
O  !  that  God  would  guide  and  keep  us  in  the  ways 
of  everlafting  truth  !  May  wevbe  enabled  to  keep 
fuch  a  watch  over  all  our  thoughts,  words,  and 
actions,  that  his  holy  fpirit  may  delight  to  dwell 
in  us  ;  and  may  we  be  enabled,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  come  entirely  out  of  ourfelves,  and  trud  only 
to  Chrift  for  our  falvation  !  Indeed,  my  friend, 
your  foul  is  exceeding  dear  to  me  ;  and  I  trud 
bis  precious  in  God’s  account.  O  !  then  fhall  I 
entreat  you  to  be  careful  of  it  !  Confider  how 
many  temptations  attend  the  grandeurs  of  this  life. 
And  oh  !  for  Chrid’s  fake,  if  you  have  any  re¬ 
gard  for  your  own  happinefs  here,  as  well  as  to 
all  eternity  (as  I  am  dire  you  have)  do  not  throw 
yourfelf  into  greater  temptations  than  your  ftation 

Q  2  neceP 
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neceffarily' obliges  you  to;  further  than  that  you 
can  expeCt  nc  protection  from  heaven.  Such  my 
friend  is  my  love  to  you,  that  I  had  rather  never  fee 
you,  ifl  have  hopes  of  your  dear  foul’s  profperity, 
than  have  you  near  me,  and  have  that  in  danger. 
Perhaps  I  have  been  too  free ;  but  I  befeech  you 
take  it,  as  I  think  I  intended  it,  in  the  pureft  friend- 
fhip,  and  out  of  the  mod  tender  regard.  I  am, 
dear  madam,  w  idling  you  with  the  reft  oi  your 
family  both  fpiritual  and  temporal  happinefs. 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  Set  vant^  L  c, 

LETTER  III. 

Very  dear  Ala  dan y 

IT  was  with  an  unexpected  pleafure  that  I  re¬ 
ceived  your  kmd  letter  by  Nit's.  Y  tnG 
I  was  concerned  to  find  that  jour  o.d  dtiorder 
has  not  left  you.  But  is  not  this  the  language 
of  that,  and  every  other  affiiClion,  that  our  reft 
is  not  here  ?  And  yet,  after  all,  we  a*e  apt  to 
be  too  fond  of  the  world ;  how  much  worfe 
ffcould  we  be,  if  all  things  went  as  heart  could 
wifti  ?  Indeed  I  doubt  not  but  hereafter  we  fhall 
fee  (that  is  if  we  get  to  heaven)  that  our  afflictions, 
when  fanClified,  were  our  greateft  mercies.  Juft 
as  I  was  reading  your  important  reflections  on 
fudden  death,  news  was  brought  me  of  a  melan- 
cholly  inftance  of  it  in  the  death  of  a  great  man, 
which  affected  me  much,  and  led  me  into  many 
ferious  thoughts.  O!  how  doth  the  grand  le¬ 
veller  (in  the  language  of  Mr.  Hervey)  pour  con- 
v  *  tempt 
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tempt  on  all  human  grandeur  !  How  does  he  de¬ 
light,  as  it  were,  to  bring  down  the  haughtinefs- 
of  man,  and  lay  his  honours  in  the  dull !  Alas ! 
what  is  man  at  his  beft  eftate,  in  his  higheft  ho¬ 
nour,  but  vanity.  Vanity  of  vanities ,  all  is  va~ 
nity ,  faith  the  preacher,  and  don’t  we  daily 
fee  the  truth  of  this  ?  And  if,  as  you  ob- 
ferve,  ftis  terrible  to  be  hurried  into  eternity 
without  time  to  trim  our  lamps,  how  much  more 
fo  muft  it  be  to  have  no  oil  in  them  ?  For  we 
find,  that  the  foolifli  virgins,  as  well  as  the  wife, 
arofe  and  trimmed  their  lamps,  but  they  went  out: 
becaufe  they  had  no  oil  in  them.  Awful  confi- 
deration  !  furely  then  we  cannot  be  too  jealous 
over  our  own  hearts  5  we  cannot  fearch  them  too 
much  ;  for  I  find,  by  experience,  mine  is  deceit¬ 
ful  and  defperately  wicked  y  and  then  the  confe* 
quence  ©f  being  deceived  is  fo  awful,  that  the 
very  poftibility  of  it  is  (hocking  !  And  yet  how 
thoughtlefs  are  muft  with  regard  to  eternity* 
though  wife  perhaps  for  this  world  !  When  a. 
malefaftor  has  been  guilty  of  fome  capital  crime, 
for  which  he  is  to  appear  before  the  judge  to  be 
tried  for  his  life,  how  thoughtful  is  he  generally 
on  fuch  important  occafion  ?  Does  he  not,  if  it  is 
in  his  power,  fee  the  beft  lawyers  ?  does  he  not 
ftrive  to  get  the  ableft  advocates  to  plead  for  him, 
and  with  good  reafon,  for  his  life  is  at  ftake  ? 
nay,  doth  not  every  one  acl  thus,  if  ft  is  but  to 
fave  a  tract  of  land,  or  any  fmall  part  of  his  ef~ 
tate  ?  But,  O  amazing  !  the  precious  and  immortal 
foul*  that  is  obnoxious  to  the  divine  j,uftice,  andi 

O  3.  rnuit 
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muff:  fhortly  appear  before  the  grand  tribunal  to 

be  tried  for  life  or  death  eternal,  is  by  too,  too 
many  entirely  negleXed  ;  without  fo  much  as  one 
thought  of  fecuring  an  intereft  in  him,  who  is  the 
only  advocate  with  the  father  !  O  !  ’tis  good  to 
have  a  friend  in  the  court  of  heaven.  Who  would 
be  without, an  intereft  in  Chrift  for  ten  thoufand 
worlds  ?  Miftake  me  not,  I  defign  not  thefe 

reflexions  for  my  dear  Mrs.  * - -  no,  I  hope 

better  things  of  her,  but  my  thoughts  running 
much  this  way,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  com¬ 
municate  them  to  you,  knowing  that  you  have 
much  patience,  otherwife  I  am  fure  you  would  be 
tired  with  this  long  epiftle,  fo  conclude  with  my 
beft  refpeXs  to  —  and  the  family, 

Dear  Madam , 

TourSy  &V.  — « 

LETTER  IV. 

1752* 

AND  has  my  dear  Mrs.  - -  been  again 

in  did  refs  ?  In  fuch  extreme  danger  ?  Did 
the  awful  waves,  commiflioned  by  an  almighty 
power,  threaten  to  overwhelm  her,  and  her  dear 
little  helplefs  babes  with  immediate  death  ?  O  ! 
what  anguifh  muff  her  dear  foul  have  been  in  ? 
my  heart  almoft  bleeds,  even  now,  but  to  think 
of  it  !  Did  (he  not  cry  to  the  Lord  in  her  diftrefs  ? 
She  did,  and,  oh  amazing  mercy  !  that  God,  who 
is  always  more  ready  to  hear  than  we  are  to  afk, 
kindly  flew  to  her  relief,  and  fayed  her  out  of  all 
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her  diftreffes.  And  did  not  this,  my  dear  friend, 
melt  your  foul  into  praifes  and  thankfgivmgs,  that 
the  Lord  fhould  deliver  you  and  yours,  whilft  many 
others  were  fwallowed  up  in  the  waves  of  deftruc- 
tion?  Methinks  I  hear  you  break  forth  in  fome 
fuch  foliloquy  as  this :  ‘  Shall  I  fin  any  more 
C  againft  my  God,  that  has  done  fo  much  for  me  ? 

<  (hall  I  flight  all  the  warnings  I  have  had  from 
‘  time  to  time  !  efpecially  this  laft,  in  which  judg- 
‘  ment  has  been  mixed  with  fo  much  meicy  and 

<  love  ?  Oh  !  no !  I  will  now  in  the  ftrength  of 

<  Chrift,give  up  myfelf  intirely  to  be  the  Lord’s ;  too 

<  much  of  my  precious  time  has  been  fpent  in  va- 
c  nity,  the  remainder  of  it  I  will  devote  to  the 
c  Lord.’  You  cannot  imagine,  my  dear  friend 
how  much  it  affedted  me  only  to  hear  of  the  dit- 
trefs  and  danger  you  had  been  in.  I  did  not  know 
before  how  much  1  loved  you.  From  this  principle 
1  am  very  jealous,  and  concerned,  left  you  fhould 
forget  thefe  things,  therefore  I  b'efeech  you,  as  on 
my  bended  knees,  to  give  up  your  whole  foul  and 
fpirit  entirely  to  the  Lord.  Indeed  he  is  a  jealous 
God,  and  will  not  be  put  off  with  part  of  our 
hearts,  and  part  of  our  fervices;  no,  he  will  have 
cur  whole  hearts,  or  none  at  all.  It  is  faid  in 
the  holy  fcriptures,  that,  when  the  Lord’s  judg¬ 
ments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  will  learn 
righteoufnefs.  Surely,  they  have  been  evidently 
amongft  us,  and  fhould  we  flight  them,  I  trem¬ 
ble  to  think  of  the  confequence,  left  we  fhould  be 
fuddenly  deftroyed,  and  that  without  remedy.  — &c. 
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LETTER  V. 

« 

Dear  Sir , 

Heartily  fympathife  with  you  in  your  late  great 
.  affliction.  Has  the  Lord  once  more  touched 
you  in  your  tender  part  ?  Has  he  taken  away  from 
you  the  faitnfm  companion  and  fupport  of  your  old 
age,  and  are  you  now  left  alone  ?  Well,  dear  fir, 
is  there  not  a  voice  in  God’s  providence,  as  well  as 
in  his  word;  and  is  not  this  the  language  of  your 
affliction  ?  O  iruji  not  in  riches ,  irvjl  not  in  friends^ 
truft  not  in  any  thing  beneath  the  eternal  God ,  for  if 
you  do,  they  will  prove  a  broken  reed ,  and  fail  you 
when  you ft  and  mojl  in  need.  Has  God  flopped  the 
Area  ms  ?  O  then,  dear  fir,  let  me  intreat  you  to 
fly  to  the  fountain  ;  look  to  Jefus  5  fpend  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  your  days  in  ftriving  to  fecure  an  inte- 
refl  in  Chrift ;  make  him  your  friend,  and  he  will 
be  better  to  you,  I  am  fare,  than  all  the  friends 
you  ever  had  ;  I  fpeak  by  experience.  Bleffled  be 
God,  I  have  all  the  temporal  mercies  I  can  dcfire  • 
yet,  what  are  thefe  to  my  Chrift?  Was  it  in  my 
power,  I  would  recommend  him  to  the  whole 
world.  O  !  he  is  a  phyfician  of  great  value,  there 
is  none  like  him,  tor  he  not  only  makes  up  tem¬ 
poral  Ioffes  to  his  people,  but  faves  them  from 
eternal  mifery,  for  his  blood  cleanfes  from  all  Jin  i 
and  not  only  fo,  but  he  will  at  Jaft  crown  them 
with  a  far  more  exceeding,  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory.  And  is  not  this  encouragement  enough 
for  us  to  fet  out  in  earnefl  for  another  world  ? 

What 
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What  pains  do  many  take  to  heap  up  a  little 
yellow  dull,  that  will  be  fure  to  fail  them  at  laft  ? 
but  treafures  in  heaven  will  never  fail.  No,  when 
every  thing  elfe  fails,  they  will  remain ;  when 
the  night  of  death  Hornes  on  us,  then  the  lun 
of  righteoufnefs  will  arife  with  healing  in  his 
wings.  Methinks  nature,  providence,  and  reve¬ 
lation  now  all  call  upon  us  for  retirement  and 
ferious  confideration.  Surely  in  this  dying  coun¬ 
try,  and  thefe  dying  times,  we  ought  often  to  be 
confidering  our  latter  end,  that  we  may  learn  how 
frail  we  are.  And  what  reafon  we  have  to  live  in 
an  habitual  preparation  for  eternity,  left  wefliould 
be  furprized  with  the  luminous  of  death.  Le*. 
us  then  be  followers  ot  our  friends,  who,  through 
faith  and  patience,  ate  now  inheriting  the  pro- 
mifes,  that  at  laft  we  may  all  meet  with  joy, 
never  to  part  any  more.  I  hope  you  will  excufe 
my  writing  thus  freely,  for  I  allure  you  it  is 
out  of  the  great  regard  I  bear  you  ;  and  belie v© 

me  to  be, 

Dear  fer9 

Tour  fincere  friend ,  and 
humble  fervant , 


* 
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letter  VI. 

left  behind  her ,  containing  pious  Advice  to  her 

Children . 

'My  Deareji  Child?  * en , 

I  7HILST  you  are  reading  thefe  lines  your 

¥  poor  mamma’s  hands  that  wrote  them? 
hei  tongue  that  has  intreated  you  to  come  to 
Chiiii3  and  prayed  over  you,  and  her  eyes  that 
have  often  wept  over  you,  and  her  heart  that  has 
been  poured  out  to  God  with  ftrong  cries  for  your 
peruning  fouls,  [  fay  thefe  will  be  mouldering  in 
tne  cold  grave,  that  houfe  appointed  for  all  living. 
And  what  Dial!  all  my  endeavours  be  loft  ?  And  all 
tne  inftructions  you  have  had  from  your  tender  pious 
fatner  ?  All  the  good  example  he  has  fet  before  you ; 
all  the  excellent  fermons  you  have  heard  from  him, 
and  other  faithful  minifters  ;  fhall  all,  I  fay,  be 
loft  ?  Or,  which  is  worfe,  rife  up  in  the  judgment 
againft  you  ?  God  forbid  ! 

O  my  children  !  how  could  I  weep  over  you, 
were  it  poftible,  with  tears  of  blood. —  I  pray  you, 

I  entreat  you,  by  the  mercies  of  God  by  the  agony 
and  bloody  fweat  of  Ch i iff,  by  his  crofs  and  paf- 
fion,  by  his  precious  death  and  burial,  by  his  re- 
furreclion,  and  glorious  afeenfion,  and  by  tho 
coming  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  I  charge  you,  be  ye 
reconciled  to  God.  How  do  I  travail  again  in 
birth  with  you,  ’till  Chrift  be  formed  in  you  !  As 
an  evidence  of  my  tender  concern  for  you,  I 
leave  this  behind  me;  that  by  it  when  dead. 
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I  may  yetA  fpeak  to  you.  Confider  me  there¬ 
fore  as  now  fpeaking  to  you  from  the  grave.  You 
will  fee  your  poor  mother’s  face  no  more,  till 
the  time  of  the  reftitution  of  all  things,  when 
Chrift  (hall  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  fhout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  arch-angel  and  the  trump 
of  God,  with  all  the  holy  angels  and  fpirits  of 
juft  men  made  perfedt,  to  be  glorified  in  all  his 
faints,  and  to  take  vengeance  on  his  enemies  ;  and 
then  my  poor  children,  you  muft  all  ftand  in  the 
judgment,  on  the  right  or  on  the  left  hand  of 
Chrift.  And  oh!  hov  will  you  look  your  parents, 
and  which  is  infinitely  more,  how  will  you  look 
Chrift  in  the  face,  if  you  fliould  be  found  at  his 
left  hand,  after  all  he  has  done  for  you  here; 
after  all  the  warnings,  intreaties,  and  advanta¬ 
ges  you  have  enjoyed  above  thoufands  ?  O  !  my 
children,  howT  wou’d  you  bear  to  have  that  fweet 
faviour,  tr  at  has  been  fo  long  intreating  you  to  be 
reconciled  to  himfelf,  that  is  now  fo  ready  to  fbew 
mercy,  become  your  enemy  ?  to  hear  thole  fweet 
lips,  that  are  full  of  grace  and  truth,  pronounce 
thofe  dreadful  words  (oh  !  how  fhall  I  think  o* 

them  without  trembling  myfelf)  Depart - - 

Whither  ?  why  into  everlafting  burnings  ;  for  thefe 
mine  enemies,  who  have  had  fo  much  light,  and 
fo  many  advantages,  have  no  cloak  for  their  fin, 
but  muft  be  caft  into  outer  darknefs,  the  deepeft 
place  in  hell.  They  would  not  have  me  to  reign 
over  them,  they  muft  now  have  Saran  to  reign 

over  them  in  eternal  torments.  And  that  Chrift 

whofe 


[  156  ] 

whofe  eyes  will  dart  love  and  fweetnefs  into  his  peo- 
will  dart  ten  thoufand  lightnings  into  his  enemies 
hearts.  How  will  they  then  with  hideous  fhrieks 
fly  from  his  pre  fence,  and  call  upon  the  rocks  and 
mountains  to  hide  them  from  the  wrath  of  the 
lamb,  when  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is 
come  ! 

And  now,  my  dear  children  !  are  you  able  to 
bear  all  this  wrath  that  will  come  upon  the  wicked 
to  the  utmoft  ?  Can  you  bear  to  dwell  with  ever- 
lafling  burnings?  If  not,  oh!  fly  to  Chiift,  whilit 
he  may  be  found  ;  call  upon  him  whilft  he  is  near  • 
betake  yourfelves  to  him  whilfl  his  arms  of  mercy 
are  ftretched  out  to  receive  you.  Throw  down 
your  arms  of  rebellion  ;  call  yourfelves  at  his  fiet  ^ 
cry  for  mercy  day  and  night  ;  take  no  denial  s 
plead  for  pardon  ;  plead  for  an  intereft  in  Chrifl:  ; 
plead  for  your  poor,  naked,  miferable  fouls, 
that  they  may  he  waflied  in  his  precious  blood, 
which  cleanfes  from  all  Tin.  Whether  you  know 
it  or  not,  my  children,  you  are  by  nature  wretched, 
and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked. 
Pray  to  God  to  make  you  fenfible  of  your  mifery. 
Pray  to  him  to  anoint  your  eyes  with  eye-falve, 
that  you  may  fee  excellent  things  in  Chrifl:,  and 
in  the  gofpel.  Pray  for  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  even 
all  the  graces  of  the  fpirit,  that  you  may  be  all 
o-jorious  within,  rich  in  faith,  rich  in  good  works, 
and  pray  hard  for  the  white  raiment,  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  Chrifl:  to  cover  your  naked  fouls.  I  once 

more  intreat  you,  my  dear  children,  follow  hard 

after 
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after  thefe  things.  Pray  that  God  may  be  your 
father  and  protestor  ;  Jefus  Chrift  your  redeemer, 
for  he  is  mighty ;  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  your  fanc- 
tifier  and  comforter ;  and  then,  who  (hall,  who 

can,  who  will  dare  to  harm  you  ?  Then  you  will 
not  mifs  me,  nor  your  father,  if  God  fhall  take  him 
before  you,  for  Chrift  fhall  be  all  in  all  to  you. 
Then  fhall  your  parents,  and,  which  is  infinitely 
better,  Chrift  himfelf  will  receive  you  with  joy 
at  the  great  day;  nay,  as  foon  as  you  die,  you 
fliall  be  with  Chrift. 

*  * 

And  now  let  me  give  you  a  few  more  important 

admonitions,  and  inftrudfions.  I  charge  you,  as 
you  name  the  name  of  Chrift,  to  depart  from  all 
iniquity.  Fly  from  the  very  appearance  of  fin* 
Shun  evil  company,  left  you  ftiould  be  found 
partakers  of  their  fins,  and  infedled  with  their 
ways.  AfTociate  yourfelves  with  the  excellent  ones 
of  the  earth,  real  Chriftians.  Strive,  if  poftible,  to 
fit  under  a  found  faithful  minifter.  Search  the  fcrip- 
tures  ;  read  a  chapter  or  two  every  day ;  prize 

them  above  the  choiceft  gold,  fo  fhall  they  become 
fleeter  to  you  than  honey,  or  the  honey-comb; 
blelfed  be  God  I  find  them  fo.  Read  none  but 
good  books :  be  fure  to  pray  in  fecret  morning  and 
evening.  If  you  have  it  in  your  power,  choofe 
that  bufinefs  or  calling  which  will  be  moft  for  the 
glory  of  God,  the  good  of  your  fouls,  and  the 
benefit  of  others,  which  are  all  connected  together. 
In  a  few  words,  do  jujlice  ;  love  mercy ;  and  walk 
humbly  with  God .  And  again,  I  would  intreat  you 
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to  drive  agiinft  pride.  Don’t  defpife  the  poor, 
for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Pray  hard 
for  humility,  and  pray  for  that  faith  which  puri¬ 
fies  the  foul,  and  works  by  love.  Pray  th.t  you 
may  love  God  with  all  your  heart,  mind,  and 
firenoth.  Love  your  brothers  and  fitters.  Love 
all  your  chriflian  brethren,  and  love  your  enemies. 
Feed  the  hungry,  cloath  the  naked,  vifit  the  fick  i 
and  whatever  elfe  is  neceffary,  afk  of  God,  and 
he  will  teach  you,  fo  (hall  you  have  grace  here 
and  peace,  fuch  peace  as  the  world  can  never  give, 
nor  take  away,  even  that  peace  of  God,  which 
pafl.es  all  underttanding,  and  hereafter  you  fhall 
have  an  eternal  weight  of  glory,  which  God  grant 

for  Chrift’s  fake. 

Adieu,  my  dear  children ;  till  we  meet,  I  hope, 
in  glory. 


A  Meditation  by  Mrs.  Hutson  on  the  Soul's 
Entrance  into  Glory . 

O  Blest  efcape!  O  happy  change  !  my  dying 
pangs,  my  cruel  fins,  the  fleeting  world, 
and  tempting  devil,  where  are  they  ?  all  gone  !  I 
now  bid  them  an  eternal  farewell.  My  earthly 
tabernacle  too  dropped  off!  Happy  deliverance ! 
but  where  am  I  ?  Amazement  all !  I  am  all  life, 
all  joy  !  Ye  flbining  ones  1  ye  faithful  guides !  O 
fly  with  winged  fpeed,  and  bear  me  to  my  Lord, 
gnv  Saviour  and  my  God  !  What  appears  yonder  ? 
7  They 
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They  are  the  everlafting  doors  !  How  they  fly 
open,  on  golden  hinges  turned  !  not  to  admit  the' 
■king  of  glory,  but  a  worthlefs  nothing. 

Aftonifhment  all  /  here  is  glory  within  glory  ! 
and  O  !  what  light  is  that  outfhining  the  fun  in 
its  meridian  height  ?  Oh  !  it  is  the  fun  of  righteouf- 
nefs  !  it  is  my  Chrifl !  I  now  behold  the  king  in 
his  beauty,  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the 
godhead  bodily.  I  fought  him  oft  below  in  tears, 
but  find  him  here.  And,  ob  !  tranfporting  thought  f 
fcall  ever  behold  his  lovely  face  without  a  veil. 
Gaze,  my  happy  foul  !  ’till  thou  art  fully  chang¬ 
ed  into  his  lovely  Jikenefs..  I  kindle  afrefh,  and 
glow  with  facred  love  !  Sweet,  fweet  flame  '  Oh  ! 
he  fmiles,  my  much  injured  Lord  forgives,  fmiles 
on,  and  moft  kindly  receives  his  ungrateful  creature. 

I  ell  me,  ye  angels  !  for  you  know,  how  fhall  I 
addreis  my  Lord  ?  Alas !  I  am  loft  in  wonder  and 
amazement,  and  muft,  in  awful  filence,  fall  at 
thofe  blefted  feet,  that  were  once  torn  with  ru^cred 
iron.  Well  done,  doft  thou  fay  my  Lord  ?  AJas  f 
my  natuie,  life,  and  all  were  fin.  I  only  was 
defilement,  what  was  right  was  thine.  Grant  me 
the  comfort,  and  thine  fhall  be  all  the  glory. 

What  melodious  founds  do  I  hear !  and  what 
glorious  forms  are  thefe  !  angels  and  arch-angels  ! 
fweet  hymning  feraphs  !  bright  cherub,!  and  my 
nearer  fi tenus,  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  per¬ 
fect.  Here  are  Ab:  aham,  Ifaac ,  and  Jacoby  and; 
all  the  giorious  company  of  prophets  and  apoftles, 
and  the  noble  army  of  martyrs  !  How  do  they 
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Chine !  and  all  join  in  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the 
Lamb.  Harmony  indeed  !  extafy  divine  !  now  I 
fweetly  join  the  heavenly  hoft  ;  and  my  foul  is 
fixed,  without  a  wandering  thought.  O  !  I  now 
know  experimentally  the  meaning  of  that  wondrous 
phrafe,  that  I  once  but  faintly  gueffed  at,  even  the 
far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 


Some  Account  of  Mrs .  Mary  Hutson,  in  her 

Departing  M oments . 

\ The  death-bed  of  the  JuJl  is  yet  undrawn 
By  mortal  Hand  \  it  trier  its  a  divine  — — • 

Night-Thoughts* 

DURING  the  former  part  of  her  illnefs,  Mrs. 

Hutson  complained  much  of  darkness  and 
defertion  j  but  before  fhe  died,  the  day  broke* 
and  the  dark  fhadows  fled  away.  Many  very  com¬ 
fortable  exprefflons  dropped  from  her  dying  lips, 
fome  of  which  were  as  follow,  viz.  When  one, 
whofe  tendernefs  for  her  would  hardly  fuller  him 
to  mention  it,  told  her,  he  apprehended  fhe  was 
very  near  her  difiolution,  fhe  afked  what  made 
him  think  fo  ?  (for,  though  fh«  apprehended  fhe 
fhould  die,  fhe  did  not  think  herfe.f  dying  juft 
then)  for  fhe  laid  Ihe  found  no  great  alteration 
in  her  cafe  at  that  time  :  He  told  her,  it  was 
too  evident  to  him  ;  upon  which  fhe  broke 

out  in  thefe  exprefflons,  i  Is  it  pofflble  ?  Am  I 

♦  fo 
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?  fo  near  my  father’s  houfe  ?  Methinks  his  too* 
c  good  news  to  he  true  !  and  my  clouds  begin  to 

*  wear  away  too  !  Methinks  I  am  unworthy  to 

‘  go  to  heaven  !  I  have  never  done  any  thing  for 

4  God  ;  but  he  has  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have 

‘  mercy  !  Death  comes,  not  as  a  murderer. 

*  I  hope,  but  as  a  porter  to  open  the  door.  He 
s  is  a  little  rough  and  rude,  his  true,  but  his  door 
6  opens  into  endlefs  1  fe.  The  Lord  is  my  righteouf- 
6  nefs  andjlrength.  When  Chrijl  who  is  our  life /hall 
i  appea^i  then  j, hall  we  aljo  appear  with  him  in  glory . 
c  If  I  fliould  lie  fpeecblefs  anytime,  faid  (he,  be 
<  fure  to  whifper  Jefus  in  my  ears."  When  her 
children  were  called  in  to  fee  her,  fhe  faid  to 
them,  c  My  dear  children  !  be  fure  to  get  an  in- 
«  tereft  in  Chrift  ;  if  you  die  without  it,  ’twould 
«  be  better  for  you  never  to  have  been  born.  ? 
Looking  at  her  nails  when  the  blood  was  fet- 

led  under  them,  the  faid,  6  See  here  the  marks  of 

5  death,’  turning  to  a  friend  ;  that  fat  by,  who 
replied,  See  the  difference  between  a  chriflian  and 
a  carnal  perfon  !  what  terrifies  the  finner  pleafes 
her.  Yes,  fays  fhe,  ‘  bleffed  be  God  it  does 

6  pleafe  me :  This  fl  e/h  fnall  reft  in  hoped  In  a 
word,  fhe  talked  with  the  greateft  compofure  of 
her  approaching  difiblution,  and  gave  particular 
efiredio  about  the  plainnefs  of  her  coffin,  and 
funeral.  &c.  with  as  much  freedom  and  eafe,  as 
if  (he  had  been  fpeaking  about  any  of  the  com* 
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mon  affairs  of  life;  and  at  length,  without  fo 
much  as  a  groan,  or  figh,  fell  afleep  in  Jefus,  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  on 
Monday  the  ^\ft  of  November,  1757. 

Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous ,  and  let  my 
lajl  end  he  like  her*-f  / 


A  P- 


APPENDIX. 

HAVING  laid  before  the  public  the  diaries  and 
letters  of  the  above  mentioned  excellent 

perfons,  the  editors  think  it  not  improper,  as  they 
have  introduced  them  with  a  preface,  to  clofe  them 
with  the  following  obfervations,  which  they  efteem 
necelTary  and  ufeful,  and  a  fuitable  appendix  to 
the  preceding  memoirs. 

I.  The  perfons  whofe  diaries  and  letters  are  hero 
prefented  to  the  public  view,  bore,  not  only  an 
unfpotted,  but  an  eminent  chara&er  for  true  pie¬ 
ty  and  virtue,  as  amply  appears  from  the  tefti- 
monials  already  produced  on  their  behalf,  and  of 
which  we  have  even  further  evidences  than  what 
have  been  given.  We  frankly  own  that  if  their 
profeflion  of  religion,  and  the  accounts  of  their 
experiences  had  not  the  fuperadded  weight  of  an 
holy  and  exemplary  life,  we  fhould  not  pay  any 
regard  to  them  ourfelves,  nor  invite  others  to  a 
ferious  attention  to  the  papers  they  have  left  be¬ 
hind.  But  when  their  behaviour  before  men  (hone 
with  a  permanent  and  attra&ive  beauty  of  holinefs5 
and  when  their  unblameable  and  edifying  walk 
attefted  to  all  around  them  that  they  were  the 
children  of  God,  and  the  true  difciples  of  Jtfus 
Chrift,  we  cannot  but  apprehend  that  what  they 
declared  they  felt  and  experienced  in  their  own 

fouls 
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'  fouls  deferves  the  moft  ferious  regard,  and  may 
well  be  improved  by  all  as  an  incentive  to  an  hap¬ 
py  refemblance  of  them  in  the  internal  difpofm- 
ors  oi  their  hearts,  and  their  amiable  and  ufe- 
ful  examples. 

II.  The  perfons,  whofe  memoirs  are  here  pub- 
lilhed,  imbibed  a  powerful  fenfe  and  favour  of 
the  dodrines  of  the  gofpel,  efpecially  fuch  as  re-, 
late  to  the  guilt  and  pollution  of  fin*  the  atone¬ 
ment  and  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  our 
juftification,  the  influences  of  the  fpirit  in  ccn- 
verfion,  fandification,  and  fpiritual  peace  and  jo y> 
together  with  the  great  articles  of  the  final  judg¬ 
ment,  the  refurredion  of  the  body,  and  the  ever- 
lafting  ftates  both  of  happinefs  and  mifery.  Thefe 
fentiments  feem  to  be  inwrought  into  their  very 
fouls  ;  they  believed  then?,  they  embraced  them* 
they  lived  upon  them  \  they  confidered  and  im¬ 
proved  them  as  the  bafis  of  their  hope?,  as  the 
ground  of  their  comfort,  and  as  their  incitements 
and  attradives-  to  holinefs ;  and,  in  a  word,  it  was 
from  the  power  of  thefe  dodrines  they  were  en¬ 
abled  to  do  juftly ,  to  love  mercy ,  and  to  walk  hum¬ 
bly  before  GW*,  to  glorify  him  in  life,  and  pafs 
thro’  the  valley  of  the  fhadovv  of  death  it  fell  not 
only  without  amazement  and  terror,  but  even 
with  a  chearful  confidence,  and  the  opening  dawn 
of  the  heavenly  glory  u\  their  hearts.  Such  pious 
lives  and  fuch  happy  deaths  under  the  efficacy  or 
thefe  principles  may  tend  to  confirm  our  faith, 
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(as  the  fame  defines  at  the  fame  time  appear 
with  fuch  clear  and  full  evidence  from  the  fenpture) 
that  they  are  the  very  truths  of  God,  and  therefore 
the  influences  of  them  are  not  to  be  fhghtec  ,  an 
much  lefs  contemned  and  ridiculed  as  the  teams 
of  fanaticifm,  or  the  reveries  of  a  melancioy 
mind,  and  a  difordered,  and  deluded  imagination. 

III.  Though  it  may  be  obferved  from  the  ac¬ 
counts  that  thofe  holy  perfons  give  of  themfelves, 
that  they  had  mod  elevated  and  fublime  tranfports, 
yet  let  it  be  remarked  that  at  other  fea  ons 
they  bewailed  the  inconftancy  and  diffraction  o 
their  minds  in  fpiritual  duties,  and  their  coldnefs 
and  indifference,  their  dullnefs  and  upi  ity  to 
wards  God,  and  that  fometimes  they  appear  almol 
deferted  and  forfaken  of  him,  and  left  to  com  at 
with  great  darknefs,  and  deep  and  heavy  dejec 
tion  and  forrow.  This  vicifTitude  of  experience 
we  would  the  rather  have  regarded,  that  no  poor 
fainting  feeble  minded  chriftians  may  be  difeouraged 
though  for  a  time  they  may  be  forely  harrafied 
with  doubts  and  fears,  and  may  be  lamenting 
after  a  departed  God,  remembring  that  otner 
faints  have  had  their  gloomy  as  well  as  lu¬ 
cid  feafons,  and  that  clouds  and  darknefs  are 
what  other  chriftians  have  experienced,  to  whom 
God  has  afterwards  revealed  the  wonders  of  his 
love,  and  vouchfafed  his  ftrong  confo>ations, 
even  joys  unspeakable  and  full  of  fovy  'j**  A  veiling 

cloud* 
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cloud,  or  even  a  long  winter’s  night,  are  no  ar- 
guments  of  an  extinguifhed  or  unreturning  fun* 
or  the  figns  of  an  ever-during  darknefs. 

IV.  Should  any  chridians  upon  reading  the  tri¬ 
umphs  and  extafies  of  thefe  holy  perfons  at  fome 
feafons,  be  apt  to  conclude  that  they  them- 
felves  are  not  the  children  of  God,  becaufe  they 
have  never  felt  fuch  high  or  fuch  frequent  eleva¬ 
tions  and  raptures,  let  them  remember  that  God  is 
a  great  favereign,  that  he  grants  his  confolations 
in  what  meafures  and  at  what  times  he  pleafes, 
and  that  it  is  not  the  tranfport  of  joy,  but  the 

ready  determined  and  obedient  fpirit,  which  is  the 
cleared:  and  dronged  evidence  of  a  real  renova¬ 
tion,  and  an  intereft  in  the  fpecial  favour  of  hea¬ 
ven,  and  that  (tho?  all  chridians  could  with  that 
their  paffions  were,  like  the  unconfuming  fire  in 
the  tabernacle  of  old,  perpetually  afanding  to  God 
in  a  blaze  of  devotion,)  there  may  be  much  ho- 
linets  in  that  heart,  where  there  may  be  no  high 
oegrees  of  fenfible  comfort,  as  iron  may  be  mod: 
intenfely  hot  without  the  eruption  of  a  flame  or 
fpark  from  the  burning  mafs.  May  we  but  find  our 
hearts  full  of  pure  purpofes  for  the  glory  of  God, 
full  of  zeal  for  holinefs,  full  of  refolute  determi¬ 
nation  to  maintain  the  war  againd  fin  and  Satan, 
and  this  as  our  fober,  cool,  and  deliberate  choice 
in  dependance  upon  divine  grace,  we  have  cer¬ 
tainly  the  utmod  warrant  to  conclude  that  we  are 
true  chridians,  though  we  fhouM  have  little  or 
no  fenfible  exultation  and  joy  j  but  at  the  fame 


ttme  we  (hall  always  defire  that  the  facred  elevation 
of  our  paflions  towards  God  may  be  fuperadded 
to  the  right  direction  and  determination  of  our 
'wills,  ever  efteeming  it  by  no  means  unworthy 
either  of  the  man  or  the  chriftian  to  own  our  at** 
feCtions  kindled  into  a  powerful  flame  under  the 
fenfe  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  the 
opening  appropriating  profpeCt  of  the  promifed  ap¬ 
proaching  eternal  glory. 

Are  pnjjtons  then  the  pagans  of  the  foul  ? 

Reafon  alone  baptiz’d  ?  Alone  ordain’d 

To  touch  things  facred.  O  for  wanner  flill  ! 

Young  s  Night  Thoughts,  B.  4* 

V.  But  though  we  would  by  no  means  have 
chriftians  apprehend  tliat  the  great  touchftone  of 
piety  lies  in  the  fenfible  emotions  of  the  affections, 
yet  we  cannot  but  apprehend  from  the  word  of 
God  that  if  perfons  were  more  like  the  pious  ex¬ 
amples  here  fet  before  their  view,  u  e.  that  if  they 
more  diligently  watched  their  own  fpirits,  that  if 
they  more  ftriCtly  guarded  againfl:  the  appearances 
of  evil,  and  crufhed  the  flrfl:  embryos  of  iniquity, 
that  if  they  lived  more  in  holy  and  habitual  con- 
verfe  and  meditation  upon  God  and  Chrift,  the 
word  of  grace,  and  the  promifes  of  glory,  and  if 
they  were  more  careful,  upon  the  lead  commiflion 
of  fin-,  or  the  lead:  inclination  to  it,  to  apply  to 
the  throne  of  grace  thro’  Jefus  Chrift  in  the 
frelh  exercifes'of  repentance  and  faith,  for  im¬ 
mediate 
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mediate  pardon  and  immediate  help  again#  thek 
remainders  of  corruption ;  we  cannot  but  ap¬ 
prehend  that  in  this  way,  chriftians  would  more 
frequently  experience  the  fenfible  and  fuller  joys 
of  religion,  and  a  richer  communication  of  the  ear¬ 
ners  and  firft-fruits  of  the  fpirit,  than  they  have 
as  yet  found.  *  God  is  a  fun  and  Jhield  ;  the  Lord 
will  give  grace  and  glory  :  no  good  thing  will  he 
withold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly .  And  f  the 
work  of  righteoufnefs  Jhall  he  peace ,  and  the  effect 
of  righteoufnefs  quietnefs  and  ajjurance  for  ever . 
j  He  that  hath  my  commandments ,  fays  our  Lord,  and 
keep  them,  he  it  is  that  loves  me  ;  and  he  that  loves 
me,  Jhall  he  loved  of  my  father,  and  1  will  love  him , 
and  will  manifejl  my  felf  to  him .  §  Having  therefore 
thefe  promijes ,  the  promifesthat  God  would  dwell  in 
us,  and  walk  in  us,  let  us  deanfe  our  fives  from  ad 
filthinefs  of  the  fiejh  and  fpirit,  perfecting  holinefs  in 
the  fear  of  God. 

VI.  And  lately,  we  cannot  help  adding  one 
more  cbfervation,  namely,  that  the  perfons,  to 
whom  thefe  diaries  and  letters  belong,  appear  to  be 
exceeding  quick  and  fufeeptive  as  to  the  lea#  at¬ 
tack  of  temptation,  or  the  lea#  eruption  or  moti¬ 
on  of  fin.  What  others  would  call  no  fin,  or  a 
very  fmall  one,  they  felt,  they  lamented  as  a  horrid 
crime,  (and  what  is  it  lefs  in  the  fight  of  an  in¬ 
finitely  holy  God?)  and  thofe  failings,  which 

•  pfah  lxxxiv.  ii.  Ifa,  xxxii.  17. 

£  John  xiv.  a  1.  ^  2  Cor,  vii.  I . 
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pafs  off  without  any  notice,  were  to  them  like  the 
puncture  of  a  thorn  or  needle  upon  the  apple  of 
the  eye.  Such  were  the  high  conceptions  and  ex- 
quifife  fenfations  as  to  fin  and  holinefs  which  pof- 
fefied  their  fouls.  Hereby  we  may  difcover  the  grand 
fecret  of  an  eminency  in  piety  and  goodnefs.  Low 
apprehenfions  and  faint  fenfibilities  of  holinefs  and 
fin  will  produce  no  very  illuflrious  examples  of  god- 
linefs.  But  when  we  have  ftrong  ideas  of  the  de¬ 
formities  and  horrors  of  iniquity,  and  of  confe- 
quence  as  powerful  fentiments  of  the  beauty  and 
bleflednefs  of  obedience,  and  thefe  accompanied 
with  tender  and  lively  feelings  correfpondent  to  our 
ideas;  then  it  is  that  we  fee  the  way  opened  for 
the  attainment  of  the  loftteH:  pitches  of  pradlical 
piety  ;  and  we  are  formed  into  the  fame  mind  with 
the  glorious  apoftle  St.  Paul,  *  Who,  forgetting  the 
things  that  were  behind ,  and  reaching  forth  unto  thofe 
things  that  were  before ,  prejfed  toveard  the  mark  for 
the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  In  Chrljl  fefus . 
He  that  fhoots  at  a  Bar,  though  he  will  not  reach 
it,  yet  will  fhoot  much  higher  than  the  man  who 
only  levelled  his  arrow  at  the  clod  under  his  feet. 
How  much  the  careful  obfervation  of  what  pafTes 
within  us,  the  frequent  examination  of  ourfelves  by 
the  divine  word,  and  a  daily  regifler  of  the  pofture 
and  frame  of  our  fpirits  towards  God,  may  conduce 
to  the  keeping  alive  a  due  fight  and  fenfe  of  the 


*  Phil.  iii.  13,  14, 

Q. 


vilenefs 
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vilencfs  of  fin,  and  the  excellency  of  holinefs,  may 
not  be  readily  conceived  by  fuch  as  have  made  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  experiments  of  this  nature.  But  let  us  be 
aliowed  to  recommend  this  excellent  way  which  our 
pious  forefathers  purfued,  and  in  which  the  perfons, 
whole  tranfactions  of  this  kind  we  have  now  pub- 
lifhed,  experienced  it  may  be  both  unfpeakable 
pleafure  and  advantage  in  their  Chriftian  progrefs. 

Thefe  obfervations  we  have  judged  proper  to  an¬ 
nex  to  the  preceding  Memoirs;  and  at  the  fame 
time  cannot  help  remarking  how  correfpondent  the 
the  experiences,  which  the  foregoing  fheets  contain, 
are  to  the  experiences  of  the  people  of  God  record¬ 
ed  in  feripture,  and  efpecially  to  thofe  in  the  Pfaims: 
and  we  ferup’e  not  to  fay,  that  if  to  be  humbled  for 
fin,  and  deeply  to  refent  and  bewail  it ;  if  to  fly  to 
the  covenant-love  and  mercy  of  God  in  Chriff  Je« 
fus  for  pardon  ;  if  to  rely  upon  and  plead  the  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  blefTed  fpirit  for  growing  holinefs  and 
preparation  for  heaven  ;  that  if  frequently  to  wait 
upon  God  in  the  duties  of  his  worfhip,  public  and 
private;  that  if  to  infpedt  our  own  hearts  and  lives, 
and  often  call  ourfelves  to  the  tribunal  of  confci- 
ence,  and  examine  whether  our  works  are  wrought 
in  God;  that  if  to  ftir  up  ourfelves  to  lay  hold 
upon  God,  to  delight  ourfelves  in  him,  to  triumph 
in  the  Redeemer’s  righteoufnefs  and  grace;  and  that 
if  to  obey  the  Almighty  as  our  fovereign,  and  to 
enjoy  him  as  our  portion;  we  fcruple  not  to  fay, 
that  if  thefe,  or  any  fuch  like  exercifes  of  foul,  be 


termed 


termed  legality,  or  enthufiafm,  or  by  any  other  re¬ 
proachful  name,  we  truft  we  fliall,  notwithftanding 
thefe  cenfures,  approve,  recommend,  and  pra&ife 
according  to  fuch  a  method,  and  by  fuch  maxims, 
as  we  fee  tne  cloud  (the  gathering  and  increafing 
cloud)  of  witneffes  that  are  gone  before  us  added  in 
this  manner ;  and  as  we  are  well  fatisfied  that  this 
is  the  way  which  feripture  has  pointed  out  to  the 
heavenly  inheritance  and  glory. - *  Strive  to  en¬ 
ter  in  at  the  Jlrait  gate. - f  Work  out  your  mm 

falvation  with  fear  and  trembling ,  for  it  is  God  that 
Works  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure. 

- - 1  Give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  election 

fure. — — §  Be  diligent  that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in 
peace  without  fpot  and  blamelefs.— There  is  therefore 
no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrifl  Jefv.s , 

who  walk  not  after  the  flejb,  but  after  the  fpirit.- _ ! 

||  For  they  that  are  after  the flefb,  do  mind  the  things 
of  the  flefh-,  but  they  that  are  after  the  fpirit ,  the 
things  of  the  fpirit.  r  or  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death  ; 

hut  to  be  fpiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace _ _ 

Ind  without  holinefs  no  man  fall  fee  the  Lord. 


*  Luke  xiii.  24. 
§  2  Pet,  iii.  34, 


f  Phil.  li.  i2.  J  2  Petj  1  1Q< 
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The  Reflections  of  a  Pious  Parent  on  the  Death 
of  a  Wicked  Child.  7.  Youth  reminded  of  ap¬ 
proaching  Judgment. 

20.  - Ten  Sermons  on  the  Power  and  Grace 

of  Chrift,  on  the  Evidences  of  his  glorious  Gofpel  ; 
preached  at  Northampton . 

21.  - Sermons  on  the  Religious  Education  of 

Children. 

22.  A  Dictionary  of  Heraldry ,  Explaining  the 
Terms  ufed  in  that  Science,  with  their  Etymology 
and  different  Verfions  in  Latin,  containing  all  the 
j Rules  of  Blazon ,  with  reafons  for  the  fame  ;  the 
Original  Signification  of  Bearings  ;  and  a  concife 
Account  of  the  moft  noted  Orders  of  Knighthood 
that  are  or  have  been  ;  and  of  Honours  and  Dig¬ 
nities  Ecclefiaftical,  Civil,  or  Military,  illuftrated 
with  196  Devices  on  Copper;  revifed  and  recoin— 
mended  by  Mr.  fames  Coats .  Price  bound  5s. 

23.  Darrccoti* s  Scripture  Marks  of  Salvation , 
drawn  up  to  help  Chriftians,  to  know  the  true  State 
of  their  Souls.  The  Fourth  Edition,  Price  bound 
gd.  or  Stitcht  6d.  with  a  large  Allowance  to  thofe 
who  buy  a  Number  to  give  away. 
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24.  Evan's  (Dr.)  Sermons  on  the  Chriftian 
Temper,  in  two  vol.  Price  bound  10s. 

25.  Fawcett’s  Grand  Enquiry  ;  Am  I  in  Chrift 
or  not  ?  Price  8d. 

26.  Guyfe  s  (Or.)  Sermons  to  You  no;  People. 
Price  bound  is.  6d. 

27.  Green’s  Eternal  Life,  confidered  under  the 
Notion  of  an  Eftate  ;  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  the 
Title  Deed  ;  deferibing  the  Perfons  who  fhall  in- 
bwiit  it,  with  a  plain  Account  of  their  general 
Charater.  Price  bound  is. 

28.  The  Lord’s  Supper  ful’y  confidered,  in  a  Re¬ 
view  of  the  Hilfory  of  its  Inflitution,  with  Meditati¬ 
ons  and  Ejaculations  fuited  to  feveral  Parts  of  the  Or¬ 
dinance.  To  which  are  prefixed  three  Difcourfes, 
delivered  at  the  Lord’s  Table  ;  by  the  Rev.  and 
Learned  John  Owen .  D.  D.  Price  is.  6d. 

29.  Friendly  Conferences .  I.  Onfome  paflagesof  Mr. 
Taylor's  Key  to  the  Apoftle’s  W ritings,  and  his  Para  - 
phrafe  with  Notes,  on  the  Epiftle  to  the  Remans,  21 
On  Dr.  Syk  es's  Remarks  on  the  late  Lord  Boling- 
broke’s  treatment  of  St.  Paul,  in  the  Introduction 
to  his  Paraphrafe  and  Notes  upon  the  Epiflle  to 
the  Hebrews  ;  defigned  to  (hew,  that  they  who 
are  ChrifPs  Difciples  indeed,  are  much  happier  at 
prefent,  than  the  wicked  Profeflors  of  Chriftianity  ; 
and  to  Rate  and  vindicate  feveral  Doctrines  of 
the  Gofpel.  Price  2s. 

30.  Harrifon’s  (Mrs.)  Mifcellanies ,  on  Moral 
and  Religious  Subjects,  in  Profe  and  Verfe.  Price 
bound  5s. 

31.  Hervey' s  Meditations  and  Contemplations. 
In  two  vol.  Price  6s. 

32.  - Dialogues  3  vol.  9s. 

33.  Thirty  four  Sermons,  on  feveral  Occafi- 

ens : 
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J.  Buckland. 

ons  :  On  the  exceeding  Sinfulnefs  of  Sin.  On 
Evangelical  Repentance.  On  Chrift  the  Cove¬ 
nant  of  his  People.  On  Chrift  the  Shepherd  of 
his  People.  On  God  the  Judge  of  all.  On 
God’s  preventing  Mercy,  On  the  Preparation 
of  the  Heart,  the  Lord’s  Work.  On  part  Tokens  of 
Divine  Favour,  an  Encouragement  againft  prefent 
Fears.  On  Cfrrift’s  Redemption,  from  the  Law’s 
eurfe.  On  prefent  Difpenfations  the  right  Way  to 
Glory.  On  Faith  eying  the  Promifes'in  Life  and 
Death.  On  the  Nature  of  Regeneration.  On 
Evidences  of  Regeneration.  Of  Minifters,  Chris’s 
Stewards.  On  receiving  Chrift,  and  walking 
in  him.  On  Faith’s  Eftimate  of  afflictive  DID 
penfations.  On  God  s  Charge  and  Call  to  back- 
fliding  People.  On  Heed  neceflary  in  the  beft 
Saints,  againft  the  worft  of  Sins.  On  the 
the  Saints  Importunity,  for  Zion’s  Profperity.  On 
the  good  Will  of  Chrift,  the  beft  of  Bleffings. 
On  the  withdrawment  of  God’s  Spirit  deprecated 
as  the  worft  of  Evils.  On  Believers  pardoned,  and 
chaftifed.  On  the  Chnftian  s  duty  of  dying 
daily.  On  the  Bhffednefs  of  thofe  that  die  in  the 
Lord.  By  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  John  Hill.  The 
I  bird  Edition.  Price  bound  5s. 

34.  Hodges's  (Mr.)  Sermons,  on  the  principal 
Evidences  in  favour  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
and  the  chief  Objections  made  to  it :  PublTfhed 

for  the  ufe  of  Families  and  private  Chriftians. 
Price  bound  5s. 

35-  Howe's  (Mr.)  John  Difcouiies  on  the  Love 
of  God.  In  two  vol.  Price  8s. 

36.  Henrf  s  Communicant’s  Companion.  Pr.  2s. 

37.  Hatton's  Gauger’s  Guide. 

38.  Jennings' s  (Dr.)  Beauty  and  Benefit  of 
Early  Piety  5  reprefented  in  feve-ral  Sermons 

preached 
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preached  to  Young  People  on  New  Year’s  Day. 
The  Fourth  Edition.  Price  is.  6d. 

39.  fenn/igs  (Mr.)  On  Preaching  Chrifi.  Pr.  is. 

40.  Jenks  on  Submiffion  to  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
God  ;  or  the  Neceffity  of  trufling  to  a  better 
Righteoufnefs  than  our  own,  open’d  and  defended. 
Price  bound  is.  6d. 

41.  Jenkli  Meditations ,  on  various  and  impor¬ 
tant  Subjects,  and  fhort  Prayers  annexed  ;  with  a 
Preface  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hervey.  In  two  vol. 
Price  bound  8s. 

42.  Jenfc's  Prayers  and  Offices  of  Devotion 
for  Families,  and  for  particular  Perfons  up  n  moft 
Occafions.  I  he  14th  Edition,  i'rice  3s. 

43.  An  Introdudion  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Globes  and 
the  Orrery  5  as  alfo  the  Application  or  Axtionomy 
to  Chronology  :  In  which  are  contained.  Rules 
and  memorial  Canons  for  finding  the  Dominical 
Letter,  Leap  Year,  Epad,  Eafter,  Accord¬ 

ing*  to  the  Gregorian  Account,  or  New-ftyle  ; 
vwrth  an  Explication  of  the  reafon  of  each  Rule, 
adapted  to  the  Inftrudion  and  Entertainment  of 
fuch  Perfons  as  are  not  previoufly  verfed  in  the 
mathematical  Science  ;  with  an  Appendix  at- 
f  tempting  to  explain  the  Account  of  the  fir  ft  and 
^‘fourth  bays  Work  of  Creation,  in  the  firft 
Chapter  of  Gtnefis .  Ply  David  jenings ,  D.  D. 
1  he  Second  Edition.  Price  bound  3s.  6d. 

44.  /In  Introduction  to  the  true  Aitronom}\  or 
aftronimical  Lediires  read  in  the  afironomical 
School  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford .  By  John  Keel. 
Tfie  Fifth  Edition.  Price  6s. 

45.  Lock’s  Reojlnahlencfs  of  Chri ft ianity  \  as  de¬ 
livered  in  the  Scriptures.  To  which  are  added, 
Two  Vindications  from  Mr,  Edward's  Exceptions, 
the  Sixth  Edition.  Price  bound  5s. 
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